K. Fheir Principles, Practice, and Reaſons Are ce 
e Cauſes of their Non-Confortaity to the — 


— 8 >. 


2 The Libels exhibited agai! 

— Examilied and Anſwered. © . Ne . 
And ſuch Marriages pray 2 by agrecable to Scripture, Ki gkt 4, 5 . 
" Laws of Nations, and Cuſtoms of other Reformed Churches, A iacon- 
ſiſtent wir the Ciyjl Laws f this Land; and therefor 


ore God hath joyned together, let not Man 
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To the READ 


2 OC Feing Juſtice and Equity allom even Malefactors a Liberty to make their beſt Be. 
DO J fences before Sentence paſs againſt them; we hope none will be offended at the ju 
1 Defence of our Reputation, Property, and Liberiy; as Men and Chriſtians; all which. i 
appear to be ſtruck at by a ſort of Men, from whom better things might be expefied 1 
towards their Neighbours, whom they are bound to love as themſelves. 123 
It's ſufficiently known, that & conſiderable Body of Brittiſh Proteſt ants, who go under. 
the Name of Presbyterians, have long poſſeſſed the North of Ireland; who, tho din. 
ting from the Government, and Ceremonies of the Church eſtabliſhed by civil Lam, have 
notwithſtanding, in all Revolutions, under divers Hardſhips, given full Proof of their” | 
loyal and peaceable Diſpoſition, and Zeal for preſerving the Proteſtant Britiſh Iutereſt 
in this Kingdom : They were not the laſt or the w-4 Party who oppoſed the bloody Rebel 
lion in anno 164 1. Who alſo withſtood the Oppoſers of the Authority of King and Par- 
lament, when others yielded : nor can their Behaviour in the late Troubles, be con- 
demned, or forgot, without Calumny or Inoratitude : yet theſe are now become the Peo- 
ple, whom ſome Clergy Men think fit to deliver to Satan; and that becauſe, they can- 
not with good Conſciences comply with, and yield to their Impoſitions. EW 2 
We do not, nor cannot blame the Civil Governours; for we bleſs God, they haue 
been, and continue to be juſt and kind to us; nor can we charge the conforming Laity, - . 
with whom we have a ſubſtantial Agreement, and charitable Converſation, tho Ae - B 
ring in ſome things: yea, by Inter-marriages, there is ſuch a mixture, that it wilt be 
hardly poſſible, to do Injury to either Party, without hurting the near and dear Relati=: - 
ons of the other; fo that I cannot admire the Policy of theſe Clergy Men, who by this * 
courſe they take, to make Diſſenters odious, muſt provoke ſome Conformiſts to think 
themſelves ſuch,and ſo increaſe the number of Diſſenters : For what Husband or Wits wilt 
. evdure to have either of themſelves declared Baſtards by the Clergy ? when they believe 
the contrary , and may not theſe who deſcended of Parents Presbyterianly married, tho 
nom conforming, reſent this the Clergy's declaring them Sons of Whores * Was ir not & 
great luducement to Queen Elizabeth to oppoſe Popery, that they declared her to be a : 
Baſtard ;, and may not Reſpect to Reputation have the ſame Influence upon others? T 
know Perſons of prime Quality in the Kingylom that muſt be in the ſame Condenmation: 
with us, if this late Doctrine 2 good. and I fear the Ring- leader off 
this Contrivauce, may be a Sufferer as well as others. 8 e „ 
Necenim lex juſt ior ufa | "NE 
Qua hecis artifices arte perire ſia, 
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Wer ſhall 1 ſay that all the eſtabliſhed Clergy are concerned in this Deſign. We muſt 
— 0 . oſe intemperate Zeal, and others 


wem the Laut af. | 

Vile Honour to the Church, as they give Eaſe to us. 22805 I 
Aud therefore Thumbly deſire the thinking and moderate Sons of the Church, wit h- 
= ent Paſſion or Prejudice impartially to conſider theſe few things. 1 p20 
1, Whether may not God joyn together Man and Woman. in Marriage, without 

= Conſent. of the Clergy and Ceremonies of the Church? and if by hes Pr ovidenee,! 

= ſhould joyn Perſons marriageable, may any Church for want of Ceremony, put ſuch 4. 
2. Whether the Reformation of Manners, and Salvation of Souls, (as in the Libels 
= againſt us, is pretended) can be ſincerely intended, when the ſame Perſons, without u 
more Reformation, but paying ſo much Money, as the Court andthe pretended 
= Delinquent can agree for, ſhall be, and are allowed (as formerly ) to continue wit h- 


ty vexations, who bring as 


= out any other Marriage] and if this be not Greed of filthy Lucre, and minding Mens 
= Aoney more than Reformation of their manners, fuoge ye- r 
1 3. Can the Clergy, according to the Laws of God and this Nation, demand and 
tale Money on account of Marriage, and yet declare there is no Marriage, but that 
B DIE Parſons are living in the damnable Sin of Fornication ? And if they nom think 
ſuch Marriages were, and are null, are they not in Conſcience bound to refound this 
= Money ? ſeeing, The Hire of a Whore ought not to come into the Houſe of 
= God, Dent. 23. 18. „ 0 FT. 
4. Can Perſons, whoſe Marriage is declared null, be guilty of Adultery with any 


unmarried Perſon, and as ſuch purſued in the Spiritual Court? For if a Man married 
by Presbyterian Miniſter, ſhould lye 'with a ſingle unmarried Woman, he is put in 
the Court for Adultery, and yet we are told he was not married. 
5. Are not the Breaches amongſt us wide enough already, but ſome Men muſt he in- 
venting new Engines to drive us further aſunder ? Can the enriching. of. a. few Men, 
counter value the Damage done to many poor Families by theſe means? Is this @ Seaſon 
= for theſe who ought to be uniting againſt the common Adverſary of the Proteſtant Inte- 
veſt in Ireland, to be combining againſt peaceable Men for private Intereſt ? Sure we, 
are, none of ber Majeſty's Subjetts are under greater Obligations to ſtand by one an. 
tber than the Brittifh Proteſtants in Ireland; who are neither too many nor tos ſtrong: 
to maintain themſelves againſt the common Enemy of our Religion and Gruil Intereſt, 
mhich are lere inſeparably linked together. 
s. Conſider that of the Apoſtle, a Tim. F. 21. I charge thee. before ; Gad and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, 
without preferring one before another, doing nothing by Partiality.  Wherher: 
or no this be obſerved in our Caſe, when it's evident, that neither Papiſtu m Quaters 
| are troubled on this Account. If it ſhould be alled ed, that Popiſh Prieftyhutte Epiſco- | 
| pal Ordination, which we want: This is but x 551 Subrerfuge to ſuch, as have by Oath, 
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To the Reader: 


Prieſts here derive their Orders. But if a Man ſhould be a Presbyterian, tho he did 


receive his Ordination from a Biſhop, his indelible Character ſeems to he razed ;, and 
indeed the firſt Inflance we have heard, of a Diſſenter being excommunicated for mar- 


rying, is one that had Epiſcopal Ordination 


7. Seeing it pleaſed her Majeſty, as a common Parent of all her bo ving and loyal 7 
Subjects, after the great Example of her Royal Brother and Siſter, (of ever-blejſed - Þ 
Memory) to give us Aſſurance of her Protection, and to publiſh the ſame, 778 2 E 

oefe ws 


would defeat us of the Advantage thereof; 7 5705 ſeeing ſhe hath promiſed nothing, 1 


enquired, whether due Deference is payed to her Majeſty's Royal Ward by t 


but what ſhe may legally grant ( as ſhall be appear) Viz. a diſpenſing with ſome Ec 


cleſtaſtick Canons 


Al therefore that 1 deſire, is that what is here to be ſaid, may be conſidered intpare.. 


| tial „ and that Men would do, as "= would deſire to be done by. ; 


As for you of mine own Perſwaſion, who have not had the * to examine 


matters of this Nature, your Information, and Eſtabliſhment in the preſent Truth, is 


renounced all foreign Eccleſiaſtical Power and Juriſdickion, from which a Popiſh 


— 


what I intend; and if you do not ſee as plain Reaſon for your Non-Conformity in this 


as in other matters, pin not your Faith upon any Man's Sleeve; but if from any Light 


ou can receive hence, your Conſciences are convinced of your Duty, let not Fear © 


Trouble from Men, engage you in any thing that may truly prove troubleſome to your” | 


Conſciences : neither make Examples of Men, whatever they be, your Rule : but let the 
Law of God, which is perfect, direct and oblige jon; and herein you ſhall have Peace 


with God and your own Conſciences, which is earneſtly deſired by a Well-wiſber to your. 
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3 © 2 8 1 . 2 | 
] A Vindication of Marriage, & © 
= Arriage, tho an honourable Ordinance of God, the certain Mother and 
= Daughter of ſtrongeſt Love: yet hath. been the occaſion of much Hat- 
red and Contention: not from any evil in it ſelf, but the Perverſueſs 
and Corruptions of Men, neglecting, contemning, and doing Violence to theſe 
holy Laws God hath made concerning it: Laws ſo excellent and neceſſary, for 
the Glory of God, the Good of his Church, and the Benefit of all Mankind, 
that the Spirit of God hath not branded any ſort of Men with greater notes 
of his Indignation, than thoſe who make void Marriage Laws, either by Doct- 
rine or Practice: the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2. gives us the ſad Character 
of ſuch Perſons, declaring them to be Departers from the Faith, giving heed to 
| 9 ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils : ſpeaking Lies in Zier i, ha- 
ing their Conſcience ſeared with a hot Iron. The learned Mede ſhoweth it to 
be one of the Marks of Antichriſt, from Dar. 11. 37. not to regard the God 
e his Father's, nor the Deſire of Nomen: by which he underſtands Marriage; 
and ſeeing Proteſtants juſtly challenge the Church of Rome as Antichriſtian, and 
make their Contempt and Abuſe of Matrimonial Laws, a Note and plain Mark 
thereof, how. much doth it concern all that proteſt againſt the Errors of that 
Church, to avoid all Partaking with them in their evil Doctrines and Deeds: 
It's therefore to be regrated (and no doubt would by ſerious Men, if duly con- 


— 


A ſidered) that a Canon of the Council of Treut, never received, or obſerved by _ 

any Church before that time, ſhould be advanced and obſerved here in Ireland, 
and Proteſtants excommunicated upon their not obſerving the matter of it. 
ol The words of the Council are theſe, Trid. Sefſ..24 ch. 1. Refor. Matri. Qui alt= 
ter, quam foe: Parocho, vel alio Sacerdote, de ipſius Parochi, ſeu ordinarii licen- 
tia; et duobus, vel tribus teſtibus Matrimonium contrahere, attentabunt ; eos ſanc- 
ta Synodus, ad ſic contrahendum omnino inhabiles, reddit; et hujuſmodi contractus, 
irritos, et nullos, eſſe decernit : prouti eos preſenti Decreto, irritos facit, et annullat. 


he 
oF ad in preſence of two or three Witneſſes, this holy Synod makes them altogether | 


incapable to make ſuch Contracts and Decrees, all ſuch Buss to be void and null Cer We 
Ras by thus preſent Decree it maketh them void and null, Upon this ground, it 


* 


Iſeems that Marriages ſolemnized by Diſſenters are declared void; 1 


. 0 — 
+ 2 by 5, ; 
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1 5] 8 0 
and People proſecuted, and excommiidatod not for want of Witneſſes, but 
for want of the Rector, Curate, or legal Incumbent, or ſome other licenſed by 

Ordi age. acc : bed.-i 


the Service Book, as by the Libels given againſt us is evident. 


© therefore jolfly vindicate ov Frtmefpfer and Practice in this matter: it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſhow, /, That we jud 2 a holy Ordjnance of God, and 
honourable ſtate. Sj Lites rligiauhy to bÞ entred in hy all Chriffiads.. 21y, That 


ſtruction, Exhartation, and Prayers, may aſſiſt theſe engaging in that Re 
© when he is thereunto called. 


Lachs of Nature, and Nations, and the cuſtom of other reformed Churches, 


our Proſecutors will deſiſt from giving us fur= 
F eine nen 


A * 4 
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ther trouble, which is all all we deſire of them. © | ; 
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THe Marriage for which we plead, as God's Ordinance, is the conjunRi- _ 

1 T on of one Man and Woman marriageable, by their juſt, full and expreſs 

OConſent; to live as Husband and Wife, in Obedience to theſe Laws, and for _ 
EF - theſe Ends, which God hath ordained in this Inſtitution : and that ſuch Marriage 

an holy Ordinance of God, to be celebrated Solemaly and Religiouſly, will 

appear, when we have conſidered theſe e 

1. That God glorious in Holineſs, in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to 
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Mankind, is the Author thereof, Gen. 2. 18, 23, 24. Mat. 19. 5. who after 
he had created Man in his own Image, did in a ſpecial manner bleſs him, Gen. 
1. 27, 28. and not thinking it good that he ſhould be alone, made him an help. _ 
meet for him, Cen. 2, 18. brought her unto the Man, ver. 22. and ordained that 
2 Man ſhould leave his Father and Mother, and cleave unto his Wife, and they ſhall 
2 "be one feſh, ver. 24. hereby, Marriage hath the honour of being the firſt Divine 
> Inſtitution, as is clear, it being part of the Work of the ſixth day, and fo ante- 7 
” * cedent to the hallowing of the Sabbath on the ſeventh, Cen. 2. 3. God made the 
Covenant betwixt Man and Woman, before he made that betwixt lin ns 
TG = es MN : n 2 n 1 EE em; 4 8 


Vi 


E 


| — 4 that his pecuhar People ſnould make holy Matches, forbidding all Marriage Con- 


them; for tho Adam was made in a ſingle Life, and then obliged a3 a reaſMible "1 
= Creature to ſerve his God; yet was he not in the relation of God's Confeder- 
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ate, till an help meet for him was made; then God entered in Covenant with 4 
them, for themſelves and Offspring. The Prohibition of eating the Tree of 
Knowledg of good and evil, was given to the Woman as well as Man, which 
ſhe in her Innocency confeſſed, Gen. 3. 2, 3. And the Covenant being made wilt 
Adam, for himſelf and his Poſterity, ſuppoſeth him in a State capable of hav- 
ing Poſterity ; which was not poſſible without conjunction with the Wo- 
man; this therefore being inſtituted by a holy God, when Man was in a State 
and place holy, and a ſpecial Effect of Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to Man- 
kind muſt be ſo far holy. Os - l 
2. As the Author is, ſo he ordained the Parties marrying to be holy; the firſt - 
Couple more immediately joy ned by himſelf, were ſo; which being the firſt and 
the beſt Pattern, others ought to be ſuch ſtill; its true ſince the Fall Man cannos 3 
be ſich, as theſe were, yet the Obligation continueth, ſeeing God hath not loſt 
his Right, by Man's loſing his Power; and therefore, he hath provided by Law; - 


tracts with Strangers to his Covenant, Exod. 23. 32. and 34. 15. Dent. 7. 3, 4 
leſt they ſhould be ſeduced to Idolatry, and other wicked Practices, by ſuch 
Marriages ; which Law is confeſſed both by Proteſtants and Papiſts, to be mor- 
al, and of perpetual Obligation; it's Reaſon (which is, Anima legis) being ſo. 
Solomon's T ranfgreflion in this, is juſtly condemned, Neh. 13. 26. Did nat Solo- 
mon King of Iſrael ſin by theſe things; yet among maqmy Nations was there no Ring 
like him, &c. woe WW even him did outlandiſh Nomen caiſe to ſin - ſhall we then 
do all this great evil, to tranſgreſs againſt our God in marrying ſtrange Wives : here- 
upon zealous Nehemiah contended with ſuch,curſed them, ſinote them, pluck d off then, 


9% 8 
ſs Hair, and made them ſwear by God, to make no ſuch Marriages, chap. 13. 25. With ' / 


him agrees the Prophet Malachy, chap. 2. i. condemaing the Practice of the - } 
time, ſaying, Judah hath dealt treacherouſiy, and an Abemination is committed in 
Iſrael and Jeruſalem ; for Judah hath profaned the Holineſs of the Lord, and marri- 
ed the Daughter of a ſtrange God : the Lord will cut off the Man that doth this, the 
Aaſter and the Scholar out of the Tabernacles of jacob: Nor are Chriſtians unden 
the Goſpel leſs obliged to Holineſs in this matter, being forbidden to be ane- - 
qually yoked with Unbelievers, for what Fellowſhip hath Righteonſneſs with Unrighte= 


$ 1 ouſneſs? and what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? 2 Cor. 6. 14. We are 


commanded to marry ſo, as we may live together as Heirs of the Grace of Life, 
1 Pet. 3.7. and in the Lord, 1 Cor. 7. 24. hence all Chriſtian Churches have 
condemned Marriage with Infidels, or Hereticks; and ſeeing we are expreſly” 
forbidden all intimate Converſe with groſly ſcandalous Perſons, P/al. 1. 1. 1 Cor. - 


56. 11. and o have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs : to joyn in 


Marriage Fellowſhip with Perſons that = ſuch (it being the moſt intimate 15 4 
5:4; 51 | clety) 


——— 
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det cannot be juſtiſied. It's true, unholy Perſons do and may marry, it being 


better to do ſo than burn; yet is their marrying, like their plowing and pray- 
ing, ſinful, Prov. 21. 4. becauſe not done in obedience to his Command, for 
his Glory, or the good of their own Souls ; and were this one Marriage Law 
more conſcientiouſly regarded, that ſtate of Life might prove much more hap- 

y and honourable to thoſe concerned in it, than it proves to many, who taking 
lirtt notice of vertuous Qualifications in their choice, juſtly ſuffer the Miſeries 


of unholy and unequal Yoking, and that in this Life. 


3. Al] the ſpecial Ends of this Ordinance are holy, as firſt, God hath ordain- 


ed it, not only that the Earth may be repleniſned with Men, to poſſeſs and go- 


vern it, but alſo that he may have in his Church a legittimate and godly Seed to 
ſerve him, in working out their own Salvation, Mal. 2. 15. the Seed is called, 
A godly Seed, (i. e.) An excellent Seed, as the Hebrews expreſs the excellency 
of a thing, by the addition of the Name God unto it, or rather a holy Seed, 

born to God in chaſte Wedlock, and brought up in the nurtm e and admoditi- 
on of the Lord, by Parents profeſſing Godlineſs. Baſtards are not properly 


Sons, Heb. 12. 8. therefore God for the honour of Marriage, excluded ſuch 
© from Authority and Office in the Congregation till the tenth Generation, Dent. 


42. | | | 06130 
ae As God willeth our Sanctification, ſo he hath appointed Marriage for 
that end ; for as ke hath framed the Bodies of Men in a more majeſtick Mould 
and Shape than theſe of other Creatures, ſo he deſigned them for nobler Uſes, 
not only to be Cabinets to rational and immortal Souls; but Temples to the 
Holy Ghrſt, 1 Cor. 6. 19. which if any Han defile, him will God deſtroy, 1 Cor. 3. 
x7. therefore, that Men may poſſeſs their Veſſels in Sanctificatiom and Honour, 
Marriage is appointed, 1 The,. 4. 4. 1 Cor. 7.2. T7 Le = | 

3ly, Irs hereby intended, that Man and Woman be mutually helpful in work- 


| ing ont their Salvation, by living together as Heirs of the Grace of Life; mutually 


ying for, exhorting, and encouraging each other, 1 Pet. 3. J. When God 
Arſt joyned them, he entred into a Covenant with them, promiſing Life upon 


1 condition of their perfect Obedience; by which they were tyed to their Duty 
to him, and mutually to each other: nor is their Obligation made void, by the 


I reach of that Covenant, and ſo they are not to be coupled as Beaſts, meerly 


Hr Procreation, and fenſual Pleaſure, but as rational Creatures, capable of, and 
obliged, in conjugal Society, to give God reaſonable Service: whence Man muſt 


Fo dwell wirh bis Wife, as Man of Knowledge, not only in the Affairs of this Life, 
but theſe of a ſpiritual and eternal Life alſo, which he is obliged to teach, and 


me to learn of him, 1 Cor. 14. 35. and as the Souls are principally joyned by 
for 


this Relation (for theſe departing it ceaſeth) ſo our principal Care ſhould be 


the Souls of each other, r Cor. 7. 14, 15, 16. 1 Pet. 3. 2. hereby, they are o- 
bliged to be mutual Helps to each other, by Inſtruction, Counſel, Comfort, 


2 
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Example, Exhortation, meek and ſeaſonable Reprehenſions, that they may mus 
tually glorify God in their Bodies and Spirits, which are his. _—_—_ 
4h, It is hereby intended, that Children be brought up in the nurture and ad-. 
monition of the Lord, for as they are his Heritage, Pal. 127. 3. ſo they ought firſt 
to be dedicated to him, and then educated for him: for this Abraham is highix 
commended, Gen. 18. 19. All the Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, fer 
I know that he will command his Children and Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 1 
the way of the Lord; this the Law required, Deut. 4. 9. and 6. 7. the ſame alſa : 
is enjoyned under the Goſpel, Eph. 6. 4. in Conſideration whereof, God hath 
entitled Parents to Love, Honour and Obedience from their Children; and in- 
deed the pious Education of Children, is a Service no leſs acceptable to God, 
than it is honourable and comfortable to Parents, and beneficial to all humane 
S ; ©. | | 
Fh, The laſt end of this Inſtitution, is prudent and religious Management of 
domeſtick Affairs by mutual Aſſiſtance, in frugal procuring, prudent imploying, 
and improving God's ordinary Bleſſings, that God may be honoured with our 
Subſtance, as well as our Families provided: Both are called to act their part 
herein, Rom. 12.17. 1 Tim. 5. 8. Prov. 31. 10. For even in theſe things the 
Glory of God muſt be their chief End, and his revealed Will their Rule. : 
4. This Ordinance appears holy from its formal cauſe, a holy Covenant where- 
by they are joyned together, and become one, called the Covenant of God, 
Prov. 2 17. not only becauſe he is the Author of it, but a Judge and Witneſs of 
the ſincere engaging in it, and Performance of it. Mal. 2. 14. The Lord hath 
been a Witneſs between thee and the Wife of thy Youth, with whom thou haſt dealt trea- 
cherouſiy; yet is ſhe thy Companion, the Wife of thy Covenant. From that Phraſe, 
Ezek. 16. 8. And I ſpread my Skirt over thee, yea, 1 ſware unto thee, and entred in 
Covenant with thee, aad thou becameſt mine (whereby the Marriage Covenant be- 
twixt God and his People, is expreſſed in Alluſion to the manner of Solemniz- 


ing Marriage among the Jews) It would appear, that ſuch Covenants were - WM 


lemnly confirmed by Oath, which being a part of religious Worſhip to God, as 
well as an Obligation to each other, ought to be performed in Truth, Tudg- 
ment and Righteouſneſs, Jer. 4. 2. acob ratified his Marriage Covenant by 
a ſolemn Oath, Gen. 31. 50, 53. The Grecians and Romans ſolemnly contracted 
in their Temples at the Altar by mutual Oaths, and hereto agreeth the preſent 
Practice of all Chriſtian Churches. _ e „„ 
5. The Holineſs of this Ordinance appears from it's Effects, which are, 1, The - 
Conſtitution, or erecting of a domeſtick Church. 20h, Cloathing with Au- 
thority the Husband, to rule religiouſly his Family, and perform Worſhip to 
God therein; for as Ordination is a holy Ordinance, by which a ſpecial Relati- 
on is made between a Paſtor and his Flock, and Authority conveyed to him for 
Performance of the Duties CI ; ſo by Chriſtian Marriage, the "on me 


4 0ũ be offer d: It is certain, Noah did officiate as a Prieſt, and Father 


2 5 | o ö ö 
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dation of a Family is laid,and-Authority given 
© ſons uniting for the better worſhipping, and ſerving God: Marriage makes 
fach a Society; the firſt married pair made the firſt Church by God's Ord inati- 
on, who joyned them, not only to ſerve each other, but both to ſerve himſelf. 
& Noah's Family was a Church, ſo Abraham's, T/aac's, Jacob's, Job's, and all theſe : 
the Effect of lawful Marriage, yea, Chriſtian Families, are called Churches. 
Kom. 16. 5. 1 Cor. 16. 19. Col. 4. 15. Salute the Brethren, that are at Laodicea, 
* and Nymphas, and the Church which is in his Houſe : and though ſome take this to 
be meant of a part of the Church aſſembling at theſe Houſes, yet Beza, Grot. 
and many others, take it for a domeſtick Church: The learned Dævinant cites 
Theedoret, as of this judgment, ſaying, Familiam ſuam privatam, fecit Eccleſiam, 
eam pietate, et religione exornans, He made his private Family the Church, adorning it 


with Piety and Religion: his own Opinion is, that no Inconveniency will follow, 


it both theſe be joyned together; and it be faid, that this Man's Houſe was cal- 
led a Church by the Apoſtle, not only becauſe the Congregation of the faithful 
did meet at it, but alſo becauſe he did piouſly and Chriſt ĩanly inſtruct all his Do- 


i meſticks, and daily trained them up in religious Exerciſes ; whence he infers, that 


any Meeting of the faithful, tho for Paucity, they may be contained within the 
Walls of a private Houſe; and to avoid the Furies of Adverſaries, meet in the 
night time; yet ſuch a meeting is a true Church and living Member of the Ca- 
"tholick Church: to prove which, he inſtances that of Abraham, Gen. 18. and 
Joſb. 24. nor doth the fewneſs make it otherwiſe, ſeeing Chriſt hath ſaid, 
Where two or three are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midſt of them, 


Mat. 18. 20. It is a Saying among the Jews, Ubi duo confident, ſermonem habentes 


de lege, Schecinah eſt inter ipſos, where two ſit together diſcourſing of the Lam, there 
is the Divine Preſence. Tertullian ſpeaking of the Happineſs of religious Marri- 
Age, faith, vb; duo, ubi Chriſt us, ubi ipſe, abeſt malus, Where ſuch two are, there is 
Aviſt, and where he is, the evil one is not. We do not ſay, that a Domeſtick 
Church is the ſame with a particular Organized Church, conſiſting of divers Fa- 

milies, only we affirm it to be a Society of Mankind, obliged joyntly to wor- 

hip God, 1 Per. 3. 7. 1 Cor. J. 5. which is a Church. 259, A ſecond Effect of 

Marriage, is, that hereby Authority is conveyed to the Husband, to rule his 

"own Family, Gen. 3. 16. 1 Tim. 3. 4. which the Obedience required by God, 

| from Wife and Children to the Husband and Father, in matters religious, a- 
pbundantly prove: before the Law of Moſes the Prieſthood did belong to the Fa- 
ther of the Family, who was thereby obliged to teach it, and interceed for it, 
Adam is juſtly ſuppoſed to exerciſe that Office, Ger. 4. 3. where it is ſaid of 
Cain and Abel, they brought their Offerings, viz. to their Father Aden, by him 
| | of his Fa- 

© mlly, Ger. 8. 20. ſo alſo did Abraham, Gen. 12. 7. ſo Taxc, Gen. 28. 25. ſo Ja- 


— 


cob, 


d. to rule it in the Fear of the Lord. 
To make this more clear, let us conſider, 1, that a Church being a ſociety of Per- 
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rah, Gen. 38. 7. To allo Fob, chap. 1. 5. theſe called on the Name of the Lord for 
their Families, Gen. 12.8, 1 3, 4. and 21. 33. and 26. 18. centred in Covenant 
with God for them, and dedicated them to him, as Abraham by circumciſing 
his, Gen. 17. 23. they bleſſed them, Ger. 2.4. 60. and 27. 27. and 49. 28. Jaa 
and Jacob bleſſed theirs, . as Laban alſo bleſſed his Sons and Daughters, Ger. 3. 
35. and tho after the giving the Law, the Prieſthood was annexed to the Tribe 

of Levi; yet Authority to worſhip God in Families, continued as a moral Du- 
ty, belonging to Parents, as appears from Deut. 4. 9. and 6. 7. that ſevere, tho 
juſt Threatning, Jer. 10. 25. Pour forth thy Fury on the Families that call not on thy 
Name, demonſtrates the Obligation on Heads of Families, to worſhip God in 
their Families with all ſorts of moral Worſhip, ſuch as are Teaching, Praying, 
and Praiſing, beſide, both Circumciſion and the Paſſover, two ordinary Sacra- 

ments were diſpenſed in Families; and Chriſt hath continued the Authority 
to Heads of Families in his Church, to teach, pray, praiſe, and exerciſe: Do- 
meſtick Diſcipline; as Baxrer hath fully demonſtrated in his Diſputation for 
Family Worſhip, by which it is evident, God deſigned Marriage for greater 
and better Purpoſes, than a mere Conjunction of Carcaſes, for carnal Pleaſure 
and earthly Gain, which ſome fancy to be its chief ends. 1 
6. As Contraries beſt illuſtrate one another, ſo the Holineſs of Marriage will 
appear by the vile Wickedneſs of its Enemy Adultery ; whereby the fifth pare 7 
of the Moral Law is expreſly violated, viz. the ſeventh and tenth Command- 
meat, ſome of the Ancients followiag the Greek Tranſlation, read that for the 
ſixth, which we read for the ſeventh, and give their reaſon for it, as Phils 
the Jew, who ſaith, Merito, Deo et Hominebus, exoſa res adulterium, inter 
crimina, ordinem ducit, That deſervedly is Adultery, hateful to God and Man, 
and therefore is placed as chief of Crimes, that are injurious to Men. Chaſte 
and modeſt Women haye ever preferred their Chaſtity to their Lives 
and if we well conſider, that Common-wealths ariſe from, and are 

. preſerved by Marriages; Adultery ſhakes their Foundations, converts con- 
jugal Love into mutual Hatred, alienates Inheritances to a ſpurious Iſſue, while 

the right Heir is ſupplanted by it: whole Houſes are filled with Reproaches and 
Feuds, which deſcend to Poſterity, and not ſeldom break forth in publick Miſe- 
ries and Deſtruction, of which many trafical Inſtances occur in all Hiſtories: 
what ' Guilt and Miſery did this draw even on David and his Family? from 
which the Sword was not to depart, on that account. 

' 7. The great Diſpleaſure of a holy God declared againſt Violation of the 
Marriage Covenant, is ſufficient to prove it moſt ſacred : for as the greatneſs 
of a Sin is to be conſidered according to the greatneſs of the Puniſhment, inflict- 
ed by a juſt Judge, ſo the Diſhonourers of Marriage, hath by the Law of God 

been obnoxious to the ſeyereſt Puniſhment, not only Death temporal, but eter- 
nal; by Moſets Law, it is evident, that Death was the Wages of that Sin, Lev. 


2. 
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": rv. and that ſtoning, moſt ignominious and painful, Dew. 22. 21, 22, Joh. g. 
g. nor was this Law peculiar to the Jews, but what God hath engraven in the 


Hearts of Mankind: Abimelech a Heathen, threatned it with Death, Gen. 26. 
and by his and Pharaoh's Practice, it's evident, how far Nature's Light taught 


them to abhor it. The Egyptians ſeverely puniſhed Joſeph for an alledged At- 


tempt, Ger. 39. 20. Thamar when ſhe had buried two Husbands, and was betro- 
hed to a third, for violating that Contract, was condemned to be burned ; 
Which would ſeem was the Puniſhment of that Crime then and there; as the 
Babylonians roaſted in the Fire Ahab and Zedekiah, two Adulterers, Jer. 29. 22, 
23. the Law of Jealouſy, Num. 25. ſhows, that even the ſecret Adultereſſes 


were to be a Curſe among the People; God immediately diſcovering, and 


plaguing the Sin, by the rotting of her Belly, and ſwelling of her Thigh: 
The Arabians puniſhed it by Death; Srrabo Geogr. lib. 16. the Egyptians cut o 

the Noſe of the Adultereſs ; the old Germans publickly cudgeled ſuch to Death; 
the Saxons burned the Adultereſs, and hanged the Adulterer over her; The 


Wars of Troy cauſed by it, ſhows the Grecians Indignation at it; by the Law of 


the twelye Tables, among the Romans, it was to be rewarded by Death; which 
Puniſhment the Chriſtian Emperours, Canſtance and Conſtantins, appointed to be 
inflicted-owfuch,” in the Roman Empire, as appears in the Theodoſzan Code; nor 
do the Tunis themſelves allow it any Mercy; whence it's plain, that Marriage 


| muſt be ſacred and inviolable, ſeeing its contrary is ſo abominable to all Man- 


ind, and by God declared worthy of Death temporal and eternal. = 
. Having made it appear, that Marriage eſpecially amongſt Chriſtians, is God's 


Holy Ordinance :- it will neceſſarily follow, firſt, that it is no matter of Indiffe- 


rency, as fome learned Men have been pleaſed to aſſert ; ſeeing none of God's 


Appointments, or neceſſary Means in order to good ends, can poſſibly be indif- 


ferent. :God expreſly aſſerting, It is not good, that Man ſhould be alone, there- 
Sore I will make him an help meet for him. If it be ſaid, that tho the Ordinance 
He not indifferent, yet Men are left at Liberty to obey or obſerve it; to this we 
Ay, chat it's hardly ſuppoſable, that the all-wiſe God created a ſpecial ſort of 


EEreature, ſuch as Woman is, without a ſpecial end; or that he ordained the 


Preſervation of Mankind, without lawful and proper means for that end, or 
made Laws not obligatory upon his Subjects; whereof there be divers relating 
to Marriage. 20, Our Lord Chriſt hath told his Diſciples, Mat. 19. 11. All 
Hen cannot receive this ſaying, viz. (It is not good to marry) ſave they to whom it is 
given: for there are ſome Eunuchs, which were ſo born from their Mother's 
Womb; there be none which are made ſo by Men amongſt us: and very few 


he that is not able to receive this ſaying, onght to obſerve that of the Apoſtle, 


nhave the Gift. of Continen- 
* 


1 Cor. . 2. nevertheleſs to avid Fornication, 5 5 have his own Wife, aud 
Biz 


let every llloman have her own:kiusband, 30) Tho 


that have made themſelves ſo for the Kingdom of Heaven's ſake: and therefore l 
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where he bleſſed it, and 2. 24. when he enjoyned Man, to leave Father and Mon 


5 5 — 
cy, he may be obliged to marry, as Adam was, when God thought-it not meet 
that he ſhould be alone: there being many other good ends, for which it was 


ordained, beſide, to be a Remedy againſt Luſt ; unleſs we will think Man not | 


obliged in his capacity to preſerve his kind in the World, and a Church to ſerve 


God in it; and tho Nature and croſs Providence might juſtly hinder fome Men to 


engage in it, it follows not, that they are not obliged tho theſe Lets were remov- 
ed, a deaf Man cannot hear the Word, or a dumb Man cannot ſing Pſalms, yet 


hearing and ſinging are not hereby made indifferent to them that can: it's a2 


Duty to keep holy the Sabbath, yet Works of Neceſſity and Mercy may be 
done without Profanation thereof; ſo in times of Perſecution, it may be better 
not to marry, and good for the preſent Diſtreſs, yet it is not always ſo. 2ly, It: 
is evident hence, that Marriage is not a meer civil Contract, for civil and earth- 
ly Ends only ; but a religious Covenant, whoſe principal Ends are ſpiritual, 


and ſuch as the Souls of Mankind are more concerned in than their Corps; and 


what is civil in it, is but in order to promote theſe greater Ends. | 
If it be allowed then, that this Inſtitution is holy in its Author, Subject, Ends, 
Form, Effects and Sanction, it cannot be eaſily denied, that Chriſtians entering. 
into that hononrable State, ought to have a ſolemn religious regard to theſe, 
and publickly to profeſs the fame, which will further appear if we conſider, 
Firſt, as God, of whom, to whom, and through whom are all things, ought 
to be by us acknowledged in all our ways, and then he will direct our Paths, Prov. 3. 
6. both in Honeſty and Felicity, ſo there being none of the ways of Men wherein 
the preſent and future Happineſs of them and theirs may be more concerned than 
in this; it is plain, that God ought to be in this accordingly acknowledged as the 
Author of this Ordinance, whoſe Glory ſhonld be our chief end in it, as Law= 
iver, whoſe revealed Will ſhould be our Rule in all its concerns, as Judge and 
itneſs, of the Fidelity and Sincerity of the Contracters, as the Fountain of all 
Marriage Bleſſings ; wherefore his Honour ought to be aimed at, his Laws con- 
ſulted, his Judgment reverenced, and all neceſſary Bleſſings begged from him: 
and ſeeing 4 prudent Wife is from the Lord, in a more ſpecial manner than 


| Houſe and Riches, Prov. 19. 14. and whoſo findeth ſuch, findeth a good thing. 


and obtaineth Favour of him, Prov. 18. 22. it is clear, we ſhould a if we would 
receive, and the more neceſſary the Bleſſings are, the ſtronger our Supplications 
for them ought to be; and Marriage Bleſſings being not July perſonal, but al- 
ſo publick, wherein they and their Relations are concerned, fo the means to 
obtain theſe Bleſſings ought to be ſuch; for quod omes tangit ab omnibus traſtari 
debet. 29, As God's Example in reſting the ſeventh day and hallowing it, is 
an obliging Reaſon for our ſanctifying the Sabbath; ſo his Example in _— 
Marriage, and prefcribing Duties to the married when he ordained it, ſhoh 

direct and oblige us how to behave in that matter, as appears from Gr. 1. 28. 


ther 


| (16) 

EF ther, and cleave to bis Wife: where we may ſee, Marriage Bleſſings neceſſary, 
& elſe he who doth nothing in vain, had not given them, and God the Author of 
them who ought to be ſought to for them: as alſo Marriage Duties ought to be 
taught, elſe why did God give ſuch Laws to our firſt Parents when he firſt joyned 
them. 3/y, In conformity to this firſt and beſt Pattern, the Godly of old mana- 


this matter in a more ſolemn religious manner, as Abraham when to diſpoſe 
of Jſaac in Marriage, did with pious Care inſtruct his Servant and Son's Proxy, 
taking an Oath of him, Gen. 24. 2. to make a religious choice; none of the ido- 


atrous and curſed Poſterity of Canaan, ver. 3. but of Shem's Family; to whom 
© were Bleſſings promiſed, Gen. 9. 26. Herein acted by Faith, he aſſured himſelf 


(fich no doubt he had prayed for) that would God ſend his Angel to honour and 
proſper the Marriage, ver. 7. the godly Servant no leſs religiouſly acted his 
| rk praying for Direction and Succeſs, ver. 13, 14, 15. the Parents and 
Friends conclude the matter with Prayer, ver. 16. and they bleſſed Rebekah, and 
ſaid, Be thou the Mother of thouſands and millions, and let thy Seed poſſeſs the gates of 
#boſe that hate them. Neither was 1/aac's Blefling and Prayer wanting in this, when 
bis Wife was brought unto him, being then meditating in the Field, ver. 63. the 
word tranſlated Meditate, ſignify ing alſo to Pray: nor is it improbable he was im- 
ployed in both; for as Meditation is a good Preparative to Prayer, ſo Prayer is a 
good Concluſion of our Meditations. Whence we may ſee, how holily all Per ſons 
concerned, proceeded in this Patriarch's bleſſed Marriage. Eſau's Impiety 
EF firſt diſcovered. it ſelf, in his profane Match, 'which was a grief of Mind to his 
Fgoaly Parents, Gen. 26. 34, 35. Wehavealſo another great Inſtance of this na- 
ture, in that famous Marriage of Boaz and Ruth, chap. 4. 11. he having managed 
the matter according to the Law of God, the Elders and People in a ſolemn 
manner in the Gate, called upon God for his Bleſſings to the married Couple; 
which Cuſtom was afterward tranſmitted to Poſterity, and is alledged to be the 
ground of the Marriage Solemnities, religiouſly obſerved among the Jews to 
this day: nor did our Lord, who condemned many of the Traditions of the El- 
ders, reprehend theſe, but honoured them with his Preſence, and firſt Miracle 
- In Galilee, Joh. 2. nor is it improbable, that he who miraculouſly bleſſed the 
Wine for his Friends Benefit and Honour, bleſſed alſo the Perſons, on whoſe ac- 
© - count he came there: and as he omitted no Occaſion of inſtructing and exhort- 
ing "theſe with whom he converſed, ſuitable to the Opportunity; we mult not 
think that he miſemployed that time, but did anſwerable to the Occaſion, teach 
ftheſe concerned, and fo. made it a religious Feaſt. 1 > 
J, The Light of Nature hath taught the Nations to ſolemnize Marriage re- 
Ugiouſly, the Greeks of old overdid in this matter, rather than underdid; they 
ad their God Hymen, the Inſtituter and Protector of Virgin Marriages ; whom 
on ſuch Occaſions they invocated, according to that of Ovid, Fulgus Hymen 
mene vocat: The Woman being eſpouſed, went with her Parents and Friends 


en 
OS 4 Os 
to Minerva's Temple, to take leave of the Virgin Goddeſs, to whom ſhe offer- 
ed Gifts, for her Favours by-paſt, and then both Parties offered to Jupiter and * 
Juno, whom they worſhipped as Overſeers of Marriage; they had their Wed- 
ding Sacrifices called, LGamelei al] and Marriage Prayers, called, LEuchai gamelei- * 


af without which, the Marriage was judged [Gamos agamos] no Marriage, or 
_ unlucky. 3 9 | 


The Romans who had moſt of their Laws and Language from them, rather ; 


exceeded than came ſhort of the Grecians, having their Spenſalia, Eſpouſals re- 
corded on Tables, as Juvenal, Sat.s, _ — ER We 
Si tibi begittimis actam, junctamque, tabellis, 

non es amaturus. . | 


Which Tables, ſigned with the Signets of certain Witneſſes preſent, called | 
therefore Sgnatores, the Man procured a Soothſayer, and the Woman another, 
to 85 ſult about the Proſperity of their pur poſed Marriage, as the ſame Poet, 


Sat. I D.. . 


 Veniat, cum Signatoribus Auſpex. 


Then coming before a Prieſt, and Sacrifices and Prayers being offered, the Par- 1 


ties ſolemnly vowed. in the Temple, at the Altar, to live faithfully together, 
as Husband and Wife; then they eat of the conſecrated Bread, whence the Mar- 


riage was called, Confarreatio, a farre, Corn of which the Bread was made; and 


Marriage without theſe Rites was judged, Nuptiæ inuptæ : for this religious ſa- 
lemnizing Marriage, Dien. Hall. Anti. Rom. lib. 2. admires and commends the 
Roman Laws, enacted by Romulus, above thoſe of other Nations, of whoſe Laws 
givers ſpeaking, he faith, Alii quidem, multum, &c. but other Law-givers, in- 


deed, if I may ſo ſay, have erred in the chief parts of Legiſlation, as for In- ; 


ſtance, In Marriage, or N of Men with Women; whence their Legi- 
ro 


flator ought to begin, as at that | 
made this on Law, Lex autem hæc erat, Mulierem nuptam, quum ſacratis legibug 


in manum mariti conveniſſet, cum es ommnumn benorum, et ſacrorum participem eſſe, I 


i. e. The Woman married, coming under the Power of a Hurband, by holy Laws, 
ſhall partake with him in all his Goods, and things ſacred, & c Vocabant autem antiqus 


ſacras nuptias, the Ancients ſaith he, called it, Hely Marriage; the Advantage 


m which Nature derives our Life: Romulus | 


whereof, was that married Women were hereby obliged as having no other 


Refuge to ſubject themſelves to their Husbands, and Husbands to maintain their 


own Wives, the excellency of which Laws, among other Advantages to the 1 


Common- wealth, he proves by this, that for 520 years, there was not one 
er diſſolved at Rome, and he who fir put away his Wife, became there- 
by infamous. 858 ; 7 TE 

The Jems to this day obſerve their ancient Rites, in efpouſing and marrying 
in a folemn religious manner, whereof Buxtorf in his Synag. Fud. cap. 28 de Nup= 


tis, gives an account, ſhewing that CO muft be celebrated in the Syna- 
A | | —_—_-.... 


_— g 


& gogue by a Rabbi, uſing divers Prayers; the Form of which, are at large ſet 
don by Genebrard: The Bridegroom being obliged to ſay a long Prayer, with 
= whom the Company joyned : Grot. on Mat. 25 commending their Cuſtom, 
; > aſſerts that its a reputed Crime among them, for the Bridegroom to uſe his ma- 
& rital right before the Eulogies or Benedictions be performed. but of this Sub- 

- ject tet who will conſult Puxtorf's Goodwin, Weems, Kc. 

| 1. The Reaſons determining all civiliz'd Nations to this, are not only the In- 
tereſt of particular Perſons and Families, but Kingdoms and Churches depend 
upon this happy Conſtitution, as the good of the whole upon the well-being of 
its conſtituent parts; for from hence the vertuous Education of Children for 
| their ſeveral Vocations in Church and State, as well as the Preſervation and In- 
= creaſe of Familes and Nations; hence due Subordination to Magiſtrates and | 
M.iniſters; this is the Foundation of Induſtry, he being worſe than an Infidel 
that doth not provide for his Family. All Relations by Conſanguinity and Af- 
finity ſpring from this Root; whence mutual Friendſhip, Peace and unity of Af- 
fections come, and therefore, no wonder all Mankind value that whereby they 
haye their Honour, Intereſt and other Privileges that are moſt valuable.  ... 
. The woful Experience of the many pernicious Effects of profane Conjunc- 
«tions hath been taken notice of by Heathens themſelves, as the Fountain of all 
W | | e Lakin 22 
Frecunda culpæ, . nuptiaa "> 
EF Primum inquinavere ; et genus, et domus, 
Hic fonte, derivata clades, 6 
mn Patriam, populumque fluxit. 
Fertile in Faults, theſe times, the ſacred State 
Of Marriage; did firſt contaminate, ee e 
Houſes and offspring then; whence Plagues, a Flood 
Amongſt the People, from that Fountain flow'd. 5. 


« 


The Univerſal Deluge, the greateſt Judgment that ever came upon Mankind, 
was procured by the unhallowed Conjunctions of the Sons of God, with the 
Daughters of Men, and their taking them Wives of all they pleaſed, Gen. G. f, 2, 
23. without regard to the Glory or Pleaſure of God. The Deſtruction of Sodom 
= and Gomorrha came from the Neglect and Profanation of this Ordinance, Jude 
. Suffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire therefore. By this Balaam the Son of Boz- 
a4 rx made Hrael to ſin, and thereby brought them under the heavy Indignation of 
© God : but all Hiſtories, both ſacred and profane, are fo full of Inſtances of the 
tragieal Conſequences of violating the Laws of Marriage, that we cannot but 
ſee a 3 ot engaging in that State, and performing the Duties thereof 77 
lt will alfo evidently appear, that Exerciſes of religious Worſhip upon this 
» occaſion ovght to be ſolemn, as the Nature of the Ordinance requires, which 


1 ought 
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(19) 


ought to be always publickly celebrated, ſeeing we have the greateft and beft Þ 
Examples, as well as ſtrongeſt Reaſons for ſo doing. cf 

1. For Example, all Mankind, and God in a ſpecial manner was preſent at the 
firſt Marriage, Laac's tho by a Proxy contracted, was not only publick, but hon- 


onred with the Preſence of an Angel, Gen. 24. 7. Jacob's was remarkably o, 


Gen. 29. 22. Thus did Sampſer's Parents and himſelf celebrate his, according to 
known and approven Cuſtom both of Few and Gentile, Judg. 14. Boaz and Ruth had 


their Marriage honoured by the Preſence of the Elders, in the Gates of the City: 
among Heathens, Ahaſuerus and Efther ; the Parable of the Marriage Feaſt, 


Mat. 22. 2. with that of the wiſe and fooliſh Virgins, at. 25. Chriſt's Pre- i 
ſence at ſuch a Solemnity, miraculouſly ſupplied with Wine, ſufficiently demon- 


ftrates the matter of fact; nor do the Fews to this day celebrate MArT10ge 


without ten Witneſſes, that being the leaſt number to make a Synagogue; which 
they found upon Boaz Example, Ruth 4. 2. we have alſo before inſtanced the 


like both among Greeks and Romans. | 


2. This appears from the Law of God, ordaining Eſpouſals or publick nel 


trothing, Perſons reſolved to marry before they were actually married, as is 
clear from Exod. 21. 8, 9. and 22. 16. Lev. 19. 20. Deut. 28. 30. and ſo ſtrict 
was this Law, that the Violation of Eſpouſals was to be puniſhed with Death, 
and that ſtoning, Deut. 22. 23, 24. or with ſcourging, if the Woman were a 


bond Maid, Lev. 19. 10. at leaſt by putting her away, as Joſeph deſigned to do 
with Mary, Mat. 1. 19. The Sponſalia among the Romans were publickly per- 


formed, and Pledges given for mutual performance of their Promiſes; hence 
the uſe of the Pronubus Annulus, given in earneſt to the Woman, which was ne- 


yer uſed as now, after mutual plighting troth, but always before the Marriage. 


The reformed Church of France, can. 2. of Marriage, Judged meet that promiſe 
of Marriage de futuro be publickly performed with ſolemn Prayers. 


3. And indeed the Reaſons of this are plain and evident, as firſt, The Law 


of God prohibiting Adultery under the ſevereſt Penalties temporal and eternal, 


requireth it; for if Marriage were not made publick, Men might fall into this 


Guilc through invincible Ignorance ; whence Pharaoh juſtly reproved Abraham 
for denying his Wife, Gen. 12. 18, 19. What is this that thou haft done unto me; 
why didft thou not tell me ſhe was thy Wife? Iſaac was alſo reproved by Abime- 
lech for this kind of Secrecy, Gen. 26. 10. What is this thou haſt done unto us 2 
one of the People might lighih have lien with thy Wife, and ſo thou ſhouldeſt have 
brought Guiltineſs upon us. W hence it appears, theſe Heathens had ſo juſt a ſenſe 
and abhorrence of Adultery, that none of them would have been guilty of it 


if they had known; ſo that theſe will appear in Judgment againſt ſuch pretend 


ed Chriſtians as wilfully and wittingly commit this Sin. Te Sy: 
2. It is neceſſary to preſerve the Honour and Authority of Parents over their 


2 
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Children, left by ſecret ——— many prove as Eſau did, a * 5 4 


1 


— 


| J 3 
3. All pre- engagment could eaſily otherwiſe be defeated, and the injured 


Party neither have liberty nor opportunity to prevent Perjury in others, or groſs 
 Injuſtice to themſelves and Friends. 1 —m5 . 


4. The Civil Magiſtrate is incapacitate to terrifie evil Doers in this kind, un- 


leſs by good Evidence it can be made appear to him; and as Adultery, wilful 
Deſertion, Poligamy, Inceſtous Marriages, &c. might paſs unpuniſhed, fo theſe 
EF who might otherwiſe lawfully marry, could not expect the Magiſtrates Protec- 
tion in their civil Rights as married Perſons, when they could hot by ſufficient 


Evidence juſtifio their Tittle to them. 


© to be diſputed amongft Chriſtians, but that Back ſhould conſulc God, ſupplicare 


5. Legittimacy of Children, and right to Succeſſion without publick Marria- 
ges, can never be made appear fuffictently. 1 . 
6. Tho the Church doth not judge of Secrets, yet it cannot purge them from 


the unfraitful Works of Darkneſs, who have nothing to aſledge for their Ho- 
neſty and Innocency but their own Teſtimony, and as ſuch deſired not its 
HBleſſing, they cannot pretend to the honourable Privilege of orderly Marri- 

age; from all which it may be ſafely concluded, that Marriage is God's own 


Inſtitution, to be entred in by publick and ſolemn Acts of religious Worſhip, 


| eſpecially amongft Chriſtians, who ought to marry inthe Lord. 
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CHAP. l. 


; 93 the honourable State of Marriage is religiouſly to be engaged in, it 


may be enquired, Firſt, What Parts of religious Worſhip are requiſite” at 

it. 20, By whom to be performed. „„ {tf 5 
As to the former, Marriage Laws being moral, and obliging all Perſons, at all 
times, and in all places, as to what is eſſential, (whatever the various Cuſtoms, 


and Humours of Nations, or Conditions of Perſons, may be pleaſed to make 


its Appurtenances or Solemnities) ſo we believe, the Worſhip proper and re- 
iſite at it's Celebration, ought to be moral, conſiſting, firſt, In a religious 
Explication of Marriage Laws. Secondly, Exhorting to theſe Duties. Third- 


KS Iy, Solemn mutual covenanting of the Parties, confirmed with religions Oaths. 


Fourthly, Prayer for proper Bleſſings. Fifthly, Bleſſing God for the Relati- 


on it ſelf, and the Perſons married; all which are moral Duties: As to Cere- 
© monies, or Adminiſtration of Sacraments, as neceſſary on ſuch occaſions, nei- 
ther Scripture, nor Reaſan directs us to any fach © - LO 


4s to the Perſons concerned in this Worſhip, ſeeing it's no private Tranſacti- 


on only but that wherein a Community is concerned. 1/, The Parties marry- 
ing, as they ought to marry in the Lord, that is in Obedience to his Call, in 
dependence upon his Bleſſing, and with a deſign to advance his Glory; ſo it's not 


him 


— % 
— 


Pry 


him, and thankfully acknowledg him, in a ſpecial manner, upon ſuch remark⸗ 


able occaſion. 2%, As we in our Creed profeRs' to believe the Communion of 


Saints, ſo all Perſons. herein concerned, ought to joyn'religiouſly, in their Sup- 
plications to God for them, as the Elders and People did with Bent and Ruh. 
But as God hath appointed all his Worſhip to be performed in Deceacy and 
Order, that it may be for Edification, ſo he hath authorized Directors, and 
ſuch as are to be Preſidents in all publick Worſhip : in Families, the Head of the 
Family is hereunto obliged, and as a Paſtor of the Flock, is Prefident over di- 
vers Families; ſo when Worſhip exceeds the bounds of a ſingle Family, within 
a Congregation where he is preſent,” and call'd, it would appear ptoper for him 
to manage that matter: and therefore, we ſhall, conſider, 1, That he ug 
to be concerned in it. 2h, How far, firſt, By Vertue of his Office, he is obli- 
ged to inform, and direct the Conſciences of all under his Care, to pray for; an 
bleſs them, when thereunto required, elſe he is not a faithful Shepherd Steward, 
or Watchman : and beſide, ſince the days of the Apoſtles tiFnow, all Chriſti- 
an Churches whatſoever, have judged it Duty to employ their Miniſters in this 
Work; and if the Maxim of Lyrinenſis hold good, Qued ſemper, quod bins, 
quod ab omnibus obſervatum eſt; this muſt be an Apoſtolick Conſtitütion; for 
from the beginning of Chriſtianity, at leaſt from the Apoſtles time, this hath 
been obſerved in all Chriſtian Churches; for as there is a general Rule, let all 
things be done in Decency and order, 1 Cor. 14. 40. that hath been particularly 4 
applied to this caſe. Ignatius in his Epiſtle to Polycarp, ſaich, Decet nuptias fer: 
conſenſu Epiſcopi ut ſintſccundum Domitum, 1. e. Marriage on gbi to be engaged in wiib 
Conſent of the Biſhop, that they may be in the Lord, Teri, in his Apology for Chrifti= 4 
ans then accuſech as we are of the Guilt of impure Congreſs, or unclean Conjuncti-. 
ons, ſaid, as we can ſay truly, Damnantur apud nos, accultæ conjunttiones, non 
prius apud Eccleſiam profeſſe, Secret Marriages are condemned by us, ſuch as fe 
not publiſhed before to the Church: And in his Epiſtle to his Wife, he faith, 
Diode ſuſſci am, &c. Hom ſhall 1 expreſs the Felicity , that Aarriage, which the - | 
Church hath procured, the Oblation or Thankſgivsng bach confirmed, Angels haue 1. 
ported, and the Father hath ratified. Amb. epiſt. 70. ad Vigil. Conjugium benedie- 
tione ſac erdotali ſanflificari eportet, Marriage ſhould be ſanitified with the Prieſts Þ 
mene, And it's highly rational to believe, that Chriſtians having ſeparated ' 
themſelves from the heatheniſh, ſuperſtitious, 'idolatrous Rites obſerved in 
Marriage, that they wonld in a Chriftian and maſt inoffenfive manner, cele. 
brate Marriage, to throw off that Scandal caft upon them, of unclean and fe- - 
eret Conjunctions, becauſe they were obliged to worſhip God within private 
Walls in the night time: but as this is no matter of Debate with us and our 
Adverſaries, nor with any reformed. Church, ſo we ſhall not need to inſiſt in 
proving that Which very few or none deny, When the Reaſons cf it are plain, 
that an honourable Relation being to be made, all Parties concerned — , 
| Saks Dunn 
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ought to be employed piouſly in that which doth touch themſelves, or the Com- 
munity whereof they are Members; it will therefore more eaſily appear, when 
we have ſhown; 1ſt, What is not. 2, What is the Miniſters Duty in this caſe. 
I, Altho we believe Marriage facred, yet we know it is no Sacrament, as 
being inſtituted in the State of Innocency, and never ſince appointed to ſignifie, 
© ſeal, or exhibite Grace, being common to Chriſtians and Infidels; and where 
there is no ſenſible ſign of inviſible Grace, and therefore plead no Concern in 
this as a Sacrament, which Papiſts do thereby,with others, ingroſling all Matri- 
monial matters under their Juriſdiction. 77 _, 
20, Nor do we look on the Preſence and Prayer of a Miniſter, as abſolutely 
neceſſary to the being of this Relation; for the firſt was good, tho no Prieſt was 
preſent, God himſelf joyning them, and ſo not to be put aſunder, ae. 1 9. 6. for 
à ſolemn Oath before God and ſufficient Witneſſes, (tho neither Magiſtrates nor 
* Miniſters adminiſter the fame) is obligatory. The want of Miniſterial Benedicti- 
on (tho requiſite ad bene eſſe, and decent Solemnizing of Marriage) can never make it 
void, ſeeing Multa impediuns matrimonium contnahendum, que non dirimunt contract- 
um, Many things hinder Marriage to be contracted, which cannot annul it, being a Right 
of the Law of Nature and Nations, and ſo not voidable hy Canon Laws, or Eccle- 
* Gaſtick Conſtitutions, The Marriages of Infidels are valid, in foro Dei, et conſci- 
entiæ, in the Court of God and Genet; tho deſtitute of the Prieſt's Bleſſing, 
Eſau's was not made void for want of his Father's Bleſſing to it. | . 
3h, Altho the Popiſb Clergy, with others, have drawn all Matrimonial Cau- 
ſes under their Juriſdiction and Cognizance ;, yet ſeeing from the beginning it 
- was. not fo, the Civil Magiſtrate is unqueſtionably the proper Judge in all its 
Givil-Concerns, as Payment of Portions, . Joynters, ſecuring | of Widows and 
E Orphans Eftates : Theſe, Miniſters ought no more to he Judges and Dividers 
in, than their great Maſter Chriſt would be, Laute 12. 14. 


4359, All coercive Power oyer the Perſons and Eſtates of the married, all cor- 
poral Puniſhments and pecuniary Nulets to be inflifted upon the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of Marriage Laws, belong properly to them, in whoſe Hand God hath not put 
the Sword in Vain; and therefore the corporal Puniſhment of Adultery, . Poli- 
gamy, inceſtuous Marriage, &c. The Church hath no more Claim to, than to 
the Civil Sword; all then we judge proper to the Miniſterial Office, is, 1/, That 
the Perſons concerned, may by them have their Conſciences well informed con- 
cerning theſe Laws of God, relating to Marriage, whereof there be divers in 
Scriptüure. The Jewiſß Rabbins who have reduced the whole Law into fix hun- 
dred and thirteen Precepts, which they have diſtinguiſhed into twelve Houſes, of 
E affirmative, and as many negative Precepts, have made twelve affirmative re- 
lating to Matrimony, and eight negative; we ſhall not juſtify the exactneſs of 
the Number or Diſtribution, but fure there be many relating to this, wherein 
| the Conſciences of Chriſtians ate concerned: We are caught by the Propher, 
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Mal. 2. 7. that the Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledg, and they ſhould ſeek the Law | 
at his Mouth, for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, which is expreſly ſpo- 
ken, with reſpect to Marriage Laws, as appears, ver. 11,12. where marrying 
with the Daughters of a ſtrange God, is condemned; and dealing treasheron 
with the Wife of thy Youth, ver. 14. and the Prieſts Neglect in this, is challenged, 
as a corrupting the Covenant of Levi; they being proper Judges and Interpreters 
of theſe Laws, as appears from Deut. 17. 8, 9, 10. Prieſts were particularly lo. 4 
in the caſe of Jealouſy, Num. 5. and marrying with ſtrange Women; and from 
zra 10. that by order of the Prieſts, it appears, a Covenant was made fo pus 
away all ſtrange Wives: Chriſt himſelf, tho he declined being a Judge or Di- 
vider in matters Civil, Lul. 12. 14. yet gave his Judgment in caſes Matrimoni- 
al, Mat. 5. 31, 32: and 19. 3, 13. which ſhows, he owned them as under his 
Juriſdiction: the Church of Corinth applied to the Apoſtle Paul for Reſolution, 
of divers Queſtions of this Nature, 1 Cor. 7. where he anſwers them, as firſt, . 
Whether it were lawful and convenient for Chriſtians to marry ? 2ly, Whe- 
ther married Perſons might deny due Benevolence? 30, If it were more eli- 
gible for unmarried Perſons to continue ſo at that time? 4y, If Divorce was 
lawful amongſt Chriſtians ? 5%, If a Believer could lawfully deſert an Unbelie- 
ver, being lawfully married? 65, If Parents might give in Marriage their Vir- 
gins? 7ly, If Widows might marry a ſecond time? All which he perſpicuoup. 
{ly reſolves, as well as the caſe of excommunicating the Inceſtupua Perſon, 1 Cor. 
F. Which was a notorious Breach of the Laws of God about Marriage; whence 
it appears, that Miniſters act not without their Sphere when concerned in Ma- 
trimonial Laws, às directing the Conſciences of their Flocks therein. 3 
 21y, It is part of the Miniſterial Work to exhort to theſe Duties, which the 
Word of God obliges theſe under their care to perform, and that not only pub- 
lickly, but from Honſe to Houſe, Acts 20. 22. And ſeeing Families are not on- 
ly integral Parts of larger Churches, but alſo Domeſtick Churches, it concerns 
ſuch as ſuperintend theſe, to have ſpecial regard to laying the Foundation, as 
Families be, both in Church and State. Miniſters are called to exhort and teach 
both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4.6. and therefore, no Chriſtian that ever 
duly confidered the many and various Duties of a married Life, can judge it un- 
ſeatpnable to be exhorted to theſe on ſuch occaſion, by theſe who watch for 
their Souls, as they who muſt give an account of them, Heb. 13. For if every Chriſt- 
ian be in Charity bound to exhort one another daily, Heb. 3. 13. much more theſe, 2? 
whoſe Office authorizeth them thereunto, when they have Opportunity to do 
good tothe Houſhold of Faith, Gal. 6. 10. Levi was obliged by Covenant and Of= I 
fice to teach Jacob God's Judgments, and Iſrael his Law, Dent. 33. 10. amongſt 
which were divers relating to Marriage, the Prieſts. neglect of which is ſevere- 
ly threatned, Aal. 2. where it hath been obſerved, that there is therein ſpecial 
regard had to Marriage; for that Prophet living in the time of Ezra and FR | 
RY f | man, © 
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mal, when unlawful Marrfages and Divorces were the crying Sins, the Prieſts 
are condemned particularly as not delivering the Law of God in theſe matters, 
E which could not be, unleſs it were their Duty to concern themſelves therein: 
nor would Peter or Paul have ſo much preſſed Marriage Duties as they do, 
1 Per. 3. Epb. 5. Col. 3. if it had not concerned their Office; and in their Epiſt- 
les to Timothy and Titus they plainly exhort them as Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
| exhort theſc under their charge to perform their Marriage Dutie. 
30, God having promis'd, and Man needing Bleſſings proper to a married 
Condition, we ought to at,, we would receive, Mat. J. J. it being a part of the 
© Miniſters work to give themſelves continually to Prayer for the Flock, Acts 6, 4. It 
© muſt be their Duty to pray for all Perſons under their care in their ſeveral ſtati- 
ons and relations, as appears from 1 Tim. 2. 1. Samuel durſt not neglect this, 1 Sam. 
12. 23. when he ſaid, God forbid that 1 ſhould ſin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for 
#.: but Twill teach you the good and the right way. It was part of the Prieſts Of- 


ie to be God's Remembrancersfor his People, Joel 2. 17. and even in matters 
t of this nature Prayers have been uſeful and approven, as Abraham's for Abime- 
eck and his Wife; whereby the Barrenneſs of the Family was cured, Gen. 20. 
compare ver. 7 with the 17. and if Miniſters Prayers be neceſſary and uſeful in 
matters of far leſs conſequence, as all Chriſtians will eaſily acknowledge, they muſt 
he more neceſſary in_the matters of -greateſt importance, as to Man's preſent 
Happineſs. Fan Mm be ſick, be inay call for the Elders of the Church, Jam. 5. 
© 14. And as we are to make our Requeſts known unto God for all things, be- 
Auuſe he careth for us, much more in this condition of Care; and feeing the ef- 
fectaal fervent Prayers of the Righteous avail, theſe who believe fo, ought not 
E to contemn or neglect them: and it's not to be paſſed over without regrate, 
© that ſo many Perſons profeſſing Seriouſnehs, are ſo little ſuch in this moſt ſeri- 
E 4h, It being part of the Miniſters Work to bleſs the People, Num. 6 23, 24. 
as God at the firſt Inſtitution of this Ordinance did; it would appear that he 
| Of theſe in Authority under him) ought in this matter to be imitated ; whence 
E Chrifian Churches have judged Miniſterial Bleſſing requiſite on ſuch Occaſions, 
and to declare, that ſuch as God hath joyned,Men ought not to put azunder, with- 
out ſufficient ground from his Law; this being all juſtly claimed to by Miniſters | 
of the Word of God, we cannot ſee how it interfears with the Office of the Ci- 
1 or that ic is inconſiſtent with the Peace and Felicity of Church 
But to vindicate aur Principles and Practice, it will be neceſſary to anſwer 
uch Objections as are made againſt them; the firſt and moſt plauſible is, That 
there is neither ELSE nor Precedent in the Old or New Teſtament, for Pro- 
© phets, Prieſts or Goſpel Miniſters being imployed in this Work, by vertue of 
their Office, and therefore, we cannot rationally preſume to any right of officia- 
ting in this matter. fm. 


Anſw. Firſt, the eſtabliſh'd Clergy (if this be true) have as little right as we 


by vertue of their Office, and therefore, if they ſhould uſe it, they might fight a- 
gainſt themſelves, as well as againſt us: but if they ſay, Tho they have it not 
Lirtute officis, but derive it from the Civil Magiſtrate, we deſire to know, whe- 


© ther this Power they have ſo conveyed to them, be properly Civil or Eccleſiaſt= 


ick ? If Civil: quæritur Firſt, Who made Goſpel Miniſters Adminiſtrators of Ci- 
vil Power, ſeeing their Maſter refuſed to be imployed in ſuch matters? 2ly, How 
cometh this Form to be a part of the Divine Service in the Church, and to be per- 
formed by Men in holy Orders, and none elſe, in conſecrated places, and with con- 
ſecrated Inſtruments? 30, Why muſt it be Solemnized with Rites and Ceremo- 
nies of religious myſtical Signification? but tho States- men may, yet we apprehend 
the Wiſdom of the Clergy will not ſuffer them ſo to civilize Marriage, as may 
defraud themſelves of the Advantage they reap by Matrimonial Cauſes which 
may poſlibly be the event of their declaring it a matter meerly Civil. 1 
20% But to come to the merits of the Cauſe, we deſire theſe few things to be 
conſidered, firſt, That the ſtate of. the Church of God ſince the Fall hath been 
under theſe three diſtinſt Oeconomies, viz. Patriarchal, Mofaical, and Chriſti- 
an under the New Teſtament ; and under all theſe we may diſtinctly conſider 
how matters were acted. 4 | 15 
As to the Patriarchal, which continued from Adam to Moſes, 2500 
Years, the largeſt third part of the World's Age; the Scripture Hiſtory of ſo 
long a time is ſo ſhort, that the particular manner and method of performing 
either Moral or Ceremonial Worſhip cannot be fully and clearly demonſtrated, 
yet there are divers not obſcure hints, and general Rules of what de jure ought © 
to have been done, that may give us ſome ſatisfaction in the matter, if theſe 1 
things be conſidered. 5 8 8 8 i i 
1ſt, It cannot be denied, that Parents have the ſole right of diſpoſing of 


their Children in Marriage, by the Law of Nature, Scripture, . and common + 


conſent of Nations; for as Adam was the Son of God by Creation, Luke 3, 38. 
ſo he gave him immediately in Marriage to the Woman he had made meet for 
him, he having the beſt right to diſpoſe of the Beings himſelf made, and Chit- 
dren now receiving their Beings from their Parents under God, hereby become 
their Parents Right and Property, and therefore God hath allowed them, in his 
room, to give their Children in Marriage, Deut. 7. 3. 1 Cor. 7. 36. 37. Which 
Law of God was obſerved by Abraham diſpoſing of J/aac ; Jacob by the Direct- 


ion of his Parents, and Conſent of his Wives Father; Samſon Judges 14. 2. was 


determined by his Parents; Iſhmael alſo, Gen. 21. 21. The ſame was univerſall 
agreed unto, and is to this day by all Nations; ſo that we need not infiſt much - 
to prove this wherein all agree. _ 5 oo 
250, As Marital Authority is undoubtedly the firſt among Mankind, Gen. 33 

16. whence ariſeth Paternal Power over Families, fo to Fathers pertained the 
1 5 D . Power -- 
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power of adminiſtring all God's holy Ordinanoes to their Families: altho under 


„ 
the Goſpel, the right to officiat with Authority in matters ſacred, is conveyed 
by the Election of the Church, yet under the old Teſtament, it was conveyed 


by Hereditary Right: during the Patriarchs time, the Prieſthood came by Birth- 


Right, wherefore Eſau is judged profane in ſelling his; ſeeing hereby, he did 


not only renounce his Father's-Bleſſing, but the Right of ſucceeding him as 


” Prieſt in the Family; and thus matters continued from Adam to Moſes, when God 


- was pleaſed to take in the room of the Firſt-born, the Tribe of Levi to mini- 


ſter in the Prieſts Office, in which Tribe it continued till the coming of Chriſt. 


350, The Fathers then being both Prieſts and Diſpoſers of their Children, du- 
ring che Patriarchal Government of the Church, Marriage muſt needs be cele- 
pbrated by Perſons authorized to officiat publickly in the Worſhip of God, who, 

no douht, if godly, did manage it in a religious manner. If it be ſaid, that all 
Parents were not Prieſts, yet it cannot be denied, that very many were, which 
will take off the force of the Objection, which alledgeth, that there can be no 
E Inſtance, &c. If it be further ſaid, that what they did, was as Fathers, not as 

Prieſts, we anſwer, That as Fathers they were Prieſts, and therefore the Prieſts 


were ſtill concerned; for as Fathers, they were obliged to teach the Laws of 


God, to exhort, pray for, and bleſs all under their Charge, which is all that 
is neceſſary in a religious Solemnizing of Marriage; and tho we havenoparticu- 


lar account of their Method of performing what was requilite in this matter, 


more than of the religious manner of publick Worſhip ; we muſt not therefore 


deny theſe things, ſeeing a negative Teſtimony is not ſufficient in ſuch Caſes: 
their manner o ö s , 
they did keep it holy, by performing publick and private Exerciſes of Religion 
in the time bleſſed by God for that end. Nor are therefwanting conſiderable 


ſanctifying the Sabbath, is not delivered unto us, yet we believe, 


Hints of their religious Procedure in this matter in general as kath been obſer- 


ved. 


| > Afeer the giving of the Law by Moſes, the Prieſthood being en tocthe 
Family of Levi, did alter the caſe; yet divers things relating to Marriage, did 


properly belong to them, as formerly hath been proven; and tho it cannot be 
+23 4 appear, that theſe, whoſe Work it was, to attend perſonally the Taber- 


F nacle and Temple, could officiat ordinarily in this; yet ſeeing beſide the Temple 
' Worſhip, which was mainly Ceremonial, they had their Sabbath Worſhip, 


As 15.21. for Moſes in old time bath in every city them that preach him, being 


read in the Synagogues every Sabbath day. If what the Jews teach, be true, that 
Marriage is Solemnized in their Synagogues, by the Afiſtance of the Rabbies, ic 


would appear, that theſe to whom the reading of the Law belonged, were im- 


- - ployed in this Solemnity : but it's plain, that Heads of Families were authorized 
do perform Domeſtick Worſhip, not only Moral, but Ceremonial, ſuch as Cir- 
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cumciſion, and the Paſſover, which were obſerved in Families; and theſe har- 
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ing the Power of diſpoſing their Children in Marriage, as we all allow, it fol- 
lows, that Perſons authorized by God, to perform and direct his Worſhip in 
Societies, were imployed particularly on ſuch occaſions, which if godly, no doubt 
they managed in a godly manner. . . | 
This then being the state of this Affair, during the Patriarchat and 
Moſaical Diſpenſation, we are next to conſider it under the New. Te- 
ſtament, where it is to be obſerved, that Precepts given bo Miniſters 
of the Church, are either expreſs, or ſuch as appear by good Conſe- 
quence, as where a goneral is commanded, all particulars therein comprehend- 
ed, are required. Now, tho there be no expreſs Precept, yet it may by na- 
tive Conſequence from the general Precepts, be made appear a Miniſter's Du-- 
ty. There is no expreſs Command given to Miniſters to baptize Infants, yet 
being required to teach, and baptize all Nations, and to ſeal God's Covenant 
to ſuch as are included in it, we are obliged, by vertue of theſe general Pre- 
cepts, to perform the particular Duties required thereby. There is no expreſs »} 
Command for Miniſters to viſit, or pray for the ſick, for that of Jam. 5.15. was 
given in charge to thefe who had miraculous Gifts of healing Diſeaſes, not ex, 

relly requiring others, that can pretend to no ſuch Qualification, elſe we ſnould 

e obliged to anoint them with Oil; yet the Miniſters Duty in this, can be 
made evident by good Conſequence from this and other general Precepts; there- 
fore having an expreſs general Command, to teach Chriſt's Diſciples all things 
whatſoever he hath commanded, Mat. 28. 20. and Marriage Duties being bx 
him particularly commanded, Miniſters are obliged to teach theſe things; and 
being alſo bound to  exhort in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. what more 
ſeaſonable, than to teach People their Marriage Duties on their entering into 
that Condition. Miniſters are alſo bound to do all things in decency and order, * 
I Cor. 14. 40. and by the univerſal Conſent of all Chriſtian Churches, it hal - 
been judged decent and orderly, that a Miniſter of the Word of God, aſſiſt om 
ſuch occaſions ; as Miniſters are to watch for the Souls of their People, as they that ” 
muſt give account, ſo they are bound, in a ſpecial manner, to pray for them in 
every State and Condition of Life, 1 Tim. 2. 1. J exhort therefore, that firſt of ' 
all, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be made for all Men, | 
for Kings, and all that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. We believe that Husbands are put in Authority by 
God over their Wives, and need Prayers, that they may lead. a godly and 
_ peaceable Life; from all which, it's apparent, that Miniſters are obliged to be 
po dg that, wherein the happy State of their Flocks are ſo particularly +} 
concerned. | | | | 7 

But ſome object, we are no Miniſters as wanting Epiſcopal Ordination, and 
therefore have no Pretence to officiat in this: To theſe we anſwer, that if they 

pleaſe to joyn Iſſue with us, we are willing to come to a fair Trial, and to be 2 
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- judged in this matter by the Word of God, with us the ſupream judge of Con- 
troverſies of this kind; and alſo refer our ſelves te the Judgments of all forreign 
reformed Churches; who by this, are condemned as well as we, as having no 
E Miniſters,. and fo no Sacraments orderly diſpenſed, or the Word authoritative- 
& ly preached, and ſono Churches. If it be further infiſted, that we are not the 
FE Miniſters authorized by the Civil Magiſtrate to do this; we ſay no more were 
the primitive Chriſtians for the firſt 300 Years; and yet they Solemnized Mar- 
riage amongſt themſelves; neither do we hear that Heathens made their Mar- 
EF riages void, or perſecuted them on that. account. Our firſt Reformers re- 
jecting the Doctrine of Papiſts, and the multitude of ſuperſtitious Ceremonies 
- ved by them in this Ordinance,” cannot be condemned tho they wanted the 
countenance of civil Authority for-what they did : and it would beſtrange in a 
Proteſtant to teach, That Marriages made by Proteſtants in Spain, France, Italy, 
Ces. are unlawful before God, becauſe not celebrated according to the eſtab- 
E lifk'd Laws of theſe Kingdoms. - © | WET 7 
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If it be further alledged, we expoſe our ſelves and People to trouble unrea- 
1 ſonably on * account, ſeeing Marriage is lawfully Solemnized according to 
the Service Book, by the legally eftablifh*d Clergy. _ . 
Mhatever others think or ſay, who have not duly conſidered things of that 
nature with us, we cannot in our Conſciences comply with what is preſcribed 
in that Book, nor adviſe any fo to do, unleſs we be ſatisfied with the removal of 
5 things to be ſaid, and other things required to be done on ſuch occaſions; 
ich here we offer to the unprejudiced, to be well conſidered; not expecting 
that others will regard what we fay. © ee 
Fir ſtz Whereas it is twice aſſerted, in that Office of Marriage preſcribed by 
the Book, That God conſecrated the State of Marriage to ſuch an high and excellent 
Ayſtely, that init is feenified and repreſented the ſpiritual "Marriage and Unity that 
e ahi hrs Church ; this we cannot believe to be true; becauſe, tho that 
"Myſtical Union is compared thereto, and ſome way ſignified thereby, yet was 
it never confecrated by God, to any ſich end or Myſtical Signification, more 
than the Shepherd and his Flock, the Vine and his Branches, Houſes and their 
Foundations, Heads and Bodies of Men; to all which this Myſtical Union is com- 
pared,andto us reprefented, as appears by Joh. to; and 15. 1, 2. 1 Pet. 2.5, 6. 
;Eph. g. 15, 16. for if any ſuch Conſecration were, it muſt have been at the firſt In- 
fſtitution, or ſince; at the firſt it could not be, there being no ſuch Myſtical | 
Union, Man being in a State of Innocency, and needing no Saviour: the Church 


to which Chriſt is united, is that which he ſo loved, as to give himſelf for it, that he 
might cleanſe it, by waſhing with Water, through the Word, Eph. 5. 25, 26. But When 
this Ordinance was inſtituted, Mankind had neither Spot or Wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing to be waſhed from: there being then no ſuch Union, there could be no 
ſuch Confecration for that end: nor hath it received any ſuch Conſecration ſince; 
for this mult be, either under the Old Teſtament which Papiſts themſelves, the 
firſt Inventers and ſtrenuous Aſſerters hereofdeny, becauſe they deny Marriage un- 
der the old Law to have been a Sacrament; nor is there any Intimation of another 
additional uſe of this Ordinance, ſave to be a Remedy againſt Sin; nor hath Chriſt 
added nnder the New Teſtament any thing more to Marriage, it not being peculi- 
ar to the Church, and of common intereſt to Mankind: theſe who aſſert this, are o- 
bliged to ſnow by whom, when, and why this myſtical Conſecration of Matrimony 
was made, and we'll find it to riſe no higher than from ſome of the Popiſn School- 
men, who to prove Marriage a Sacrament, muſt make it a facred Sign of inviſi= © 
ble Grace, this being the prime Argument made uſe of by them to prove it 
ſo ; as appears by Bellar. de matri. lib. I. cap. 2. alledging Eph. 5. for this Conſe- 
cration; yet all ſound Proteſtants joyntly deny this Doctrine, and its ſandy 
Foundation; wherefore we in our Prayers to God cannot aſſert what we are 
perſwaded is not true, as we muſt, if we uſe the eſtabliſh'd Form of Prayer on 
this occaſion. a | IE 1 
20, We think it unreaſonable to oblige Perſons marrying, to pliaht the- 
troth, to have and to hold, for better for worſe, from that time forward till Death 
them do part; and that firſt, Becauſe Men are hereby obliged to ſomething 
that may become impoſlible for them to do; as in caſe of wilful and obſtinate 
Deſertion ; for if the wilful Deſerter will be gone, how can he or ſhe be held 
till Death do part them; ſeeing by flying into another Kingdom, Deſerters may 


(as ſome have done) live in defiance of our Law, Civil or Eccleſiaſticx; or if 


they ſhould turn Papiſts, and fly to a Monaſtery or Nunnery, ſuch will defend and 
juſtifie themſelves becauſe of their religious Vow, and yet by the nature of the 
Contract preſcribed in the Bool, we are obliged to have and to hold them, tho the 
Apoſtle Paul hath taught otherwiſe, ſaying, 1 Cor. 7. 15. F the unbelieving will 
depart, let him depart ;, for a Brother or Sifter is not in bondage in ſuch caſes; ſo that 
God allows the deſerted a freedom and liberty to marry, yet theeſtabliſh'd Church 
doth not, on pretext of the indiſſolvableneſs of the Marriage Tye ſo made ; which 
uwe think ſtrange, ſeeing not only all forreign Proteſtant Divinesand Civilians de- 
termine, that the Party unjuſtly deſerted hath ſufficient cauſe to require a Difloluti- 
on of the Marriage Bond, or Vinculum, but alſo the ſtatute Law of Eneland and He- 
land grant it; for in the Statute againſt Bigamy, no Perſon is to be condemned 
as ſuch, if the Perſon deſerting hath been ſeven Years abſent ; and indeed the 
| Reaſon is founded on Scripture and Equity, for if the unjuſtly deſerted, for 
true Religion, be not in bondage, or tied to the ynjuſt Deſerter; no more can 


any 
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any unjuſtly deſerted be, ſeeing they are worſe than Infidels that do not provide for 
their own Families, 1 Tim. 5. 8. which theſe neither do nor can; and ' reaſon 
would ſay where there is no Conjugal Union of Souls or Bodies, according 
to the Fundamental Laws of Marriage, Gen. 2. 24. 1 Cor. 5. 4. there can be 
no Marriage Tye, nor any of the Ends of Marriage attainable ; if the Foundati- 
on then bedeſtroyed, it's hard to expoſe the Righteous to Temptations ; hence 
we think it no duty to tye up our ſelves from that Liberty the Laws of God and 
Nature grant us. 2ly, As we cannot have and hold what will needs be gone, 
ſo we cannot be bound to hold for worſe, that being a word of unlimited Malig- 


ni; for ſhould the Woman prove a moſt groſs and notorious Adultereſs, and 


conſpire againſt her Husband's Life, by filling his Bones and Children with rot- 
ting and loathſome Diſeaſes, the Church allows no ſufficient Remedy, for the 
Man muſt have and hold her for a wedded Wife, for better for worſe ; yet we 
= think Chriſt hath granted us liberty of divorce in this caſe, as in our Confeſſion of 
E Faith, cap. 24: Article 5. Ve declare that Adultery or Fornication committed after a 
Contract, being detected before Marriage, giveth juſt occaſion to the innocent Party 
to diſſolve the Contraft, and in caſe of Adultery after Marriage, it is lawful for the 
innocent Party to ſue out a Divorce, and after the Divorce to marry another, as if the 
offending Party were dead, Mat. 5.31, 32. and 19. 9. The evil Conſequences of 


making Marriage thus indiſſolvable are noture; ſeeing hereby great Encourage- 


ment is given to. Uncleanneſs, and ruine to Families, the worſtWives knowing 
that their Husbands muſt have and hold them, for better for worſe, WT 
_ - If it be ſaid, The Church allows a Liberty in this caſe, by granting divorce 
from Bed and Board, tho not from the Bond of Marriage; we ſay that this is nei- 

ther Remedy, nor juſt. Firſt, Becauſe no relief is hereby granted to the Innocent, 
wo muſt burn if they cannot contain; or fall in Acts of Uncleanneſs, as it's known 
many do: and it's hard that the Church ſhould put Perſons to give Bonds to live 

chaſtly without Marriage, as in the Canon of Divorce they do; and yet con- 
- -demn Papiſts for obliging their Prieſts to perpetual Celibacy. 20, How 
© abſurd is it to continue the Tye or Marriage Relation, and to abſolye. People 
from performing theſe Duties, which God himſelf requireth of them by vertue 

of that Tye ? is not this a plain diſpenſing with the Laws of God ? which both 
requires that a Man ſhould dwell with his Wife, as a Man of Knowledg, and 
Provide for her, perform all Marriage Duties, and yet Men ſhall abſolve them 
from any Obligation to perform theſe Duties, without diſſolving the Relation: 
How hard were it totye a Maſter and Servant to that Relation, and abſolve 
the Servant from working, and the Maſter from giving him Meat and Wages? 
Further we do not ſee how it doth agree with a Man's endowing his Wife with 

all his worldly Goods, &c. and yet the Church deprive her of all, even A- 
© limony. We hope therefore, conſidering Perſons will not judg us too nice in 
| This matter, if we reſolye not to be tyed to what is impoſſible, and cannot with 
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Honour and Safety be performed; if others chooſe to couch down between theſe 
Burdens,” we ſhall not envy their Happineſs ; only we think Men may be cauti- 
ous how they are tyed by the Church, ſeeing ſhe's reſolved not to looſe them, 
be it better; beit worſe; ot 8 . 
4h, It is known to all who underſtand our Principles, we have erer 
declared againſt myſtical, ſignificant Ceremonies, invented and impoſed b 
Men, in matters religious; and ſuch we judge the Ring, as it is appointed 
to be uſed in this holy Ordinance; for as the Croſs is inſtituted by theſe 
Men, to ſignify, That the baptized ſhall not be aſhamed'ro confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 
crucified, and manfully to fight under his Banner, againff Sin, the World, and tho 
Devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful Souldier, to his Life's end; ſo the Ring giv- 
en and received, is declared to be a Token and Pledg of the Vow and Covenant made 
between the married Perſons, and that they may ever remain in perfect Love and Peace | 
together, and live according to God's Laws, as it is expreſſed in the Prayer annex- - } 
ed to the Wedding with the Ring, which is further confirmed by the learned 
Hooker Eccleſ. palit. page 398. ſaying, The Ring hath always been uſed as a ſpecial 
Pledg of Faith and Fidelity, nothing more fit to ſerve as a Token of our purpoſed end- ' 
leſs Continuance in that which we never ought to revoke ;, by which it is evident, 
that the Ring is uſed as a myſtical, ſignificant Cereniony : for if inſignificant, 
why impoſed to be done in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


which were but to take the Name of the bleſſed Trinity in vain; nor will it be 


allowed, to be of meer civil Signification, becauſe it is preſcribed by Perſons 
Eccleſiaſtick, and is part of that called the Divine Service, to be performed in 
the Church, at the direction of a Perſon in holy Orders, accompanied with Pray- 
ers, Exhortations, and reading of the Scripture; which manifeſtly diſcovers the 
uſe of the Ring, and other Rites accompanying it, to be of myſtical Significa- 
tion, or elſe every Curate muſt be Maſter of civil Ceremonies. bp ; 
But the Reaſons of our diſſatisfaction with ſuch Rites,are,1#,We cannot be per- 
ſwaded, that God hath authorized Men to inſtitute them, elſe they might pre- 
tend to inſtitute Sacraments, which are but external Rites, ſignifying God's 
2 us, and our Duty to him, which we do believe, no Church may pre- 
ſume to do. | # 8 
2. Seeing God hath given us his Word, which perfectly ſignifieth to us what 
Bleſſings he will give, and what Duties he requireth of us; how dangerous is it 
to add to his Words, when he hath threatned to add to ſuch the Plagues that are 
_ written in his Book, Rev. 22. 18. a | I 
3. Other reformed Churches condemn them as well as we. The Wittenbargh 
Confeſſion, Section 7. faith, I is not lawful either to reſtore the old Ceremonies of 
the Law, or deviſe new, to ſhadow forth the Truth, already laid open, and brought ts 
Light 5 the Goſpel; as in the Day Light, to ſet up Candles, to ſignify the Light of 
the Goſpel," or to carry Banners or Croſſes, to ſignify the Victory of Chriſt, through 1 
ki . 1 72 Fs, „ 


* 
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Croſs, of which ſort is all that maſſing Attire, which they ſay, doth ſhadow out the whole 
Paſſion of Chriſt, and many other things of that kind, &c. Further they ſay, That no 
myſtical Rites (that carries ſome myſtical Signification in them) tho not ot herwiſe im- 
pious, as namely, ſuch as ſhould be parts of God's Doctrine, or kinds of Sacraments, 
but only ſuch Laws as pertain to Order and Decency, are lawful. Peter Martyr 
faith, The moſt wiſe God needeth none of our help to deviſs means to excite Faith 5 nos 
would the meaneſt Mechanick endure to preſcribe to him, what Inſtrument or Tool be 
= ſhould make uſe of in his own Art, how great then is the Boldneſs of theſe Men, who 
will preſcribe to God Means or Inſtruments, by which he muſt work our Salvation? Da- 
naæus maketh it blaſphemous, to teach, that any outward things of humane Inſtitution, 
may be made a Sign to the Church, of ſpiritual things; and ſure we are, that there 
© Is little Edification in teaching by Hyerogliphicks and dumb Signs, what God 


- hath taught by the lively Oracles. 


But hear in this the learned Biſhop Taylor in his Ductor dubitantium, B. 3.C. 4. 
R. 20. Eccleſiaftick Laws muſt ever promote the Service of God, and the good of 
Souis, but muſt never put a Snare, or ſtumbling Block to Conſciences. The holy Pri- 
- mtives, in their Laws and Actions, ever kept that Saying of the Apoſtle in their Eye, 
and in their Heart, 1 Cor. 14. 26. Les all things be done unto Edification ; every 
Word, every Action muſt be fer the uſe of Edifying, N. 5. 1 inſtance, in the Inſtitu- 
tion of ſignificant Ceremonies, that is, ſuch, which are not matters of Order and De- 
cency, but meerly for Signification and Repreſentment of ſome Truth, or Myſtery: 
Thoſe which are prudently choſen, are in their own Nature apt to inſtruct. Thus the 
uſe of Pictures in the Greek and in the Lutheran Churches, is ſo far uſeful, that it 
can convey 4 Story, and a great and a good Example to the People, that come thither, 
and ſo far they may be for Edification : but becauſe, theſe can alſo, and ds too often 
| degenerate into Mbuſe, and invade Religion; to make a Law of theſe, is not ſafe ; aud 
when that Law dues prevail to any Evil, that is not eaſily by other meant cured, it 
des not prevail with the Conſcience : and indeed, to make a Law for the uſe of them, 
s not direttly within the Commiſſion of Eccleſiaſtical Power. 5 15 
N. 6. But there is alſo more in it than this. for altho ſignificant Ceremenies can 
be fer Edification to the Church in ſome degree, and in ſome Perſons; yet it is to be 
ednſidered, whether the introducing of ſuch things, does not deſtroy the Church, not on- 
ly im her Chriſtian Liberty, but in the Simplicity and Purity, and Spirituality of her 
F eligiox, by ee changing it into a Ceremonial and external Service. To the 
Ceremonial Law of the |ews nothing was to be added, ana from it nothing was to be 


* 


ſüubſtracted; and in Chriſtianity, we have leſs reaſou to add any thing of Ceremo- 
, excepting the Circumſtances, and Advantages of the very Miniſtry, as time and 
Place, aud Veſſels and Ornamemts, and neceſſary Appendages. But when we ſpeak f 
Rituals, er Ceremonies, that is, exterior Attions, or things beſide the Inſtitution or 
” Command of Chriſt, either me intand them as q part of the Divine Service, and then. 
are unlawful aud intolerable; or if only far Signification, that is ſo little "7 
TL hy e | + . 
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of ſo imconſiderable uſe in the fulneſi of the Revelations Evangelical, that beſides that, 
it keeps Chriſtians ſtill in the ſtate of Infancy, and Minority, and ſuppoſes them always: - | 
learning, and never coming to the Knowledg of the Truth , it ought not to ſtand a-  Þ} 
$£4inſt. any danger or offence, that can by them be braught to any wiſe and good Chriſti-" * Þ 
ant: It's true, in his Apology for the Church of England, on this account, chap.. Þ} 
4. vum. 8. he commends her Wiſdom in retaining only one ſignificant Ceremo- 
ny, viz. the Croſs in Baptiſm : for the Ring in Marriage, he faith, It is the: Sym- 
bol of a civil and religious Contract, it is a Pledg and Cuſtom of the Nation, not 
of the Religion; but quandoque bonus dormitat Homerus; there be few, who think 
her Ceremonies ſo few, as to be but one, and tho but one, if unlawful (as I 
think, he well proves all ſuch to be) the Croſs might have been croſſed out, as 
well as theſe of as great Antiquity : Milk, Honey and W ine given to the baptiz-- 
ed, and Milk ſerved up at the Communion Table, to ſignify, that as nem born Babes, 
we ſhould deſire the - ſincere Milk of the Word, that we may grom thereby: Milk 
being as ſignificant a Ceremony of Nouriſhment,as the Croſs is of fighting: but 
it is already proven, that the Church regards the Ring, as a ſignificant Ceremo- 
" mony: and as he excellently reaſons againſt theſe of the Church of Ron, ſo 1 wiſh- 
his Succeſſors would but apply them home: He tells us that theſe Ceremonies are 
to be rejected, not only for the Levity, and Theatrical Gayeties, and Repreſentments. 
unbefiiting the Gravity, and Purity, and Spirituality of the Chriſtian Religion: but alſo 
the manner of teaching theſe Truths by ſymbolical things and Attions, is tos low, tos 
ſuſpicions, too dangerous to be mingled with the Divine Liturgies. Chriſt may, as he: 
pleaſe, conſign his good things that he gives us: but he conſigns no good, and repreſents 
none, but what he alſo gives and effetts in that ' Miniſtr ation, and under that Sign © 
But a ſymbelical Rite of humane Invention, to ſignify what it does not effect, and then 
 introdiiced in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, is ſo like thoſe vain Imaginations, and Re- 
preſent ments forbidden iu the ſecond Commandment, that the very Suſpicion is more a= 
gainſt their Edification, than their Uſe can pretend to: but if any ſuch Ritual or Ce- 
remony be introduced by Cuſtom, or Conſent, it ought to be uſed, as Men-uſe tbein 
Champignons, they boyl them in three or four Waters, cleanſing them both by Mater, 
and Fire, before they be uſed at all. A little after, he ſaith, That Figures and Sha- 
dows were for the Old Teſtament; but Light and Manifeſt ation is in the ew. The 
Egyptians inderd did teach Religion by ſymbolical Figures ; and in the Eaſtern Em- 
pire, their Laws were written with Characters and Abbreuiatures; and in the Schools 
of Plato and Pythagorus, they taught their Scholars by Numbers and Figures : Dios 
dorus of Tarſus, and Origen, brought in an Allegorical way of eæpounding the Scrip- 
tures, and almoſt wholly, but certainly too much left the literal and ſimple way of In- - 
 terpretation, and ſo do the Perfectioniſts, and ſome others at this day; but we that 
walk in the Light of the Goſpel, and rejoyce in that Light we have received from Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, haue an eaſier way of teaching the People, and are not therefore to 
return to the Elements, and Rituals FINE and Pagan Schools. Chriſt left no Signs 
75 3 1310 N 8 : but 
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iu bees, d daf, H . el 4s ſignify ;_ and if they had only ſignified, and done 
1 no other good, we have reaſon to believe, that they would not . been appointed... 
2359, Tho Hooker Eccleſ. Policy page 398 ſeconded by Dr. Hylen, Reform, Juſt., 
£ 126. recommends the Ring as very ancient, and of uſe among the, Komen z 


wen Heathens: (the | ws, Sy or rather Suitor, uſing to put a Ring on the 


fourth Finger of his Spouſe, when he betrothed her: citing for this, Juven. 
Jamque 4 Tonſore M. iſtro, . TVs.) | 
| Palkeris, et Digito Pens — d amd ain i as 
Vet this is © far from obliging us to uſs it as a ſacred Rite, that it rather hin- 
ders; ſeeing God hath prohibited his Church to uſe. Heatheniſh, Cuſtoms, they 
being vaio, Jer. 10. 3. nay, they were not ſo much as to imitate them in roun- 
ding their Heads and Beards, Lev. 19. 27. fo the circular Figure did not recom- 
mend the Cuſtom, but the contrary, becauſe Heathens ſuperſtitiouſſy valued it, 
as that in which their Gods delighted moſt; and therefore to pleaſe them, they 
© built their Temples round, as Numa did the Temple of Veſta, and Auguſtus the 
EF Pantheon of Rome; nor can weiſee, how a Ring doth more natively ſignify Fi- 
© - delity than Circumvention, and ſeeing it hath as few Beginnings as Endings, it 
may as aptly ſignify, their Love ſhould never begin, as well as never end. _ 
350, We look upon it as a piece of Superſtition, that the Ring muſt be laid 
upon the Book of Common Prayer, and from thence taken, and redelivered to 
the Man, to be apply'd by him according to Art, that is, fixed on the. fourth 
Finger of the left Hand : This ſacred Rite appears to be deſigned for Conſecra- 
tion of the Ring; for in the Roman Ritual, (whence we have this with divers 
other things) The Prieſt taking the Ring, and Arrhas,or Earneſt, and by divers 
Croſſings, holy Water, and certain Benedictions, conſecrateih them for the uſe 
in hand; the Church prudently obſerving that Rule, Fruſtra fit per piura, quod 
per paiciora aque commode. fieri poteſt; does the whole Work by à touch of the 
E Book, which was likely conſecrated (as it ought to be) when the Church was. 
E conſecrated, as alſo: the particular place, where the Parties ſtand. to be marri> 
ed ʒ which appears from that Form ef Prayer preſcribed for that end; viz. grant 
tba ſuch Perſons as ſhall be here joyned in the holy State of Matrimony, by. the Cove- 
noi of God, my live together in holy Love to their Lives end Spar. Collect. p. 184. 
Nor this being the reaſon of the Practice offered by thoſe, wha give the rea- 
ons of their Rituals and Ceremonies, it plainly juſtifies the Popiſh Conſecrati- 
ons without any Warrant from the Word of God, which all ſound: Proteſtants: 
wich us juſtly condemn as ſuperſtitious, tend ing to no imaginable Edification; 
for the more trivial the matter be, the more intolerable theſe pretended ſacred 
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440, Another ſacred Ceremony, is placing the Ring on the fourth Finger of the. 
Woman's left Hand, wherein the deep Myſtery lyes. 6 
=o - 3 4 SGramarian 
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_ Gramarian Gellius told us, that it was obſerved by Anatomiſts, Repertum efſe | 
Neruum quendam tenuiſſimum, ab eo uno digito, 4 Hominis pergere, i. e. yy 4 
LY egy Nerve obſerved to paſs from that one Finger to the Heart of Man. Jfodor. |} 
Hiſpal. lib. 2. de officiss, cap. 59. is cited by 3 aſſerting the Ring is given, 
iel propter mutus fidei ſignum, vel ut eodem pignore, eorum corda jungantur, and his 
Reaſon is, Quod in eo vena quedans ſanguints, ad cor uſque pervemat. Bucer once 
Profeſſor of Divinity in Cambridge, in his Cenſura, cap. 20. defends this Cere- 
mony thus, There is another Rite, fa 
place on the ſacred Book a Ring, that the Miniſter may from that, deliver again to the 
Man to give to his Bride, with a ſet Form of Words This Rite ſeems very convent- | 
ent, provided the Signification of theſe things be explained to the People ;, as that the 
King, and other Gifts wherewith the Bridegroom adorns the Bride, muſt firſt be la 
on the holy Book, and by the Miniſter to be redelivered to the Bridegroom to give to the 
Bride, doth ſignify, That all things we have, before we uſe them, muſt be offered o 
God, whoſe they are, to be by him conſecrated, and that we ought to receive them ae | 
bis hand, ts uſe them for his Glory, So the placing the Ring on the fourth Finger of the © 
left Hand, in which Finger, they ſay, There is a Nerve proceeding from the Heart, 
and ending there, and joyned with theNerves of that Finger, doth ſignify,That the Heart 
of the Husband onght to be bound to his Wife by perpetual Love, as there is no end in 
the Ring, Thus he, where we are to obſerve with him: as alſo we are inform- 
ed by the Kubrick, Firſt, The Ring is to be conſecrated by placing it on the 
holy Book. Secondly, the placing it on that Finger on account of Cordial Re- 
lation: for ſurely, wiſe Men would not be at all this Pains, unleſs there were 
ſome deep Myſtery in the matter, ſeeing God and Nature do nothing in vain. 
As for placing the Ring on the fourth Finger of the left Hand; we ſay, if there 
be no ſuch Nerve or Vein betwixt that Finger and the Heart, this way of 
charming the Wite's Heart by that Finger, doth fail, as oft it doth ; but pre- 
tending to no extraordinary Skill in Anatomy, we refer the Deciſion of this 6 
the learned in that Art; amongſt whom, Doctor Brown in his vulgar Trroms, 
page 216. hath ſufficiently expoſed it to be falſe and ridiculops, by ſhowing, that 
neither the Practice of Antiquity put on greater reſpect on this Finger than on o- 
thers; and that ocular Inſpection will confirm, there is no more Veſſels in that 
Finger than another, nor any ſuch Relation betwixt it and the Heart, whereby 4 
it would appear unbecoming the Learning and Gravity of the Church of Eng- 
land, to ſupport ſuch unaccountable Notions, and trouble Men for not aſleat- 
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ing to them. ' on e ik Elle youu at te Yb 
he Rabrict requires us to ſay, Withthis Ring I thee wed, in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and the third Commandment forbidding us to 
tale the Name of the Lord our God in vain, &c. We are afraid of being involved 
in that Guile, by uſing theſe Expreſſions; conſidering, Firſt, That nothing can 
be juſtly ſaid or done in the Name of the bleſſed Trinity, w 2 4 
. 1 l uthorit7 
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ith he, ſubjeyned, as that the Bridegromm ſhal! 
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Authority from God, more than we can lawfully do or ſay a thing in her Ma- 
jeſty's Name, for what we have no Law, or Commiſſion from her. Secondly, 
That nothing be done in the Name of God, but what contributes to his Glory, 
and may be done in Faith by Men, being aſſiſted and accepted by him in ſo do- 
ing: All which are not to be expected in this Caſe : For, © . 


- þ 
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i, We eee God hath no where required us to wed with 
the Ring, and therefore we cannot do it in his Name, without his Warrant. 
29, As he is not the Author of this, he cannot be the End of it, and fo hath 


nous. 30, How can we expect his Acceptance and Aſſiſtance in that for which 
we have neither Precept, Promiſe, or Example of any holy Perſon in Scripture? 
=  6ly, But that which ſeems yet worſe, is, that the Man muſt fay to the Wo- 
man, With my Body I thee worſhip, and this, in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
| "Ghoſt : where if this profeſſed rr gr be rightly confidered with its Circum- 
© ances, it muſt be more than civil Reſpe& or Worſhip: 1 ff, As being preſcri- 
bed by thoſe, whoſe proper Office it is, to direct in religious Worſhip. 20, This 
Office of Matrimony is a part of the publick Service, called Divine Service. 


om to religious Worſhip : for beſide the general Conſecration of the Church, the 
Particular place where Marriage is to be celebrated, is by a ſpecial Prayer of 
the Biſhops conſecrated. 4, This is to be done in time of Divine Worſhip, 
accompanied with reading the holy Scriptures, publick Miniſterial Exhortati- 
ons, and with the Prayers of the Congregation: Sly, And this is ſaid 7 pre- 
NY e nh in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Now al- 
tho the Man be bound to honour his Wife as the weaker Veſſel, yet becauſe he 


he 'ss thy Lord, and worſhip thou him : for tho this be underſtood of Chriſt typi- 
© cally,” yet it is an Alluſion to the Duty of Wives to their Husbands, who being 
the Head, ought to be honoured and obeyed, 1 Cor. 11. 7, 8, 9. & 14. 34. and 


mould ſhe demand us bo worlbly her with our Bodies in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt: All wiſe 


f their Wives. 


© - who confeſſeth, above all things the uttering of theſe words is moſt hardly tak- 
en, and it may be juſtly ſaid, He's hardly put to it to defend them; for after giv- 


to us as weak as the former: his firſtis, In as much as unlawful Copulation doth 
e pollute and diſhowour bath Parties, this Proteſtation that we do werſbip and honour 


. 20 


no Glory by it, the Inventers and Impoſers thereof, only deſerving the Ho- 


30% This worſhipping with the Body is to be performed in a place conſecrated 


is ber Lord, 1 Per. 3.6. ſhe is rather obliged to worſhip him, Pal. 45. : r 


© tho we may be obliged to pay the higheſt bodily Worſhip to our Queen, yet 

| i and ſober Chriſtians would refuſe Obedience, 
much more may Men diſpute their Obligation, to pay ſuch profound Reſpect to 

But let us hear what Hooker ſaith in Vindication of this, Eccleſ. Pol. pag. 3 99, | 


ing two Anſwers, with which himſelf is not ſatisfied, his third and laft appears 


b ; Vent another with our Bodies, may import a denial of all ſuch Lets and Impeaiments, | 
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410 our knomledg, that might cauſe any ſtain, Blemiſh or Digrace that ma. 


A.. This ſeems to be a darkning Knowledg with Words, for it neither gives } 


a true nor plain Explication of what is meant by this, Vith my Body Ithee mer 
ſhip. Firſt, Not true, for tho he faith, the Proteſtation is mutual, it is not ſo, be- 
ing only made by the Man, according to the order of the Book. 20, What are theſe 
Lets and Impediments? if any antecedent moral UIncleanneſs, or natural Pollu- 
tion preſent, a Proteſtation of worſhipping will not purge theſe away, elſe it 
hath more Vertue than hath hitherto been experienced; beſide the Proteſtation 
is for the preſent time, as wedding with the Ring is, and no promiſe for the fu- 
ture; and the Wife being meerly paſſive, makes no ſuch Proteſtation to remove 
theſe Lets, and therefore would ſeem not to be obliged: but he not truſting to 
this Anſwer, we fear it the leſs. His ſecond is, That worſhipping with the Body, 
imports that Intereſt in the Body which none before had, ſave only our ſelves. 
Anſ. This then would be proper to ſuch as marry in their Virgin State, and 
not truly ſaid in ſecond or third Marriages;or many firſt ones; but his own An- 
ſwer to this is ſufficient, viz. That if this were the real meaning of the Words, 
it ſhould be as requſite to be ſaid on the one fide as the other. A third ſenſe 
on which he profeſſeth to rely, is this, The ancient difference between a lamw- 
ful Wife and a Concubine, was only in the different Purpoſe of a Man, betal- 
ing himſelf to the one or to the other; if his Purpoſe was only Fellowſhip, there 
grew to the Woman by this means no Worſhip at all, but the contrary, in pro- 
Feſſing that his intent was to add by his Perſon, Honour, and Worſhip to hers; be 
took her plainly and clearly to his Wife, this is that which the Girvil Law doth 
mean, when it maketh a Wife to differ from a Concubine in Dignity. The Nor- 
ſhip ſhe had by this, was firſt, Hgr Children Legittimat. 21y, Her ſelf made the 
Mother of his Family. zly, The Participation of his Perſon and Goods. ' Anſi As 
all honeſt Perſons ought to be candid and plain in expreſſing their ſolemn Vows, 
ſo they ought to make them intelligible to the moſt ordinary Capacity that 


may be concerned in theſe Contracts, elſe they vow they know not what; and 
beſides, they ought to expeſs and promiſe nothing but what is lawful and poſ- 


ſible; and therefore theſe three things wherein this Worſhip is ſaid to conſiſt, 
are well to be conſidered, Firſt, The Legittimating of her Children, if they 
be begotten by him in lawful Marriage, they are ſo whether he will or 

not, and the Complement is needleſs; but if the Woman ſhould beget Chil- 
dren in Adultery, no Law can make them Legittimat, in foro Bei, and 
ſo he doth Engage for more Worſhip than he can in Conſcience give. 
20, To make her a Mother of his Family, perhaps may be impoſſible, and 
therefore the Rubrick requires, to omit a certain Prayer, in cafe the Woman 
be paſt Child-bearing. As to the third peice of Worſhip, viz, The Participa- 
tion of his Perſon and Goods; if this be the intent, then the next Clauſe is ſu- 
perfluous, With a my worldly Goods 1 thee endow ; and ſceing the Obligation is 
nw Es mutual, 


-” 


mutual, why fhould not he Woman be obliged that her Children ſhould be 
E Legittimat, and that ſhe will be a Mother, and make him the only Partaker of her 
& Perſon and worldly Goods: but by the great Difficulty Men of the greateſt 
Wit and Learning have been put to, to ſhift for ſuch weak Anſwers, we may 
eaſtly diſcern the unreaſonableneſs of their Cauſe, for if Wit and Learning 
could have invented better Defences, we had received an account of them ere 
now. 3 — o "7 2 : 7 : 


: 


I! be third thing conſiderable is, Vith all my worldly Goods 1 thee endow, in the 
Mumme of the Father, &c. where we are to obſerve, firſt, That the Husband on- 
9 zds to endow. 29, And that with all his worldly Goods. 3h, The manner 
of Endowment, In the Name of the Father, &c.. As to the firſt, Why is the 
& Husband only put under this Obligation; whereby it appears the Woman may 
© makeover all her worldly Goods, to Feofees in traſt, as the manner of ſome is, 
and ſo Endow the Husband only with the care of her Carcaſe, which the Man 
© cannotdo, being particularly obliged to the contrary. 20, Neither the Laws 
of the Land require, nor Reaſon allows ſuch Endowments with all ' worldly 
| Goods, either in right or uſe, ſhe only beingto have a part; nor are there ma- 
mp if any, who deſign to Endow with all, and therefore unſafe to oblige them 
to prafeſs in Words, what is neither intended by them, nor expected from 
them. It is alſo exceedingly hard to oblige a Man to endow with all his world- 
© ly Goods a Woman that may play the Adultereſs, nor does the Law require 
EF this, ſeeing it provides that in cafe ſhe depart from her Husband and live with 
nan Adulterer,. which is called Elopment, ſhe ſhall loſe her Dowry, by the Sar. 
of Weſtminſter chap. 34. according to this old Diſtick, AS 
Dee Ham, Aller, fugiens, et Adnleera fads. 
Date ſua careat, niſi ſponta ſponte retrafta.. > OO SER. 
lere a Man is put under this Dilemma, either to deny himſelf the benefit of 
the Law, or to retract that ſolemn Proteſtation made in the face of the Church, 
F Ju the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to endow his Wife with 
all is worldly Goods,” and to have and to hold her for better for worſe, till Death them 
4 %%% ß é d , ]⅛ͤ IS ce} 
1 Alcho it be not of fo much moment as the reſt, yet we judge it very undecent, 
and unbecoming the Worſhip of God, to be obliged to pay the Money due to 
E - the Prieſt and Clerk, by lay ing it on the Book in the mean time of Solemnizing 
Marriage; whether for better Security or greater Sanctity is the queſtion ; but 
the Money may be currant and ſterling without the touch: but in vindication 
pdf this Hooker p. 398 tells us, This fermith te be derived from the Saxons, whoſe 
bon it was su buy their Wives; but ſeeing (faith he) there is not any great cauſe 
ih the memory of that Cuſtom ſhould remain, it killeth not much tho it were laid a- 
2 even 4s me ſer it iu a manner worn out. But by his good leave, tho it were 
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Cuſtom to huy but from Parents, and ſuch as had Power to diſpoſe of them, 
which neither Prieſt nor Clerk have except of their on; but here the Money's 1 
that which is due for Service, and not an earneſt Penny given to the Wife ; which 
the Papiſts give and conſecrate,as well as the Ring, as in the Ritual it is: for who 
bath to do with earneſt, but theſe with whom the bargain is made: while he fur- 
ther ſaith, It Killeth not tho the Cuſtom were laid aſide, and that it is much worn out: i 
he means the Cuſtom of buying Wives, it may beſo; but if it be the paying ts 
accuſtomed Duties, the World knows the contrary to be true: and we fear it 
would paſs his Skill, were he yet aliye, and may be his Will too, to oblige his 
Brethren to lay that Cuſtom aſide: nor is the payment ſo diſſatisfying to us, as 

the unſeaſonableneſs thereof to the work in hand, with the Superſtitious man- 
ner of payment, by laying it upon the Book: for how undecent is it for a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, in the Church of God, in the time of Pivine Service, hen 

he profeſſes to be lifting up his Heart with his Hands to God in the higheſt; 
at the ſame time to be craving and receiving Money, which is a mixture of tze 
Service of God and Mammon. we all know that Chriſt overthrew the Tables 
of the Money-changers in the Temple, Mat. 21. 12. tho theſe were ſet up to 
rt the Worſhip of God;hy procuring Sacrifices, and that but in the out- 
moſt Court, judging Money-changing diſhonourable to the Houſe of Prayer, 
and theſe who. demand. ſich ſuperlative Reſpect to conſecrated Places, are leſs 
capable of juſtifying this Practice, than theſe who think more modeſtly of them: 
nor is the manner of payment more juſtifiable,as derived from, and favouring of 
the Popiſh ſuperſtitious Conſecration of their Arrhas and Ring by this Rite, but 
alſo hereby, the Book ſo highly reverenced, is made a Table of Money-changers: 
and this little petty Practice occaſions ſometimes Affronts aud Reflections to ſuch 

as are unwilling to hear them. - 90g] To oh £ Lanes 

As for joyning Hands, we allow it, being uſed by God's Approbation in 
Scripture, Ezek. 17. 18. by which as with our Tongue weexpreſs our Fidelity 
and Fellowſhip, Gal. 2..9.. Lev. 6. 2. Jer. 50.15. and if it be not a natural, yep 

it is an univerſally uſed Sig; nor ſhall we objecb any thing againſt it,fave being 
obliged to looſe and joyn Hands three ſeyeral times, which if no Myſtery be 
placed in it, as in thrice dipping in Baptiſm, to ſignify our Belief of the Tri- 
nity, or in Imitation of Heatheniſn Love Charms, according to that, Nee 
tribus nodis, &c. we ſhall not quarrel it, ſeeing abundance of Law breaks no 
EE e £35 Soar 1558 1m OR SE TFT 

The prohibiting Marriage at certain times of the year, without Licenſe; to 
be purchaſed by Money, is a Grievance both to us and Conformiſts; and no 

wonder, if we obſerve, that the whole third part of the year is by their Canons 
forbidden to marry, in, according to theſe Verſes, 

Conjugium adventus prohibet, hilari que xelaxat | f IRE 
Septuagenn vetat; . ectava reducit, | 


© Ropatio vetitat, concedit trina poteſtas. 5 Advent 


* 
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- Advent is the time, from the Sunday that falls on St. Andrew's. Pay, the 30 


of November, or next to it, till the Feaſt of Chriſt's Nativity, December 25, 
E - whence to Hilary, January 23, which includes 54 Days, from Septuagena to 


that called Dominica in Albis, 64 Days, from Rog ation Sunday to Trinity, about 
20 Days, in all 138, in which it's unlawful by the Canons of the Church to So- 


tlemnize Marriage; and as this is a piece of unjuſtifiable Superſtition, ſo it's uſ- 


7 
I 


er. zh, This was charged on the Aontaniſts of 
firſt ſuperſtitiouſly fixed times of a 1 bc 
Magdebing Cent. 2. with which Error 7 


Marriage a Sacrament ; tho none of 


ed as an Engine to ſcrew Money gut of the Subjects Pockets; and yet this Cuſt- 


om Hooker endeavours to defend pag. 398, ſaying, There is ſaith Solomon, A 
time for all things, and that Duties belonging to Marriage, and Offices belenging to 
Pennance, are things unſutable and unfit tobe matched together, the Prophets and A- 
poſtles themſelves do witneſs, npon which ground as we may well think it marvellous ab- 
ſurd, to ſes in 4 Church a Wedding on the day 11 a publick Faſt; ſo like on the ſame 
Conſideration, our Predeceſſors thought it not amiſs to take away the Liberty of Marri- 
age, during the time appointed for Preparations, and Exerciſes of general Humilia- 


n, Faſting and Praying. Anſ. "If it be x Doctrine of Devils to forbid Marri- 
age, 1 Tim. 4 l. to all or any ſort of Men thereunto called, and having need 


. 


thereof; what ſort of Doctrine muſt this be, that forbids not only Prieſts, but 
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- 
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to Salvation, we are obliged; to be ſo much the more caut ious in this; for in the 
Book of Homilies Hom. of Swearing pag. 47. it's ſald, By holy" Prumiſes, with cl 
ling the Name of God to witneſs ! we be made lively ember sf Chriſt, when we pro- ; 
feſs his Religion, receiving the Sacrament of Baptiſm : by. like holy Promiſe, the Sacrament 1 
of Matrimony knitteth Man and Wife in perpetual Love, that they deſire not to be cha- 
rated, for any Diſpleaſure or Adverſity that ſhall hereafter happen. (how'true this 
Doctrine is, let Experience judg) but here we ſee Marriage called a Sacrament 
in the ſame Senſe that Baptiſm is, and by the 39 Articles, viz. Article 33. theſe 2 
Homilies are declared to contain ſoumd Doctrine, to be received af all Men; and 


tho the Article 25 faith, there are but two ; and that the five c y alle ſo, 
have grown up partly of the corrupt following: of the Apoſtles; (what this corrupt fol- 


lowing of. the Apoſtles is, we cannot comprehend) yet the Church Catechiſm 
by Law eſtabliſh'd; gives a Diſtinction, ir. Fhere be only two; genepally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, ſo that Matrimony is a Sacrament, only not neceſſary to 

Salvation, as we apprehend none of them abſolutely be. f 
259, The Arguments uſed by Papiſts to prove Matrimony a Sacrament, are 
approven, viz. iſt, That it was conſecrated hy God, to ſigniſie the myſtical 


Union betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 20% That the Bond is abſolutely indiſ- 


ſolvable, but by Death. 30, All Matrimonial Cauſes are fubjett to Eccleſiaſtick 


juriſcliction on that account. 4%, The fame Phraſes proper to the Admini- 


ſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, is uſed in Marriage, viz. in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: While chere is ſd much Harmony in Ex- 


ſſion and Practice, it's hard for us to diſtinguiſh or diſcern any difference in 
Judgments. g | | & 

And leſt we ſhould be ſuſpected as ſingular in Notions of this Nature, let us 
hear the Judgment of the learnedſt Diſſenters in England in this Caſe. And, 1, 


- Our Directory for publicx Worſhip declares the judgment of that learned and 
venerable Aſſembly at Wieſtminſter, wich whom! we exactly agree on that 
Head. 20, The Divines authorized by K. C the 2d to meet at the:Savoyy to —þ 


review, correct, and amend the Service book, amongſt other things, the diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters gave in their Exceptions againft the Form of Marriage, as 


appears in the account of the Canference, "On oo an 3 on nn þ 
Mr. Baxter particularly, Hiſt. of his Life, pag. 314. offered his Exceptions, 


which were theſe, , For the Words ( for be. ye well aſſuned, tin ſb many as be cuup- 

led together, otherwiſe than Gods Ward doth allow,” Are not joynod tugerher i God, nti- 

ther is their Matrimony lawful) do dangerouſſy ſpeak that of irregularities in ge” - 
— 


neral, which. is true, only of ſome, greater Faults that are contrary to the | 
fentials of Matrimony : for in many caſes, Quod fieri non debes, fathum-vatzr. 
21y, The Ring ſhould not be forced on theſe that ferupk it. +35,,/Thebbſvlere 


. Phraſes, Wirh my Body I thee worſhip, &c. hould be changed. Ah, The Pray- 


ers at che Table, are diforderly Reperitions, not delivering that in man 
5 c F 8 Words, 
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| © 42 * 
Words, which may be delivered i in few. 5h. lt's unfit to keep all Perſons un- 

married, that are unmeet for the Communion; ;: ſeeing; Infidels, unbaptized, and 
profane Perſons may marry, and it's unmeet for ſuch to receive the Communi- 
| = on the ſame day: that they marry: ſo he, but the reſt of the diſſenting Divines 
authorized by: the King, e ur e more fully, agree are in order, 
* 28 followeth. | 38 | ; 


- * 25 Ir eser | | 
* Abe Alan ſoallg vr 0. . seeing this - of the Ring in Marti- 
E 1. man 4 Ring, &c. rn ſhall ſin- age, is made neceſſary to it, and a ſignificant 
cerely perform the Vow and Sign of the Vow and Covenant betwixt the Par- 
j " Covenant betwixt them, where- ties and: Ramiſ Rituals, give ſuch reaſons for the 
3 of this Ring given and riceived Uſe and Inftitution of the Ring, as are either fri- 
1 1 an alen W e volous or ſuperſtitious; it is deſired that this 
35011 05 Ceremony of the Ring in Marriage may be left 
indifferent to be uſed or forborn. 
he Man ſhall fig With - This Word Worſhip being much altered in the 
N ee " worſhip. uꝛʒſe of it, ſince the Form was drawn up, we de- 
. fire ſome other Word may be uſed in ſtead of it. 
nn the name of the - Aber, Theſe Words only uſed in Baptiſm, and here 
AI n, and Ho Ghoſt. in the Solemnization of Matrimony, and in the 
Abſolution of the Sick, we deſire it may be conſi- 
dared, whether theſe Thould not be here 2 e Ws 2 ww ſome Fayour 
to thoſe who, count Matrimony a Sacrament. | 


" 4 


| 1 Deatl ws depart. . Tbis Word Depart is here erer of uſed. 


| Rubrick. Then the Mini- - We conceive this Change of Place and poſture 
1 x7 ag or - Clerk going to the mentioned in theſe two Rubricks, needleſs, and 
Lords Table, ſball ſa jay or fog. therefore delire they may be omitted. | 
this Pſalm. | ; 
Next Rubrick. The Pſalm OP? Exception. 
emed, and the Man and Wo & Seeing the Inſtitution of Marriage was be- 
man Ineeling before the Lords fore the Fall, and ſo before the Promiſe of 
Table, the. Frieſ ſtanding and Chriſt, as alſo for the ſald Paſſage in this ' Col- 
turning his Face, &c. lect, ſeems to countenance the Opinion of mak- 
Collect. Conſecrate the ing Matrimony a Sacrament, we deſire that 
-. State of Matrimony to ſuch. an n may be altered or omitted. 
erg MAyſtery. | | 
1+ Rubrick. ben ſhall "Ws | 5 Exception. 5 
; 3 the Communi on, and after $472 2 This N doth either e all ſack as 
| 1 bead a Sermon. are unfit for the Sacrament, to forbear Marri- 


% ' ' ; 


age, contrary to Scripture, which approves the. TLaſt Rubrick, The nem 
Marriage of all Men, or elſe compels all that mar- married Perſons the ſame day 
ry to come to the Lord's Table, tho never ſo un- of their Marriage muſf receive 
prepared, and therefore we deſire it may be omit- the holy Communion. 
ted, the rather becauſe Marriage Feſtivals are too 3 
oſten accompanied with ſuch divertiſements, as are unſutable to thoſe chriſtian Du- 


ties, which ought to be before, and follow after the receiving that holy Sacrament. 
From what is ſaid, it may eaſily appear, what the moſt moderate of our Per- 
ſwaſion have had to except againſt the eſtabliſh'd Form, and ſeeing their Ob- 
ject ions have not hitherto been anſwered, we ſee no caufe why theſe ſhould be 
ſo ſuperciliouſly contemned, or why Perſons convinc'd in their Judgments © 
ſhould act contrary thereunto, either to procure Mens Favour, or avoid their 
Diſpleaſure : nor will the Practice of many of our Profeſſion contrary to theſe 
Principles, refute them more than Mens Immoralities can make God's Law Þ 
void ; and ſeeing we are not to walk by Example, but by Rules God hath 
given us, ſich Inſtances as can be given may reflect upon Perſons, but not on 
our Principles: nor is the eſtabliſh'd Church accountable for all che Irregulari- 
ties of her Members, as ſhe will confeſs. 0] "ct * 
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CHAP. IV. 


His thus given our Judgment of the Duties of Miniſters and People, 
with reſpect to the Celebration of Matrimony amongſt our ſelves, with: Þ 
the Reaſons of our Non-conformity to what is preſcribed in the Liturgy here- 
in: It remains to anſwer theſe Libels exhibited againſt both Miniſters and Peo-—- 
ple in the Official Courts; and becauſe the pretended Crimes are different, it's 
fit they be diſtinctly conſidered. Firſt, What is objected againſt Miniſters. 
Secondly, What is libelPd againſt the People. | He. 
| Firſt, After a Preface of Ecclefiaſtick Latine, In Dei Nomine, the Miniſter s 
required ex officio mero propter anime ſalutem, to anſwer upon his corporal Oath, - 
and not otherwiſe, ſuch Queſtions and Articles as ſhall be alledg'd againſt him,” 
which are, = by 2 
- Imprimis tibi J. T. objicimus, et articul. That you not having the Fear of God before 
your Eyes, and without all regard of Obedience, and due reſpect to her Majeſty's ® 
Laws in this Realm, and tothe Canons and Conſtitutions of the Church of Ireland, by 
Law eftabliſh'd: for the Purpoſes hereafter written, have de facto, clandeſtinely So- 
lemnixed Marriage between e Perſons, &c. in the Pariſh of M. and Dioceſs of 
A. in an obſcure place, in the Pariſh of M. whereof you are not Curate, Rector, or In- 
cumbent, and without the Banns of Matrimony firſt Publiſhed, as by Law enjoyned, 
and without any Licenſe or Diſpenſation procured to that effect, in Juris et juredicti- 
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ragement. then inuſt this be to malicious Men, falſly to accuſe of the groſſeſt 
Scandals, when it may be done with Safety? 28752 
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pream Law of Nature, obliging Mankind to ſelf Preſervation; wherefore a Male- 
factor juſtly condemn'd to Death, onght not to be his own Executioner. It's a 
Maxime, Nemo tenetur, prodere ſeipſum, No Man is oblig*dto betray himſelf, or Turare © 
in ſuam turpitudinem, To ſwear to his own diſgrace ;, and this is agreeable tothe 
Word of God, Prov. 25. 9. Diſcover net a Secret to another. If we are not obli= | 
ged to reveal our Neighbours Secrets, much leſs our own. Secretum prodere: i 
nole, is an, old and juſt Rule; Grot on Mat. 27. 14. in Vindication of Chriſt's: 
refuſing to accuſe himſelf, ſaith, Et profecto in criminum cauſis, non modo tacemes 
niſi convicti certiſſimis Teſtimoniis, damnari nom poſſunt, ſed ne Confeſſio quidem, pe- 
rire volentes, admittenda eſt, 1. e. Truly in Cauſes Criminal, the ſilent cannot be 
condemned, unleſs convicted by moſt certain Evidence; but the Confeſſion of ſuch as 
are willing to periſh, is not to he admitted. Feſtus declared before Agrippa, That 
it was not the manner of the Romans, to deliver any Man to die, before that he 
who is accuſed have his Accuſers face to face, and have liberty to anſwer for himſelf 
concerning the Crime laid againſt him. Trajan the Emperor, tho a Perſecuter of 
Chriſtianity, in his Letter to Plinius the 2d, writes, Sine authore certo, prapaſit! 
libelli, nulla crimina, locum habere debent, nam et peſſimi exempli, nec noſtri ſeculi eft,, 
i. e. Withont a certain Author of the Libel preferred, no Crimes 0:0ht to have place, for 
it is of moſt pernicious Example, and not allowedin our Age. And it is to be regrated 
that Proteſtants ſhould proceed againſt Proteſtants, according to the method of 
Romiſh Inquiſitors, whoſe Rules are exactly obſerved in proceeding againſt us, For 
' Firſt, This is a Rule in the Inquiſition, Nunquam ſunt publicandi teſtes, Mit- 
neſſes are not to be made known : for when Charles the 5th yet young, was migh- 
tily preſſed to interpoſe his Authority, that the Witneſſes of the Court of In- 
quiſition might be known and confronted, as elſewhere, and 800000 Piſtoles 
offered by the Spaniards to obtain this Privilege, the General of the Inquiſition. 
oppoſed it, as doth our Canon 65. Another Rule of the Inquiſition is, Non ſu- 
bit onus probandi qui denunciat, ſed Judici onus remittat, The Judge and not the Ac- 
cuſer is to make proof of the Accuſation: And ſo our Official Judges do by their 
Oath ex 3ffcio; which Leſſius the Jeſuite lib. de Juſt. pag. 397 calls Tortura Eccle= 
ſiaſtica, Eccleſiaſtical Torture or wrack. A third Rule of theirs is, Non eſt neceſſe Þ 
ad procedendum, probari corpus delicti, It is not neceſſary to prove the Crime in order 
to proceeding againſt the accuſed, and ſo our Officials proceed to admoniſh, in or- 
der to Excommunication, which Practice cannot be much for the Honour of the 
Court, if well conſidered. 1 — 
But while we are accuſed of wanting the Fear of God before our Eyes, and 
of due Reſpect and Obedience to her Majeſty's Laws, we admire that they for- 
get how deeply themſelves are involy'd in the ſame Guilt, ſeeing nothing more 
oppoſite to the common and ſtatute Laws of England, than this Oath ex Officio is, 
it's known, that its firſt Contrivers were Romiſh Inquiſitors, who invented the En. 
gine to difcover and deſtroy the Walgen/es,and it was brought into England in the 
I | - ==" a 
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days of Henry the 4th, by Popiſh Prelates, to rodt out the Diſciples of Wick, 
then called Lo/ards, as appears by an Act of Parliament, the 2d H. 4th. Cap. 


; 15. Ammo 1400. But being found of miſchievous Conſequence to the Subject, 


Was in England juſtly condemned. 86$Þo 3 
Amo Dom. 15 34. The Houſe of Commons preſented a Complaint to King 
H. the 8th. of the rigorous Proceedings in the Spiritual Courts, and eſpecially 
their calling Men before them ex officio, and laying Articles to their Charge, 


without any Accuſer. Thomas Phillips (having formerly been ſo articled by the 


Biſhop of London in a cauſe of pretended Hereſie, and notwithſtanding his Ap- 
peal from the ſaid Biſhop to the King, being illegally and extreamly proceeded 


E - againſt by the ſaid Biſhop, and alſo excommunicated) put in his Complaint to the 
© Houſe of Commons, who on the 4th of A þ ſends up the Complaint to the 


Lords againſt the ſaid Biſhop, and on the 1/# of Mareh, They ſent fome of 
their Members to the ſaid Biſhop, requiring him to make Anſwer to the ſaid 
Complaint exhibited againſt him ; but ſeeing the Lords would not ſuffer the 


aid Lord Biſhop being a Peer, to anſwer or appear at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons. They ſent up to the Lords a Bill about puniſhing Hereticks, which 


paſſed into a Statute 25. H. 8. C. 14. Declaring, That it did not ſtand with 
right Order of Juſtice or good Equity, that any Perſon ſhould be convict, and 


put to loſs of Life, good Name, or Goods, upon the Suſpicion or Fancy of any 


F Eccleſiaſtical Judg, without legal Proceſs, and due Accuſation, & c. and enact- 


ing, that henceforth the Proceeding ſhould be by Accufation or Preſentment of 
two Witneſſes at the leaſt, &c. As in Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reform. 


Part 1. Fag. 116, 146, 147, 170. Therefore that Procedure againſt Phillips, be- 
ing againſt the right Order of Juſtice and good Equity, was a Nullity, and 


void: And the Lord Cook ſays, That this part of that Statute was declaratory 


© 


"The learned Lord Verulam declares it centrare to the Laws of the Land, and Cu- 


L | of the ancient Law of the Land, 2 Inſtit. 658. and 12 Rep, 27. 


1 ſtoms of the Kingdom, that any Man ſhould be forced to accuſe himſelf, eſpecially being | 


urged, without the grounds of Accuſation, declared in ipſo cauſe initio,according to 


the Canon, Non eſt queſtionibus inchoandum, Judicial Proceſs muſt not be begun 
wir h Queſtions, and further he averrs that by the Laws of the Land, no Man is bound 

to accuſe himſelf: In caſes of Treaſon, Queſtions and Torments, ſaith he, are put and 

inflicted on ſome Perſons, rather for Safeguard of the King and State, than Diſcovery 


of the Crime. In other Cauſes criminal, no Oath is to be offered to the Delinquent, nor 
vet permitted to him : as for Criminal Cauſes not capital, or in Caſes of Conſeience and 
Equity, depending on the Star-chamber, and Court of Chancery, there is an Oath to be 
EF required, but how? by laying a Bill of Compiaint wherein a legal Accuſation is framed 
avainft the Party, beyond which the Plantiff cannot go, nor the Defendent be urged ; 
bu firſt to give an Oath, end then examine upon flying Fame, or ſecret Witneſſes, 
F carrieth no Shew of the Civil Law, and is flatly contrare the common Law. So he. 


- 
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This Oath is alſo expreſly againſt the Statute, C. 1. cap. 1 f. for taking a- 
"way the high Commiſſion Court, where there is this Clauſe, and it be enacte! 
© hy the Authority aforeſaid, that no Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, Vicar-General, or 
© Chancelor, &c. nor any other Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Judg, Officer or Mi- 
AI niſter of Juſtice,” &c. ſhall ex officio, or at the Inſtance, or Promotion of any 
other Perſon whatſoever, urge, or force, tender, give, or miniſter unto any. I 
< Church-warden, Side-man, or other Perſon whatſoever, any Corporal Oath, 
© whereby he or ſhe ſhall or may be charged, or obliged to make any Preſent- 
< ment of any Crime or Offence, or to accuſe himſelf or her ſelf of any Crime or 
< Offence, Delinquency, or Miſdemeanour, or any Neglect, Matter, or thing 
whereby, or by reaſon whereof, he or ſhe ſhall or may be liable, or expoſed” 
to any Cenſure, Pain, Penalty, or Puniſhment whatſoever, upon Pain and Pe- 
nalty, that every Perſon that ſhall offend contrary to this Statute, ſhall forfeit 
and pay triple Damages to every Perſon thereby agrieved, and the Sum of an 
hundred Pound to him, or them who ſhall firſt demand, or ſue for the ſame; and 
tho by the Statute 13. C. 2. cap. 12. part of the Statute is abrogated, yet this 
Clauſe is excepted, and confirmed by an expreſs Proviſo in that Act; by the 
whole it may be ſeen, that tho the Crime were real, and we guilty thereof, yer 
the Method of proceeding againſt us, is unjuſt and illegal. | 

Whether all Official Courts proceed after the ſame manner, I cannot tell; 
but the Copy of the Libel exhibited againſt Mr. J. T. in the D. of A. was of this 
Nature, as can be made appear. | | 

But as to the Crime alledged againſt us, vic. That thou not having the Fear 
of God before thine Eyes, didſt ipſo facto, clandeſtinely ſolemnize Marriage, &Cc: 
We ſay, That tho we were never ſo perverſe, and void of the Fear of God be- 
fore our Eyes, the Crime is impraQticable : for if Marriage be ſolemnized, it is 
-not clandeſtine, and it clandeſtine, it is not ſolemnized : theſe Terms being di- 

rectly oppoſite, as is evident to all who either underſtand the Words, or the 
things thereby ſignified ; but leaving this Bull to its Owners, we anſwer to what 
is further objected, viz. 1ſt, That we ſolemnize Marriage without Publicati- 
on of Banns. 24y, In obſcure places. 3ly, Not being Curates, Rectors, or 
Incumbents of theſe places: and 4/y, Without any Licenſe, or Diſpenſfation 
procured to that Effect: As to the %, we ſay, With us the Purpoſe of Marri- 
age is three ſeveral days of publick Worſhip proclaimed, before more Witneſſes ? 
than our Accuſers deſire ſnould be preſent; and as we allow all Parties cencern- 
ed Time and Opportunity to make their Objections, ſo we never proceed with- 
out Conſent of Parents, or theſe that are in place of Parents. As to the ſecond, 
We do not invade the conſecrated Ground to celebrate our Marriages in, be- 
lieving that every where Men may pray, lifting up holy Hands, without Wrath and 
Doubting, 1 Tim. 2. 8. Seeing the Hour is come chat the Worſhip of God is not 
cohfined to particular places, Joh, 4. 21. whereof he is no more a Reſpecter, 
. 75 | Toe than 
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than of Perſons: yet we generally celebrate Marriage at the places of our pub- 
lick Worſhip, obſerving the moſt ſeaſonable time, tho we ſtand not nicely upon 
Canonical Hours; a 8 Marriage was good, tho in the even tide, Gen. 24. 
23. 
As to the third, that we are neither Curates, Rectors, « or Incumbents, and 
therefore have no Authority. Af. Firſt, What if we be Biſhops, will not 


chat ſerve the turn? 2ly, None of the primitive Miniſters for the firft 300 


Years were ſuch, more than we now are, by vertue of any Civil Law; yet did 
they lawfully Solemnize Marri iage. 30, Marriage tho Solemnized without Cu- 
rate, Rector, or Incumbent whatſoever, may be valid and lawful in foro Dei et 
Conſcientia, even in the judgment of the moſt famous Canoniſts; which: that it 


| may appear, it will not be amiſs to conſider that the Church of Rome, the true 


Mother of our Canon Law, who ſeems to be herein followed by our Officials,hath 
diſtinguiſhed Matrimonial Impediments in two Claſſes ; viz. Impedientia et diri- 
mentia, ſuch as imped and null ne of em fort are give compriſed in in 
theſe Rhimes, | | E445 2-40; 
Error conditio, votum, cognatio, Orimen 
Cultus diſparitas, vis, ordo, ligamen, honeſt as, 
Si ſis aſſinis, ſi forte coire requibis 
* Hae ſociandæ vetant, connubia, facta retract ant. 
Bellar. de Mat. lib. I mo cap. 18 Impedientia ſed non Aimentia, are, 
Eccleſiæ vetitum, nec non tempus feriatum, 
Si parochi, aut duplicis, deſit preſentia teſtis; 25 
Raptave fit mulier nec parti reddita tutæ. 2 9 6 
Theſe do not null- Marriage, only make it not a 3 it's true the 
Council of Trent made all Marriages clandeſtine, where the Pariſn Prieſt 
or Curate, and two or three Witneſſes are not preſent, and all ee 
Marriages null, as appears by their Canon before cite. 
But why Proteſtants ſhould be obliged by the Acts of that Comal, we can- 
not apprehend, when Papiſts themſelves maintain clandeſtine Marriage to be 
valid, in England and Saxony, where that Council was never received, nor its 
Decręes promulgate ; becauſe no humane Law can induce an Obligation to its 
= Obſervance, where it hath not been ſufficiently promulgate, and accepted: and 
"why we ſhould exceed the rigor of Trent, or acknowledg its Juriſdiction where 
it doth not claim it, we Tee no reaſon : eſpecially when it was never heard of 
in the Chriſtian Church, that want of a Prieſt*s Preſence made Marriage clan- 


7 * 
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3 edeſtine, or clandeſtine Marriage null, till then. Vea 56 of the ſame Council, diſ- 


ſented pablick] from the AR; for good Reaſons which are, Hi. Coun. Tnent, Bel- 
lar. cap 7. de Matrim. proves it to be the Judgment of their, Church that the Mi- 
niſters of the Sacrament of Matrimony, are the Perſons marrying, and not the 


++ pad and that Aarri moni um eſt verum et aan without their Preſence and 


Benediction. 
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7 Benedi&ion. | Tho. Aquin queſt: 50 Supl. and all the School Divines teach Mar- 


-riage to be a Sacrament, altho no Eccleſiaſtical Miniſter be preſent, hence Bel. 
ar. concludes againſt Canus, Inauditum eſt, in Eccleſia Catholica, ut legittime con- 
tracta, et conſummata Matrimonia, per ullam  diſpenſationem, ſolventur aut multi» 


plicentur, etiamſi abſque allo Miniſterio, Sac erdotum celebrata ſint, It's a thing un- 


heard of in the Catholic Church, that Marriages lawfully contracted and conſumma- 
ted, ſhould by any Diſpenſation be difſulved or multiplied, altho they were celebrate 
without any Miniſtry of Prieſts: Nor is this Popiſh Doctrine only, but what we 
are taught by the greateſt Men of the eſtabliſned Church, B. Taylor in his Dum. 


or dubitantium Book 2. C. 1. R. 5. numb. 4. ſaith, Sometimes both Farties can 


contract: but becauſe they doing it without Witneſſes, may recede from it, ei- 
ther conſentingly or againſt the will of one of them, the poſitive Conſtitution 
of Man intending to provide againſt this Inconvenience, hath cut the Civil Tye 
in pieces, and refuſes to verify the Contract, beſides that it cannot be Legally 
proved: In this caſe Nature relieves the oppreſſed Party, and ſupplies the 
Eaſineſs of the Civil Band, and. ſtrains that hard, which others jet looſe. 
„And this happens in Clandeſtine Contracts, againſt which in the matter of 


„Marriage all Chriſtians Countries have made ſevere Edicts: but in caſe they 


© be done in ſome places pronounced valid, in ſome places declared null; where 
they are nulled Nature is defeated in making the Proviſions, and the Parties 
are warranted to do miſchief: for if Mauritius and Guviena contract Marriage, 


and Mauritius repent his bargain, where ſhall Clanena be relieved.? The 


- © Law, of the Church forbids it, and will puniſh her for doing it if ſhe c - 
plains. The Civil Law takes no notice of it, for it cannot be Legally pro- 


| ven: and the Law of Nature is barr'd ent if it be declared null; and then 


there is nothing left to hold him. It is a Caſe of the Chureh of Roms, Sell 8. 
.* Coun. Trent declares all Clandeſtine Contracts null, and their mixtures to be 
< Fornication and Uneleanneſs; but they have overacted their Zeal againſt a 
temporal Inconvenience, and burn their Houſe to roſt an Egg, they deſtroy 
%a Law of Nature by a Law of their Church, againft the former Practiceg, 


Councils and Reſolutions even of their n Church: for if thoſe Contracs 


* are naturally validrand not forbidden of Gd, then they cannot reſcind them 3 


Hf den be not naturally valid: ſnce hey Were always poſitiyely forbidden, 
3 Why 2 5 they. eſteemed valid ſor ſo man Ages ? for till that Council they 


* 
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were ſo ; but/finding! that the formen Frobibistons were not ſtrong enougd, 


they took this courle t break them albqn pieces: and out of dehgn to pe 


dee evi they made in More:xeady to he done for it Was heſone 
{bu gy leſt chen ogg regedes; but yet af they did, chef wers-elhognedod- 
,, dulterers if thsy marriegtiagatias and:they æhemſehies key: when whey ware | 
eee ere: dad convidtelt; and pinched in chein oma © 
Conſciences ſo long as the old Laws ine Madl te ddt true f. | 
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E* * rants to break the moſt ſacred Bands in the World: but by this nullifying the 
Contract, they have not only leave to go off, but are commanded ; and if 
d they be wearted of this they may contract with another, and there is nothing 
e to hinder them, if Nature do not. This Nullity therefore is a vehement Re- 
© © medy that deſtroys the Patient; beſides that it is againſt the Law of Nature. 
The Laws may forbid it to be done; but if it be, they cannot reſcind it; be- 
cauſe the Civil Conſtitution is leſs than Natural, and Convenience is leſs than 
© © © Conſcience,: and Man is infinitely leſs than God. Beſide this Navarrus cited 
E ©by the fame Author, treating of that Act of the Council of Trent Enchiriu. 
25. Et Cungregatio Cardinalium quos talis et tam putidi pudebat decreti directæ 
E © regant rem faltam aut dictam, et ſponſalia clandeſtina etiam poſt concilium rata 
„ manere, ſicut ut ante, conſuluerunt ſcil. fame concilii, non proprie qui rem tam cer- 
tum, verba tam plana, negare palam non erubuerunt, The Congregation of Cardinals 
© © who were aſhamed of ſuch'a baſe Decree, direttly deny tue matter tither to be ſaid or 
© © done;and that clandeſtine Marriage continues to be valid after the Conneil as it wasbe- 
EC fore. Theſe Men truly conſulted the Reputation of the Council rather than their 
dom, who were not aſhamed publickly to de y a thing ſo certain, and Words 
1 ſ% plain. - whence we may conclude, --our Northern Clergy have overacted 
their Zeal againſt us. Firſt, In making all Marriages clandeſtine, where the 
*Curate-and Common Prayer Book are not preſent. ' Secondly, In declaring clan- 
deſtine Marriage to be null, and therefore will have no great ground of glory- 
Ing, in their Conformity to the Council of Trent, and their diſſenting from all 
other Churches in the World; when even Papiſts thernſelves are aſhamed of 
that Decree, een | . ; 15 2 8 : | 3 gn | x 58 . 14 6 2280 f 24 
A s to that Objection, that we do this without Licenſe, Faculty or Diſpenſa- 
tion ſo to do. * Firſt, We confeſs matter of fact, Et hinc ille lachryme, we fear 
this may be a great cauſe of the Quarrel with us, becauſe many of our People 
are not fond of parting with their Maney on ſuch accounts; but ſeeing we are 
willing to have the Banns publiſhed (and ſome of ours have them fo in the eſta- 
blimed Churches) we ſee no reaſon to buy Diſpenſations, when we are willing 
TUT. ß Ä Ch heh an Ce 
2% Theſe Laws to be diſpenſed with, are either Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, if 55 
de do not ſee how the Clergy ean diſpenſe with the Civil Laws; if Eccleſiaſt- 
© ck; we think it unjuſt in any Church whatſdever,- as well as in the Church of 
© Rome, to ſt to ſale Indulgences and Diſpenſations, it hach ſuch a rank ſmell of 
Filthy Lucre, and borders ſo neat upon Simony, which is à ſetting to ſale things 
EF Sacred, or things annexed to them. Diſpenſations are Acts of Grace and Fa- 
our, but wre muſt purchaſe them, and merit them by Money, which deſtroys 
their Nature: the World knows what a Scandal the Church of Rome gave, by 
ſelling: Diſperfations, and what ia Wound that gave her; ſo that the very Ap- 
© -pearance'of che eril ought to be unned . ot 


X. 


wy 


JSC ᷣͤ ͤͤſ "3" 090” 2". RS" 


e 1 
30, The pernicious Conſequences of giving ſuch Licenſes are very obvious, 


and frequently occur; here in the North, many Children taking this courſe to 
eonceal their Marriage from their Parents, whereof divers ſad Inſtances both 
among Conformiſts and  Non-conformiſts can be given; nor do the Church 
Canons avail to prevent this evil where Money can prevail, as it ſeldom fails - 
for Men that have purchaſed their Office Power by Money, will not fail to 
make the belt of their Bargain. This is a matten ſo noture, that no ſober Per- 
ſon will either deny or juſtify it. i ho ene 
As for the Civil Laws of the Land which we are alledged to diſobey: . 
Firft, We confeſs our ſelves juſtly. abliged to be ſubject. to the juſt and e- 
qual Laws of our lawful Superiors, z9t only for Wrath, but alſo for Confeience ſake; - | 
Rom. 13. 5. and tho we muſt obey Man for God's ſake, we muſt not obey 
Man againſt God; nor ſhou'd the Fear of Man cauſe us ſin ; for as we believe 
all humane Power is given to Man for Edification, and not for Deſtruction ;-ſo + 
humane Laws are ſo far obligatory, as they are edifying, Cicero lib. i mo, Office - 
Omnibus à natura bene informatis, inſitum eſt, ut nemini parere velint, niſi utilita= 
tis cauſa, et legittime imperanti, No Man is to be obeyed, unleſs commanding things 
profitable and lamful. STIR | ; 91.5 22 afhonarie Ye F 
2h, We preſume that the Civil Laws of this Nation are conſonant to the 
Laws of God, written in Scripture and Nature; and therefore whatever is a- 
greeable to theſe Divine Laws, muſt alſo be agreeable to the Laws of this 
Land ; fo that all, Marriages made according to the Light of Scripture and 
Nature, muſt alſo be according to the Laws of the Land, for quæ conveniunt 
uni tertio con veniunt inter ſe, nor can any Civil Law evacuat a Natural. 
30, We believe that God hath given to Mankind perfect Laws, concerning 
all things eſſential or neceſſary to lawful. Marriage, and all that is left to hu- 
mane Prudence or Power in this matter, is the Determination of ſome things 
accidental, and circumſtantial, God having himſelf fully determined in all it's 
ſubſtantial Concerns. tes l bines ang; n eos 
4h, The Civil Law may fometime prohibit things, which when done, it 
cannot make void, Grot. de jure belli et pacis, p. 155. Imo etiamſi, Lex humana, 
Conjugia inter certas Perſonas contrahi prohibeat, non ideo ſequetur irritum fore Ma. 
trimonium, ſi feipſa contrabatur. Suns enim diverſa, prohibere, et irritum quod fa. 
cere. Nam prihibitio vim ſuam, exſerere poteſt, per penam uel expreſſam, vel ar- 
bitrariam : et hoc genus leg es, imperfectas vocat Ulpianus; quæ eri quid vet ant, 
ſed factum non reſcindunt, Therefore if the Lam of Man ſhould prohibit Marriage 
betwi xt certain Perſons, it will not follow that the Marriage is made. void if it be c ꝓ | 
tracted; for to prohibit, and make void are things different, for a Prohibition. may. - 
exert its force by an expreſs or an arbitrary Penalty, which Laws are called by Ul> *- 
pian, wperfett Lame; which probibir, but do not reſcind the Deed -.So.,our Laws 
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Pigs, under certain Peralties expreſſed in the statnte; yet do not declare the 


Marriages void or nul. Theſe things premiſed, let us conſider what Statutes 


gare now in force in Veland about Marriage, and of theſe we find only three. 


The firſt relating to this“ is Statute 33 Henry 8th, Seſſ. 1. cap; G. Where 


$all Marriages after the fifſt day of Fuly 1540 that ſhall be comracted within 


©the Church of Ireland, between Parties that be not prohibited by God's Laws 
to marry, ſuch Marriages being ſolemnized in the face of the Church, and 


© conſummate with bodily Knowledg, and fruit of Children, or Child, being 


had therein between them, ſhall be taken for lawful and indifſotrable, Ge 


Where we obſerve the only — mr to a law ful Marriage, are fiſt, That it 


de hot contrare God's Laws. 2% That it be in Fuciæ Ectieſiæ, and conſummate, no 

mention at all of any Prieſt or Perſon that ſhalf ſolemnize it but only that it be 
publiek in the face of the Church, by which, not the place but the Members of 
the Cburch are to be underſtood ;- yea this Statute was made in oppoſition 


ts the Canon Law, making Marriage void, tho conſummate, and that under 


pretext of Pre- eontract. Now all theſe things ſo 12 ate to be found 
naterially in Marriages as ſelemnized by us, who are as mich againſt clan 
deſt ine Contracts as aux. JJ 2, PW REI ILY I 
By Statute 1/7, 18. C. 29. Seſſ. F. cap. 3. Al Marriages had or ſclemmxed within 


chi King dem, ſince the firſt day of May 1642, before ry Pſice, pretended Juſtice 
A 


of the Peate of this King dom, and by him ſo pronounced or ſolemnizcd, according to the 


© Avottion of an Aft or Ordinwics of one or both Hinfes of Parliament, in England, or 


am Convention ſerting a Weſtminſter, ander that Name, ſhall be mndued valid in 


Law, u if the ſame bæd beers folemnized wett the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
dune England: Where it appears to us, f y 


| | o-us,. that Marriages ſolemnizetl accor- 
ding to our Directory, framd by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, were once law- 
ful; and ratified by a Parliament of Ireland, which had they been as fome Biſh- 

Inclean Copulations, 
that Parliament wou'd not, nor could not ratify them; for no Power upon 


E Earth can make Fornicatien- and Adultery (grofs Sins againſt the Law of God) 
tdi de no Fornication or Adultery; and it's plain that what the Parliament deſi- 
 _ gderats in ſuch Marriages; is only want of the Ceremonies of the Church, and 
not of Sudſtantials ; nor do they declare them either to be contrare the Law of 
ö God; or un former Statite'of this Kingdom; which we humbly * N they 
wow d have mentioned, had there been any ſuch; as in the like caſes 


is uſual: 


And ſeeing there are many Perſons of Quality and good Note in /relard, deſcen- 


© Fortis aan oy for ehemſtlre# (according; to tis new Doctrine) is, that tho 


ded of Perfons ſo married, it cannot but he a grofs reflecting upon their Hon- 


dur ty be reputed Baſtards: for tho a Parliament ſhould Legittimat a Baſtard, 
it eamot Wan away the Stain of their unclean Birth, for — 5 ab initio non ua- 


Talt-trathtrempo?rs non waltbit, fo that the beſt theſe Perſons of Honour and 


they 


„ LE „ - - | 
they were born Baſtards, yet they are Legittimat by Act of Parliament: 
By Statute 9 Gl. 3tii, 28, Is enacted, that if any Proteſtant Miniſter, Popiſh- 
Prieſt, or any Perſon whatſoever, ſhall aſter the firſt dæy of January 1697, jeyn in 
Marriage any Proteſtant Maid or M man, having any Eſtate or Intereſt as aforeſ⸗ aid, 
i. e. worth $00 Pound, without having ſuch Certificate or. Writing as aforeſaid, (þ a” 
for every ſuch ' Offence, being convicted thereof, &c. ſuffer one Tears Impriſonment,! 
without Bail, and forfeit the Summ of 20 Pound frerling ;, alſo if Popiſh Prieſt, or- 
Proteſtant Miniſter, or any other Perſon what ſoever, ſoall marry à Souldier enliſt 
ed in the King's Army, to am Wife without Certificate from his Officers, ſhall forfeit 
20 Pounds for ſuch Offence, &c. From this laſt Statute it's obſervable, 1½, That 
Proteſtant Miniſters, Popiſh' Prieſts, or other Perſons, do joyn in Marriage. 
2h, That theſe Marriages are not declared Null by this Statute, elſe it were 
ſevere to inflict ſuch Penalties upon the parties marrying, as that Statute re- 
quires ; for if the Marriage were null, and they guilty of Fornication only, the 
Law would not puniſh them but as Fornicators, and it would be alfo hard to 
puniſh the Proteſtant Miniſter for joyning in Marriage, if it be null and no 
Marriage; as to hang a Man for Murder and none kill'd. 3/y, The Marriage 
is the ſame, be it Proteſtant Miniſter, Popiſh Prieſt, or other Perſon, for the 
Penalty is the ſame. 4, Seeing Quod lege prohibitoria non vetitum eſt, permiſ- 
ſum efſe intelligitur, What is not forbidden by the Law is permitted. This Law 
then 'prohibiting only certain Marriages, in the Act ſpecified, - therefore wo 
think it permits in other caſes not there prohibited; and if we ſhall be found 
ruilty of tranſgreſſing in any of theſe caſes, (condemned by that Law) wWe are 
tisfied the guilty ſuffer according to the deſign of the Law. 51y, Marriage 
by Papiſts holds good, and why not by Proteſtant Minifters ? ſeeing the Law 
harh neither declared us no Miniſters, nor no Proteſtants 3 however We can 
come in amongſt that rank, of other Perſons mhatſoever. 6ly, We do not beliexe 
altho we were guilty of the breach of theſe Laws, that the Clergy are compe- 
tent Jaa to try us; for as we are informed, Legittimacy of Marriage -onght# 
to be fir ſt moved in the King's Temporal Court, and thereon Iflie ought to he 
joyned there, and then it ought to be tranſmitted by the King's Writ to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, to be examined and tryed there: and the reaſon of this is; 
that the Eecleſiaſtical Court neither hath Jurisdiction or Power, to meddle 
with temporal Inheritance directly nor indirectly. For which ſe Godolphin Re- 
pert. Canonica. page 489. and to us it is a ſtrong Preſumption, that our manner 
of Marriage is both lawful and peaceable, [ſeeing the Civil Magiſtrate hath not 
for about 80 years found any Diſadvantage to the Publick thereby, and there- 
fore hath not evidenced their Diſſatisfaction with any upon that account; all 
our Marriages hitherto having had the fame Effects in Law, as if they had been 
| Solemnized according to the Rites of the eſtabliſh'd Church: which alſe ham 
confirmed theſe Marriages, by granting Adminiſtrations and Probats of Wills 
SIHVST to 
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to the Widows and Orphans ſo married, and all ſuch Privileges as are granted 
Ras err... N 
We ſhall conclude this with an account of the Judgment of one of the famous 
Lawyers in England, Sr. Matthew Hale, Lord chief Juſtice of his Majeſty's 
Court of King's Bench, as we have it in his Life written by Dr. Burnet, now 
E Biſhop of Salisbury, who ſays of him, He was a devout Chriſtian, a ſincere 
E © Proteſtant, and true Son of the Church of England, moderate to Diſſenters, 
& *©and juſt to them from whom he differed moſt, which appeared ſignally in the 
Care he took ina Caſe of the Quakers, wherein he was very cautious in de- 
*claring their Marriages void, and ſo Baſtardizing their Children; but he con- 
©fidered Marriage and Succeſſion as a right of Nature, from which none ought 
to be barred, for what Miſtakes ſoever they might be under in points of re- 
© yealed Religion. . „„ . 
And therefore in a Trial that was before him, when a Quaker was ſued for 
© ſome Debts owen by his Wife before he married her; and the Quakers Coun- 
e cel pretending that it was no Marriage had paſt between them, ſince it was 
©not ſolemnized according to the Rules of the Church of England; he declared 
©he was not willing on his own Opinion, to make their Children Baſtards, and 
gave Directions to the Jury to find it ſpecial, which they. did: It was a Re- 
c flection on the whole Party, that one of them to avoid an Inconveniency he 
©had fallen in, thought to have preſerved himſelf by a Defence, that if his 
© Judg had abſolutely determined, muſt have made their whole Hue Baſtards, 
and uncapable of Succeſſion ; and for all their pretended Friendſhip to one ano- 
(ther, if this Judg had not been more their Friend than one of thoſe they ſo 
F called, their Poſterity had been little beholden to them, but he governed himſelf 
E © indeed by the Law of the Coſpel,in doing to others what he would have others 
do to him; and therefore, becauſe he would thought ita Hardſhip, not without 
FE <Cruelty, if amongſt Papiſts all Marriages were nulled, which had not been 
made with all the Ceremonies of the Roman Ritual: So he applying this to. 
© the caſe of the Sectaries, thought all Marriages made according to the ſeveral 
©Perſwaſions of Men, ought to have their Effects in Law. Where you ſee the 
Judgment of a great Lawyer, learned Biſnop, and juſt Jury of the Church of 
England declaring the Lawfulneſs of Marriages, tho ſolemnized by thoſe 
who diſſent from the eftabliſhed Chur edc. N 
As to that part of our Charge, viz. Due Reſpect and Obedience to the Canons 
and Conſtitutions of the Church of Ireland: We take it for no Demonſtration of 
the want of the Fear of God before our Eyes (as is alledged) becauſe our Fear 
of him is not r the Precept of Men, Mai. 29. 13. yet ſeeing theſe Canons 


Make a terrible: Noiſe amongſt us, it may not be amiſs to enquire what Reſpet 


s due to them in Conſcience. Canons Eccleſiaſtick being Divine or Humane, the 
Furſt we are bound to regard, being perſwaded that the Word of God is Ts 
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Then the Laity out of their Devotion had received and obeyed theſe Ordinances 
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perfect Canon of our Duty to God and Man; and where Men require any thiag 
of us contrare or beſides the Canons written in the holy Scriptures, the true 
Fear of God will not permit us to regard or obey that. As for humane Canogs Þ 
or Conſtitutions, they oblige only. ſo far as they edify, the Church's Power 
being only given for Edification. Now as to the Canons of the Church of Ire- 
land, we find it difficult to know what they be: for beſide ſome particular Con- 
ſtitutions preſcribed to be obſerved, they have adopted the Canan 
Law, and by it they proceed againſt us in their Official Courts; but when we 
look to the hole of the Pit whence theſe are digged, we cannot ſee any Obligati- 
on upon Proteſtant Subjects to regard them, but rather to deteſt and reject 
them, as the Eectffs of Antichriſtian Tyranny and Uſurpation over Churches and 
States, for which be pleaſed to hear Men of ſufficient, Knowledg in theſe matters. 
1 /t, Dr. Godolphin, a learned Civilian in his Abridgement of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws of England tells, pag. 129. © That after the Biſhop of Rome had aſſumed or 
took upon him to be the Spiritual Prince or Monarch of all the World; he at- 
*©tempted alſo to give Laws to all Nations as one real Mark or Signal of his Mo- 
* narchy ; but they well knowing, Quod ubi non eft condendi Authoritas, ibi non eff 
© parend; Neceſſitas; did not impoſe their Laws at firſt peremptorily on all Nati- 
ons, but offered them timide et precario; and therefore he cauſed certain Rules 
in the firſt place to he collected for the Government of the Clergy only, which 
he called Decreta and not Leges vel Statuta. Theſe Decrees were publiſhed in 
Anno 1155, which was during the Reign of King Stephen, and therefore what 
the Lord Cote obſerves in the Preface to the 8th part of his reports, quod Rogers 
Bacon Frater ille perquam eruditus in lib. de impedimentis ſapientia,dicit Rex quidem 
Stephanus, allatis legibus Italia in Angliam, publico edicto prohibuit, ne in aliquo deti- 
nerentur; may probably be conjectured to be meant and intended of thoſe De- 
*crees, being received and obſerved by the Clergy of the Weſtern Churches on- 
Ke if (for the Eaſtern Church never received any of theſe Rules or Canons, Relu. 
Kep. 7. H. 8. Fol. 184.) The Biſhop of Rome attempted alſo to draw the Laity 
* by degrees unto Obedience to theſe Ordinances: and to that Purpoſe, In the 
© firſt place he propounds certain Rules or Ordinances for Abſtinence, or Days 
© of Faſting, . to be obſerved as well by the Laity as the Clergy, which were by 
the firſt Inſtitution therefore called by the mild and gentle Name of Rogarzones, 
7a Marſilius, Pat. lib. Defenſor pacis, Par. 2. Cap. 23. hath obſerved, and thence _ 
it ſeems, the Week of Abſtinence a little before the Feaſt of Pemecoſt, as cal ©] 
the Rogation-week,the time of abſtinence being appointed at the beginning by 
that Ordinance which was called Reg atio, and not Preceptum vel Statutum. Now 


© of Abſtinence, then theBiſhop of Rome proceeds farther(de unapreſumptione ad als. } 
Lam tranſſvit Romanus Pontifex as Marſil. Pat. there ſays) and made many reſeripts 
Sand Orders per nomen decretalium, which Were publiſhed in the Year 1239, , 1} 


- 


© which, was in the 14th Year of Ki er gd. or thereabout: Vide dat. par 
Hit. mas. 403. and theſe were made to bind all Laity and Sovereign Princes 
Das well as their Subjects in ſuch things as concerned their Civil and Te nporal 
Eſtates, as that no Lay-man ſhould have the Donation of an Eccleſiaſtical Be- 
E © nefice, that no Lay-man ſhould marry within certain Degrees out of the De- 
e grees limited by the Levitical Law, that all Infants born before Marriage, ſnould 
be adjudged after Marriage Legittimat, and capable of temporal Inheritance; 
and that all Clerks ſhould be exempt from the Secular Power,and others of the 
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© which was publiſhed and authorized by Pope Eugene the 3d, anno 1151, and ſo 
20 years after the Body of Juſtiniums Law was eſtabliſhed in Italy and Germa- 
y by Lothair: and thati t might be the more plauſibly received, the ſaid 
© Book and Volume of Gratian, was compoſed not only of the Ordinances (or 
Orders) of Popes, as Juſtinian's Code was of the Conſtitutions of Emperors, - 
but alſo interlarded with ſome Paſſages of the ſacred Scriptures, divers Sen- 
| © 'tences out of the aneient Fathers, and ſome Laws taken out of the ſaid Digeſts, 
in Juſtinian's Code and other good and true Authors: but it's certain theſe” 7 
© Orders of the Popes are maimed and curtailed, the Scriptures miſapplyed, - 
* ſtrained, and the Senfe inverted, and thoſe Sentences of the Fathers falſified *? 
© and ſophiſticated, and the whole Book ſtuffed with a very great (I had almoſt 7 
© faid) an infinite number of Paſſages, taken from ſpurious and ſuppoſititious 
© Writings, which we have formerly hinted, lib. 3. cap. t2, 13, 14. and fuck +7 
© are the Canons. fathered upon the Apoſtles ; the Epiſtles attributed to the 
I firſt Biſhops of Rome, which are therein almoſt wholly tranſcribed (for fear 
of miſtakes) out of the Council held at Rome, under Slveſter, out of the Ax 
or Inſtrument of the pretended Donation of Conſtantine, and out of the Capi- 
5 tulars attributed to Charlemain and others. VVVVVVVVVVVVVVV Ln 
"© In order to the expounding theſe Laws and Canons,Gratian who himſelf was 
© the Compiler of them, was forthwith ſent to Paris, and by this means the Ca- 
© non Law was received in Fance, rather than Juſtinian's (as Monſ. de Leſtrange 
© Preſident in the Parliament of Tholouſe has excellently obſerved) he was fo ar- 
© bitrary to order, that even the pecuniary. Caufes of the Clerks at Paris ſhouldt 
© be decided by the Canon Law: And Honorius the 3d, about the Year 12105 
I had the Impudence to prohibit under pain of Excommunication the reading 
Land hearing the Civil Law at Paris, that ſo every Body might be induced td 
© the ſtndy of this Cannon Law (which he calls the holy Writings) as if that 
were ſome extraordinary Privilege, to put himſelf in the King's room, and 
© take upon him to make Laws in his Kingdom, and forbid the reading of the 4 
Civil LawW: And Alexander the 3d under the pretext of reforming Abuſes, 
* does intermeddle in giving Laws to the Univerſity of Paris, and diſcharges 
the Chancellor and Rector to demand any thing for Licenſe and Permiſſion to 
teach the Sciences in the ſaid Univerſity: And Innocent the zu made alfo a cer- 
* tain Statute, that none under pain of Excommunication ſhould hire any Houſe 
© which was let to another, which belonged only to the King to do. By the 
© receiving of this Canon Law into the Univerſity of France, there was ſuch a 
mighty Breach made in the French Church, that the Popes and their Armies 
entred in thereat on Horſe- back; but not. ſatisfied with this, they do at 
© their Pleaſure erect Schools and Univerſities throughout France; which 
t none before ever durſt preſume to attempt: They granted Priviledges to 
thoſe who had been ſettled by our King and to their Members; they eſta- 
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bliſhed/-their Doctors, and preſcribed! the Form and Ceremonies of their In- 
E © ſtalment.; they inſtituted and ſettled in the ſaid Univerſities, Judges, Conſerva- 
tors of their Privileges, cauſed them to take an Oath; they gave order that all 
© © che inferior Officers and Members of the ſaid Univerſities and Colledges, at 
leaſt the chief of them, | ſhould be unmarried Clerks, that the principal Char- 
© ges and Eccleſiaſtick Benefices, ſhould: be conferred upon either ſuch Doctors 
© as were licenſed in their Canon Law, or in the Theology of Peter Lombard, 
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and upon no others; that the Students of the ſaid Univerſities ſhould be ex- 
© < empted from the Civil Juriſdiction; that without expreſs Licenſe from the 
© Roman: See, none of the Univerſities of Paris could be excommunicated or ſuſ- 
e pended, upon any Cauſe: or Act whatſoever; that the Scholars of that Uni- 
e verſity of Paris, ſhould be free from all manner of Taxes and Cuſtoms ; that 
fte Pariſian Doctors might read or teach all the World over; hereupon 
Multitudes devoted themſelves to the Study and Profeſſion of the Canon Law, 
as a ſure Road to Profit and Honour, ſeverals in Emulation of one another, did 
e ſet themſelves to comment, gloſs, and write Notes upon the {aid Decree, and 
and to extol the Pope's Dignity and Power: by this means the Pope drew in 
to himſelf a mighty Force of his own Creatures and Subjects in the very Bow- 
bels of France, and without any Charges or Expences formed a powerful State 
in the King's Dominions: All carried on under the ſpecious pretext of Con- 
E © ſcience, Religion, and Spirituality, in the View and Knowledge of our Kings; 
© © their principal Officers and all the Prelates in France who were ſilent in this 

ore. 2; + 4-4 Z 3„ͤ˖;ͤͤꝛ?⁴ POURS ke 
e Jr's certain that the Decretals of Popes ſince the ſaid Eugene the 3d, having 

* been- publiſhed ſeparatly, and unmixt with any good Writings. ' Firſt, By 
6 Gregorius 9, anno 1230, and afterwards by Bonifac e 8, and Clement 5, and John 
22. The vile Deformity that appeared in them, gave occaſion both to the 
King and his Court of Parliament at Paris, to the Prelates of France, and to 
the Univerſity, to conſider what might be the fatal Conſequence thereof; and 
© © was'the-cauſe why. the Reception of the ſaid Decretals was ſo much oppoſed 
rand hindered 3; but that was too late, and after the point was gained: and 
they are miſtaken ho imagine that the Decrees took Wings only from that 
time; for the Decretals of 94 prececding Popes whether true or ſuppoſed; 
which were inſerted in the ſaid Decree of Gratian, contains in ſubſtance the 
© + fame things with the latter; we do only better expreſs and apply the Doct- 
e rines. and Maximes of the former, which may be reduced to theſe. That 
the Pope is the Vicegerent of- Jeſus, and hath Power in Temporals as well 
28 Spirituals, is: qudge of the whole World, and cannot be judged by any 
Creature > tha his: ont nſtixarions and Decrerals ought to be inviolably ob- 
© *< @erved by all: That he who contemns or infringes his Mandates, dimigiſherh 
© + his Privileges, leſſens his Authority, or differs in Opinion from him, is guilty 
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© of Hereſy, Infidelity, and blaſpheming againſt. the Holy Ghoſt, is anathematiz- 
ed and damned. It's true our Rings by their Inadvertency and Forbearance, 1 
| © have permitted the ſaid Decretals to be read and expounded in Univerſities, 
and the Youth of France to imbibe and be leavened with their Doctrine; and 
© tho theſe Oppoſitions were ſomewhat late, yet they were Occaſions to ttader 
© the Liberties of the French Churches from being quite extinguiſnet. 
Mr. Pryn in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to the third Tome of the Kings Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Jurifdiftion, fully proves, © That the Canon Law was introduced in Eng- 1 
and, not only without Conſent of King and Parliament, but expreſly againſt 3 
© ir, King Henry the 34, prohibiting all Schools and Lectures of the Canon Law, 
and Pope's Decretals (as King Stephen had done before him) then newly poliſhed, . 9 
* and abridged by Raimond, at the Requeſt of Pope Gregory the ↄth; but after 
© they had been for a long time neglected, to enlarge the Juriſdiction of the Ec- - | 
© clefialtick Courts, Lndwood a Dr. of the Canon Law, collected and publiſhed 1 
© them, anno 1423, whereby they began to be pur in execution, by the Biſhops + 
and their Eccleſiaſtical Officers, to the great Prejudice and Diſhonour of the 
© King and Oppreſſion of his Subjects; for effectual redreſs whereof, King Hen- | 
ry 8. in Parliament, anno regni 25, upon complaint of the Houſe of Commons, „ 
© that divers Conſtitutions, and Ordinances, and Canons Provincial or Syhodal 
had heretofore been enacted, found not only to be much prejudicial to che ll 
King's Prerogative Royal, and repugnant to the Laws and Statutes of this Re- 
alm, but over much onerous to his Subjects, which the Clergy of Engl 
therein not only acknowledged to be true, but alſo moſt humbly beſought his 
HFHighneß, that ſuch Canons and Conſtitutions might be committed to the Exa-: - 
© mination and Judgment of his Highneſs, and of 32 Perſons of the Kings Sub- 
Jjects, to be choſen and appointed by the King's Majeſty, whereof 16 to be of 
© the upper and nether Houſe of Parliament of the Temporality, another 16 to. i 
© be of the Clergy of this Realm, and all the 32 Perſons to be choſen and ap- 
pointed by the King's Majeſty, and that ſuch Conſtitutions and Canons as the 
3 King's Highneſs and the faid 32, or molt of part of them ſhall deem and ad- 
© judge worthy to be continued, kept and obeyed, ſhall be from thenceforth o- 
© beyed and executed within this Realm, ſo that the Kings-moſt Royal Aſſent un- 
der his great Seal be firſt had to the ſame, and the reſidue of the ſaid Canons, Sc. 
mall be void and of none effect, and never to be put in Execution within this Re- 
alm: the ſaid Author complaias, that notwithſtaading theſe Canons have been 
exploded, by Kings and Parliaments from time to time, yet are ſtill obtrudet 
on us, Cc. as the irrefragable Eccleſiaſtick Laws of England. Whence it ap- 
. pears to us, that theſe Canons and Conſtitutions having neither Divine, nor 
| Jawful Humane Authority, being condema d as oppoſite to the King's Prero- 
gative, and the Subjects Privileges, can never oblige the Subject to Obedience: 
c here it's aulwered, That the Canons were never review d by ſuch * Sas 
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E Tons ; and therefore till that Review be made, they continue in Force as for- 
merly. To this we ſay, that formerly they had no Force, but what they derived 
from the Pope and his Clergy, brought in without the Conſent of the King- 
dom, and condemned in Parliament, and by the Clergy renounced, who alſo 
-- promiſed in verbo Sacendotii, never to enact or execute any new Canons, with- 
© out the King's Conſent, as Dr. Heylen confeſſeth in his Reform. Juſt. page 4, 5- 
So that we ſee no want of Fear of God before our Eyes, in ſlighting and diſo- 
beying Popiſh Conſtitutions. OOO © 1 
lf it be ſaid further, The Canons we diſobey, are theſe approven of by the 
Laus of the Land, ageeed upon at Dublin by the Archbiſhops, Biſnops, & c. anno 
1634. and ratified by his Majeſty, as the Canons of the Church of Ireland. Ave 
Theſe are not the the only Canons that we are required to obey ; but all ſuch 
as the Official Courts think fit to impoſe upon us, whoſe Rules are according to 
that Body of their Canons contained in Lindwood, and other Canoniſts. 2), It 
ſſeems ſtrange to us, that the Clergy demands ſuch ſuperlative Reverence to the 
E Canons, and give and require little or none to the Doctrinal Articles compi- 
led at the ſame time by the ſame Authors, and eſtabliſhed by the ſame. Autho- 
© Tity :; 1t's well known, that the greateſt part by far, of the Clergy in Ireland, 
preach Doctrines quite contrary to the Articles of the Church of Ireland; and 
© Therefore may the more eaſily pardon us for non-Compliance with their Diſci- 
E ; pline and Ceremonies, ſeeing we pay Reſpe& to the Doctrine, which they 
 :;themſclves do not: and if our Obligation ariſe from the matter enjoyned, rather 
than from the Authority enjoyning, we preſume, that the matter of the Do- 
--Arinal Articles is more obligatory to Conſcience, than the matter of Eccleſia- 
fſtick Conſtitutions, which are meer Effects of humane Prudence, temporary 
And variable according to Circumſtances : whereas the Doctrines of the Churches 
E - ought to be founded on Divine Revelations, inyariable, and not depending up- 
on the Authority of Men, and ſo directly obliging Conſcience; if the Obligati- 
on ariſe from the Authority commanding, it being meerly humane it can have 
no immediate Power, directly obliging Conſcience; and tho it ſhould, our 
Adverſaries are not in good caſe to upbraid us with want of due Reſpect to 
That Authority, while themſelves are in the ſame Condemnation : for :rpe «ſt 
Doclori cum culpa redarguit ipſum. 3ly, Neither they themſelves who impoſe 
E theſe Canons on us, and would conftrain us to obey them, obſerve them much 
petter than we, as may appear, if theſe few be duly conſidered, whether they 
de exactly obeyed or no, viz. Canon the 2d. Can. 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 20, 23, 
3557 40, 61, 74, 82, 83. all which are tolerably well known not to be obſerved 
wp themſelves, as upon fair and impartial Trial, could be made appear, if we 
dad a mind to recriminate: beſides there be divers of theſe Conſtitutions, which 
woe are not able to reconcile with Reaſon and Religion, and therefore our E- 
iſteem of them cannot be great. We have a Rule from Biſhop 7 yr, is 


(er) 


| Differ Dubitantium, telling us, That unleſs the Lap of the Church be ſuch as g 
Men may willingly obey, it cannot be enjoyed by the Church, and the Church ought” © 
4 


not to deſire the Civil Power to do it for her: for” fmce ſhet hath no Power to command 
in fuch things where the Divine Authority doth not interveen, all the \reſt is but Per- 
ſwaſion; and he that bath Power only to perſwade, cannot be ſuppoſed to perſwade 
againſt our Will, and therefore matters of intolerable Burthen, are not the matter of - 
Fctlefiaſtival Laws, becauſe they certainly are-againſt the Will of Men, who can ſerve” 
God, and go to Heaven without them. Aly After due Search into theſe Conſtitu. 
tions, they give us no account of what makes Marriage clandeſtine, nor do they =} 
declare clandeſtine Marriage void; nor do they inflict Puniſhment upon any for 
irregular joyning in Marriage, fave on the eſtabliſned Clergy, as appears by the 
Penalties to be inflicted,” viz: Deprivation from Office or Benefice, wherein they 
allow us no part, and ſo they cannot deprive us of them. 5h, Suppoſing our 
marrying were againſt the Canons and Conſtitutions of the Church, the Kings 
and Queens of England and Ireland, by Vertue, not only of their Regal Preroga- 
tive, but legal Authority, may juſtly diſpenſe with theſe Canons Eccleſiaſtical, , Þ 
and ſeeing they have hitherto ſo diſpenſed with us in this matter, we ſee no 
cauſe why the Clergy ſhould eicher challenge them for doing as they have done, 
or us for doing as we do by their Permiſſion or Connivance. 47 
In order to prove this, it is to be conſidered, that the Clergy cannot aſſem- 
ble in*Convocation, till called by the King's Writ or Precept. 20, When 
aſſembled, can treat of, or conclude nothing but what ſhall be by him propoſed 
unto them. 3h, That their Conclnſions or Conſtitutions have their Force and 
Vertue from his Sanction. 4h, They are diſſolved by his Royal Precept, and 
not otherwiſe. : all which Heylen himſelf ſhows us in his Reformation juſtified; 
Part 1ſt, where he owns, that the Clergy ſubmitted to King Henry as their 
upream Head, on which Submiſſion was built an Act of Parliament, in which 
it is premiſed for granted, that the Clergy of the Realm of England had not only 
 ackhowltaged accor 10 to the Truth, that the Convocation of the ſame Clerg y is, al. 
Ways hath been, and ought to be aſſembled by the Kings Writ; but alſo ſubmittin 
themſelves to the King's Majeſty, had premiſed in verbo Sacerdotii, that they wa 
never from henceforth,” preſume to attempt, alledge, claim, or put in Ure, enact, pro= 
mulge, or execute any new Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinances Provincial, or 
by whatſoever other Name they ſhall be called, unleſs the King's moſt Royal Aﬀert 
may to them be had, to make, promulge, and execute the'ſame, that his Majeſty ds 
give his Reyal Aſſent and Authority in that behalf, upon Pain of every one of the ſaid 
Clergy, doing the contrary to this Act, and thereof convicted, to ſuffer Impriſonment, 
and make Fine at the King's Will, 25. H. 8. Chap. 19. whereby it appears that the 
Execution as well as Conſtitution of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, belongs to the King's 
Authority, by Vertue of his Supremacy. As Dr. Godolphin teacheth, page 3. 
'* That the King being next under God, Supream Governaur of the Church 1 
eien England, 
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* lapſe, and chat as ordinary, in Reſpect of his Suprtam Ecdeliaſtical Juriſdicti- 
© on, he might diſpenſe with one not law fully born to be a Prieſt; albeit che 
© Ecclefiaſtical Laws allowed within this Realm do prohibit it, for that ĩt is not 
C malnm.in ſe, but malum prohibitumʒ he can make Lay Parſons and Parſonages, 
© by. appointing, Tythes to Lay-men, which is a manifeſt diſpenſing wich the 
© Eccleſiaſtical Canons, prohibiting the ſame. © n 
From alf which it is evident, that King Midiam's and her preſent Majeſty's 
protecting their diſſenting Subjects in land, fr um the Force of Eccleſiaſtick Ca- 
nons, is what they may lawfully both by. Vertue of their Legal and Regal Autho- 
rity in matters Eccleſiaſtical do: So that theſe:who aſſert and believe the'King's 
Supremacy in matters Spiritual, cannot be anſwerableto their own Principles 
and Articles of the Church of 'Eng/azd, in denying the Queen her Prerogative, 
and us the Privilege her Majeſty is plęaſed to grant. It ſeems highly agreeable 
to Reaſon, that if the Biſhops claim and exerciſe a Power of diſpenſing with 
Eccleſiaſticx Canons, as is plain they do, that the Supream Magiſtrate from 
whom they derive this Power, may much more diſpenie with them; for propter 
uod unumquodque eſt tale, illud ipſum eſt magis tale; and why they ſhould chals 
fn Kings for doing that gratis, which they allow and authorize their Offi- 
cials, Cc. to do for Money, we cannot camprehend, whether then Marri- 
ge as Solemnized by diſſenting Miniſters, be clandeſtine, or they juſtly charg- 
able with want of Fear of God, or due Regard to her Majeſty's Laus, We 
leave to be conſidered by ſuch as are indeed themſelves Men fearing God, as | 
the molt. competent Judges in this Caſ mme. 
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W at Biſhop Taylor ſaith of the Canon Law, | whoſe Title is, Cuncoralamtia 
V. diſcordantiarum, A tying of Contradittions together in one ſiring, may be 
ſafely applied to our ri Canoniſts, who labour to rye! Contradictions togetch- 
er in a ſtring, while they accuſe Miniſters of ſolemnizing Marriages clandeſt- 
inely, and the People ſo married, as lying in Fornication: where there is 4 
double Contradiction. 1, A clandeſtine Marriage ſolemnized. 2%, Marri- 
age ſolemnized, and yet the Parties not married, as they do in their Libels 
exhibited againſt them declare, and ſo proceed upon their confeſſion of be- 
ing married with diſſenting Miniſters, to declare them not at all married; 
whereon they give them a Schedul of Pennance, obliging them publickly to 
confeſs in the Church themſelves guilty of the damnable Sin of Fornication, un- 
leſs they come to the Official's Chamber, and compound with him; which if 
they do: Money will not only purge them from the damnable Sin of Fornicati- 


Jariflidtion, he might preſent to_free- Chappels (in default of the Dean) by I 


| (64) 

on, but ratifie that Marriage, which they-declared to be a. Nullity. So mighty 
is that Mettal, that it doth not only cleanſe from moral Uncleanneſs, but makes 
Nullities valid. But leſt the World think we calumniat, be Pleaſed to read 

the Inditement given in the Court, againſt Perſons married by diſſenting Mini- 
Fers, the Subſtance whereof is this „ 
Imprimis, tibi P. M. objici. et articul. Quod tu ſcis credis, ant dici audiviſti, 
quod omnes ac ſinguli, qui crimen illud impium Fornicationis, five vite incontinentiæ, 
perpetrant, ſive committunt, fuerunt ac ſunt, juxta juris exigentiam, et cen ſuras 
es pin, K.. | 
Item tibi P. M. obji. et articul. Quod, premifſis non obtantibus, ſed veris exiſt 
entibus, tu membratus P. M. timerem Dei oculis tuis non preponens, nec habens, anime 
me ſalutis penitus immemor, ſpirituque Diabolics duttus, ſen potins ſeductus, &c. 
crimen illud impium Fornicationis, five vitæ incontinentie, per quam plurimas vices, 
intra hos tres ve duos annos, ultimo elapfos, nec non hec anno, jam inſtante cum qua- 


dem K. R. in P. A. commiſiſti et perpetraſti; &c. 


This being the Subſtance of the Libel, it were impertinent to trouble any 


with the reſt of its Impertinencies; but it cannot be paſt ever without remark, 
that our Biſhops have publiſhed their Admonitions, and the Eccleſiaſtical Judge 
gives their Charges in Larine, to a People that underſtands not a word of it; 
How agreeable this may be to their pretended hen ae reforming Mens Man- 
ners, let the World judge; for ſeeing this Eccleſiaſt 

certain ſound, how ſhall People prepare themſelves to the Battel? Poth not 
the Clergy give us ground hereby to judge them Barbarians, if not harbarous, 
2 Cur. 14. 11 2. And is not this Practice as unreaſonable as the Papiſts praying 
in an unknown Tongue? yea, far more; for God knoweth Zatine Prayers, but 
poor country People know not Latine Admonitions, and cannot thereby be 


convinced: wherefore we deſire that theſe who take upon them to be ſpiritual 


Judges, would conſult the Apoſtle Paul, i cor. 14. whether this their Method 
de edifying, decent or orderly ; poſlibly they were afraid Men ſhould know it, 
and therefore would amuſe them; and it's no great Wonder they concealed it, 
-confidering how little Honour they can expect by ſuch unjuſt Accuſations ; 
avhichmay-be:Engliſhed thus 1 
_ -= Imprimis, we object, and article againſt thee P. M. That thou knoweſt be- 
lieveſt, or haſt heard, that all and every one who commit that wicked Crime of For- 
nication, or Incontinency of Life, are juſtly puniſhable,” according to the Exigence of 
the Law, and Cenſures of the, Church. © 1 
A2 Notwithſtanding of the Truth of the Premiſes, thou the ſaid P. M. not having 
the Fear of God before thine Eyes, unminaful of the Salvation of thy Soul, being led or 
rather ſeduced by a Diabolical Spirit, haſt committed very often the wicked Crime of 
Fornication, for theſe two or three Tears by-paſt, and this ſame Tear alſo, with 4 
rertain Woman, K. R. in the P. of A. &. | Lats 
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The Crime charged upon the People, is Fornicafion, with all its Aggrava- 
tions, ſer forth in the Libel: and becauſe the Court doth not allow us (as in 
the caſes of alledged Fornication and Adultery it doth) to purge our ſelves or 


have Compurgators, which we eafily and juſtly could; we are obliged to take - 


this Method to maintain our Innocency, which that we may the better do, it 
will be neceſſary to underſtand. what Fornication or Incontinency of Life is. 

- Fornication is either ſpiritual, as Idolatry is called frequently in Scripture, 
or carnal, and then it is taken more generally for any groſs Uncleanneſs, as A- 


dultery, Mat. 5. 32. Inceſt, 1 Cor. 5. 1. the Sin of Sodom, Jude 7. or it's taken 


more ſtrictly, for Uncleanneſs betwixt Perſons unmarricd, Gal. 5. 19. This 
Canouiſts and Caſuiſts diſhinguiſh,” in Puprum, which is the Violation of Virgin 

Chafticy, by a ſingle Perſon, and Fornication; which is Uncteanneſs committed 
by an unmatried Man, with an unmatried Woman, formerly corrupted, or a 


Whore; deriving the Name from Fornax, a ſecret Vault or Cell, wherein ſuch 


as did proſtitute themſelves to Uncleatineſs, privately dwelt, called alſo Stews. 
Now which of theſe kinds of Sin we are accuſes of, our Libellers do not tell, 
whereby we are let in the dark, not knowing whereof te purge our ſelves, or 
repent; if onr Accuſers ſincerely intended our Conviction and Reformation, 
they would be diftin&t and clear with us in this matter, but there is no ſuch 
thing aimed at; As for Incomtinence, wherewith we are charged, Dr. Ham- 
aud on 1 Cor. i teacheth, Ther is is either that Sin againſt the Marriage Vow 
which we believe they do not mean, ſeeing they rs. us to be married on iti 
4 want of ability to contain, e, wbſs ain any y longey' from the lam ful Pleaſures of Jari 
AV, 1 Cor. J. 9. But if they ee eee les them marry. Now all Men that 
cannot contain, muſt be concluded guilty, and proſecuted in the Official Courts, 
othorwile there is groſs ee if Conformiſts de not purſued as well as 
Non-Conformiſts. | 
But Fornication- being a Tranſprefſion of the Kventh Commandment,” and 


one f the works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5; 19, a Sin not only againſt the Bodies of 


the guilty, 1 Cor. 6. 18. but alſo againff the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, if eoms - 
mitted by Chriſtians, 1 Cor. S. 15. and a defiling of the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ver. 19. a Sin not only excluding from Chriſtian Communion here up- 
on. Earth, Heb. Iz. 16. 1 Cr. 5. 11, but from the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor. 
8. H. Men cherefare would be well aſſured, before they condemn Chriſtians of 
Koh grofs Crimes, leſt by their unjuſt Sentence, becom Aberniniation to the 


Dod, Prob. y. x50 Tt 's not the leaf Hardſhip that e r Aechſers are both Judge 
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3 -lemnize, it) it muſt. be unjuſt; for 
tions, his Sentence, muſt be againſt juſtice and Equity ; ©: 
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mar . —_ fo A of 3 che Sentence aſa us «being) baile upon 
Suppoſſtions evidently falſe (vi. That clandeſtine Marr iage is null before God, 
and that, all Marriage is e where the eſtabliſn d Clergy do not ſo- 


anyqudge condeinn upon falſe . 
20, Theſe Marriages are good and lawtul, where: all 1 required a8 ne- 


| ceſſary by God, in entr ing to that Relation, are to be found; but fo it is, that 
in Marriages as by us celebrated, the Perſons are marriageable, according to the 


Laws of God, they give their Full, juſt, free Conſent, publickly expreſſed, ſo- 
Heunly ratifieeby mutual Oachs before ſufficient Evidence, with the Conſent of 
Parents, where needful; and hers. we could challenge All gur Adyerſaries to 
make it appear, that God hath required any thing more as neceſſary to a jaw ful 
Marriage, and that either the Light of Nature or Scripture doth make Prieſts 
Preſence or Ceremonies. neceſſary, and we ſhall acknowledg, our Guilty, ather- 


| wiſe they ought not to perſecute us on this account. 
30% If Marriage be therefore null and void, becauſe wn Salemnized- 8 


ding - to the Form preſcribed in the Liturgy, then the Laws. of Men will make 
void the Law of God, ſeeing: the Law of God maketh Perſons. married, as a- 


foreſaid, capable of enjoying Marriage Fellowſhip; but the Laws of the Ghurch 
9 the ccrn and hereby Men preſume to Ppt alunger. what God hath 
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12 8755 1K the Church San, makes void ſuch NMartiages, then ſhe may make void 
Halls ſolemnig taken, and made in matters poſſibie, lawfoland expedient; 


but this is groſſy abſurd, and what we believe, the Church of England doth not, 


tho the Church of Rome, ferne to diſſolye lawful Oaths and Vos: Now all 


Perſons by us married, ſolemnly ſwear, 2 live as Husband and Wife, accord⸗ 


ing to God's holy: Ordinanee ; -and;fre Wegare, no Humane Power can looſe us 
from the Obligation of ſuch Gatis; the external Ceremonp'of an Oath neither 


makes it more or leſs obligatory: Pr. Saunderſen æeacheth us, . 28. Jura- 


3 mentum one, ex ſua Batra, e/t ohligatori um, ita lit ſi quis juręt, non\intendens } c obli= 


gare, nihiloninustamen; [uſciprenagFurament um, ipſo facto, obligatuy, Every Oath i 


"of its own Nature obligatory, ſo that ¶ a Perſon ſwear , not intendingito bind himſelf in 
not witiſtanding obliged by his Cathy, yea, am Oath ſinfuliy taken: if law ful amon he 


beqnites, tho he as forhid- 
itz the Breach kereof by 


Saul, brought Ruin upon his Family, and à Famine upon Irn, 2 Sam. 21 1 U. 
The Church of Rome s looſing Subj e Oaths of Allegiance, Iltis abs 
1tg,$/Sul 


horred; by; 1 46S ji Gore RON ber Husband l, and; his Au- 


Matter, dach, Ablige, 2s, Jeſſus s Hathe de 5 
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ther; and therefore this muſt be a groſs Preſumption in a Church, to make 


Jo, and to make Men guilty of Sins damnable in their own Nature, meerly for 
tranſgreſſing Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitutions. hating © JEL 


the World, muſt be void, but theſe of the Church of England; and fo all Man- 
| Kind except a few muſt be Sons of Whores, which tho groſly abſurd, yet will 


Supper a neceſſary Concomitant. to wedding with a Ring; hereby the Clergy.: _ 


trothings or Eſpouſals, it cannot make void Marriage conſummate, for what © 
cannot do the leſſer, cannot do the greater; but ſo it is, that tho Marriage were 


they aſſume greater Power to themſelves, than they allow to natural Parent: 
for Perſons foris familiar, and at their own Diſpoſal, may marry without Conſent ©  ? 
of Parents; fo alſo Children aboye the Age of 21 Tears compleat, may con- 


"gf | { 87) 
hey will perjure.themſelves,- that. theſe:Covehants are lawful even in the Judg- 
nent of. our Adyerſaries, is evident, elſe how 'durſt they ratifie them for Mo- 
HEY? 7 many. Inſtances we can proyerthey do „„ 
597 If Marriage be rendred unlawful and void for want of the Solemnities a- 
foreſaid; and Perſons guilty of Fornication thereupon, then all Marriages in 


natively follow: for if Marriage, becauſe not Solemnized according to the e- 
ſtabliſhed Form, be therefore void, and the Parties guilty of Fbrnication, then 
all Marriages not ſo Solemnized; muſt be void, &c! As if a Man be no Mini- 
ſter for want of Epiſcopal Ordination, none but Perſons: Epiſcopally ordained? 
can be Miniſters. If it be ſaid, theſe only within the Church and Kingdom of 
Ireland, are hereby condemned, we ſay, That as Adultery, Murder, Theft, & c. 
are Tranſgreſſions of the Moral Law of God, which equally and univerſally 'os 
bligeth all Mankind; ſo Fornication being a Tranſgreſſion of the ſame Law, what 

maketh it in one place, muſt make it ſo in another; and Marriage being Juris 
naturalis et Gentium, what maketh it lawful in one place, maketh lawful in ano- 


and to me or Adultery, which God in his Law hath not declared to be 


61% Then might not Parents diſpoſe of their Children in Marriage, or any 
Perſon ontrgct, or promiſe to marry without the Knowledg or Conſent of the 
Clef , becauſe when they cannot perform without them, they ought not to + 
promiſe, leſt their Promiſes be made void by the Church denying her Service 
as ſhe doth for a third part of the Year, or by impoſing other Rites; or ſinful- 
Conditions upon -marrying Perſons, as by making the Sacrament of the Lord's 


r ee, oe eons. ao. oats ac 


will have the Wardſhip of all Marriages, which is more than ever any King 
had or pretended to. 05 i | a7 Io 
7ly, If the Defect of the Rites in queſtion be not ſufficient to make void Be- 


Ag Tv -— m——_——_—_— RC 


Solemnized with all its Formalities, yet if a Pre-contra& can be proven, tko Þ 
made without theſe Ceremonies, it maketh the Solemnized Marriage void. 
which plainly ſhows, that a mutual Promiſe of Marriage, is of greater Force tan | 
Ceremonies, ſeeing the former can deſtroy the latter, but not the contrary: *- 

8h, If Marriage be void, becauſe not Solemnized by the eftabliſh'd Clergy} , 


** trat ³⁵ 
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tract and marry thremſtlues without the Parents Conſent, acrording to tbe 
Canon 48 of the Church of Ireland hut this is allowed to none, without the 
Ceremonies of the Church, whereby they prefer their Eecleſiaſtick Authority, 
which is but Humane in this matter, to that which Parents hold by Divine 


gly, Seeing it is a Doctrine of Devils, to forbid Marriage, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2, 3. 
So aſb that deny Marriage, unleſs upon Terms ſinful, in the Judgment of the 
| Perſons marrying, oth forbid Marriage to ſuch; making it impoſitite, becauſe 
F | finful, for nihil paſfumus, niſi quod Jure peſſumus as in the Church .of Rome, 
where Marriage is declared to be à Sacrament, it becomes unlawful to marry 
with them, and they are juſtly aid to deny it, who will not grant it but upon 


10h, Seeing the Church; allows Baptiſm as adminiſtred by Dilſenters, to be 
valid, tho without the gign of the Creſs, why de they make Marriage void for 

want of the legally eftabliſhed Solemnities, it might be thought, that greater 
| Care ſhould be had to the Validity of Baptiſm than of Marriage, and to the 
due Adminiſtration of a Sacrament of the New Teſtament, than to that where- 
in Infidels as well as Chriſtians are concerned. From what is faid, we, deſire 
© our Adverfaries would conſider, how far they can juſtifie their Procee- 
| dings againſt us, hy Scripture and Reaſon, and that they would not give the 
World ground to believe, that they deal with us partially and ban Pagel, 1 1 
ſhall ckerefore conclude this 'Vindicationwith an Adviee to the Judges and Offi- 
ders of the Official Courts, to whom 1 ſeriouſly recommend the Eonſtdertiog 
of theſe fewathings. —— - RF”, Oe 
Ist, Whether Chriſt, to whom all Power in Heaven and. in Earth is given, 
bath committed the Reys of the Kingdorof Heaven to your Truſt? hath he 
| promiſed ;Whatſoever ye 'finall bind upon Emnvth; full be hora in Heaven? and what- 
== foever ye-ſhalldoofe on Eartb,;ſhalbelooferhm Heaven? Mat. 18. 18. or whoſe Sins ye 

nemit, thay ane remitted unto thaw? ani whoſoever Sins ye retain, they are retain- 


ed? John 20. 21. For it concerns you as well as us to Kno whether your Au- 


thoriiy be from Heaven or of ien: Seeing you may be welt aſſured, that as 


Chrilt-will-ratifieno Sentences pronounced in his Name, without a Commiſſi- 


on from him, ſo no Man ofigood Conſcience, needs fear theſe bruta Fulmina, 
-whichtho-they may thunder-flay: the Pocket, and impriſon the Body, cannot 
wut the Sul. And what wife Men will value an Abſolution from theſe who 
have no PD Wer at alb to remit their Sin: ye. eannot hut xæno. ho dangerous .it 

ds comſurpGivibPower,. much more dangerous to uſurp Spiritul . 
h If yeuday, Vu derive our Power of the Keys from your Biſhops, to 
whom-it belongeth (granting it to be ſo) we deſipe you may cenſider, whe- 
ther-orno-they can deſegaa Fruſt committed to them ꝓerſonally, and npon 
he, aceaunt of their hrrbnal Qualifications, to Men not of their own boy 
r , "os | 3 8 er, 


Led”, a 0 
der, or fo qualified ; and if they cannot delegat to you the Po 


nation, Conhrmation, or Conſecration of Churches 
you the Power of binding or looſing Souls? which is infallibly greater than 
the. two latter, and full as great, If not greater than the fir being the 
menen, part of Ecclelialtick Authority, to be moſt judiciouſly and tenderly 


_ 3h. If Chriſt hath not, and your Biſhops cannot delegat Authority to you? | 
Galler bew dangerous the Sin of onſite in God's Name drithout bh Mie | 
lion is, Jer. 14. 15. & 23. 20, 21. Sau and Uzziah tho Kings, were males 
Monuments of God's Niſpleaſure, for ĩnvading the Prieſts Office : God made 
2 Breach upon UVzzab, for attempting to ſupport the Ark, being no Levite, 
The Devil himſeif cou'd not endure to be exorciſed by the Sons of Sceva, pre- 
tending to do it in the Name of Jeſus, when he knew they had no Commiſſie 
an from him ſo to da, and therefore made them fly for the ſame, naked and 
Magiſtrate, for he can give yon no more Power than wha#he bath; which is 
only Civil, and not Spiritual. | >. 25x nr 27 (c 
40, Conſider that your judging by Popiſh Canon Laws, juſtiy condemned 
by Parliaments, as grieyous to the Subject, as well as oppoſite to the Royal Pres - 
rogatiye, is not to be allowed; theſe Canons ought to have been putged, 
which they have not been; and as you admit not Perſons made ſcandalors by 
common Fame, tif they be purged from the Scandal, fo no more ought de 
Canons to be received; and ſeeing they have been infected by the Peſt” d 
Rome, they ought to perform their Quarentine before they he allow ed in the 
Church. Your bringing in Civil Cauſes in the Egcleſiaſtick Courts, dero- 
gates from their Spiritualit ; and the Love of Money which manageth every 
_ thing in them (as we know by coltly Experience) tell us, That the Weapons 
of your Warfare are but carnal, and tho mighty to maintain your own ſtfong 
Holds, yet will never be able to pull down Satan's; ſeeing you glory in your 
Conformity to the Apoſtalick and Primitive Churches, pray be pleafed fo do 
your ſelves the Honour, and us the Satisfaction of ſhowing us the leaſt foptſtep 
or Example amongſt them to vindicate and juſtify you in your Procedure — 4 
us. Did they ever meddle in matters Civil? uſed they ang Canons but theſe oF 4 
the holy Scriptures to guide them in;Diſcipline or Doctrine? Did they inflict 
Pecuniary Mulcts? or did they ſue ont for Writs de excommmunicato capiends'® 
or did they. employ the ſecnlar Power to impriſon and cut off Men from av 
if you cannot convinclogly fatty the World in theſe things, glory not in 
your Antiquity, no more than in,your.Innagency ; but ſtay at home, and he cop- 
tent with your Charter from King Wiliam the Conqueror, who not only ſub. 
dued England to himſelf, hut was the firſt that ſübjected its Crown to the 
ws £ | Soy Pope 
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pope, who in his time made the firſt Encroachments upon it, as our beſt Hig; 


© oriatis relate; ang let you and us both belleve, that we maſt all appear heſore ti. 
5 TH, 72 | Y UT nA: —_ $44 3 74 211 5 a 


e, 'of Chriſt, that every one may recei bt the things done in his Boch, ad- 
BEST T3230 2 GICGCHIBI Ch o1 froOtlh 7 ee +4748 E393 I HOT 
epraing to that bs hath done, whethtr it be good or evil, 2 Cor. 5. 19. 

2 en Gentlemen gf the Laity and Clergy, chat may he ignorant of our 
Preſent Troubles, and had 980 and in the contrivance of them, as I perſwade my 
felt chere be very many ſuch; let me but ſpeak. to you in the Words of that 
Fester Man Pr. THbt/o Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who in his Preface to 
Biſhop Wilks Sermons, commegdiag him for his Moderation, faith, Nor- 
ain that this Vertue (viz. Moderation) ſo much eſteemed and magnified by 
ie Men in all Ages, bath of late, been declaimed againſt, with ſo much Zeal and 


= Ferceneſs, and yet with that good Grace and Confidence, as if it only were no Vertue, 


but even the Summ and Abridgement of all Vices; I ſay, notwithſtanding all this, 
Jam ſtill of the old Opinion, that Moderation is a Vertue, and one of the peculiar 
Ornaments and Advantages of the excellent Cenftitution of our Church; and at 
Laſt muſt be the Temper. of her Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if ever we ſeriouſly in- 
Bend the firm Eſtabliſhment of our Church, and do not induſtriouſiy deſign by cheriſhing 
"Heats and Diviſions among our ſelves, te let in Popery at theſe Breaches : Remem- 
ber. alſo that Saying of our Lord's, Mat. 7. 12. Therefore all things whatſoever ye 
© mould that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to them ;, for this is the Law and 
5 13 Prophets... If ye were in our Jpdition, odd ye think it juſt or equal in vs 
” to condemn your Marriages as null, your ſelves as Fornicators, and thereby 
declare your Children Baſtards, and if ye ſhould refuſe publickly to confeſs 
Four ſelves guilty. of the damnable Sin of Fornication, to deliver you to Satan, 


and after that by a Writ de excommunicatocapiendo, to lay you in Goal? We ap- 


peal to your own Conſciences whether you would think your ſelves injured or 
not; and therefore we hope as you do not approve the Proceedings of the Of- 
=  ficial Court againſt vs, you will not abate in your former Eſteem of, and Af- 
E fection. to us, while we maintain true Friendſhip with you, notwithſtanding 
of the diverſity. of our Opinions in ſome things: nor were it amiſs in you, to 
watch over theſe of the Clergy who are invading Mens Natural and Civil 


EF Rights, by making them depend upon their Ceremonial Laws, for which they 


appear to be more zealous than for God's Moral Laws: for Non-conformity 
to the Ceremonies of the Church, is made a bar to a Man's enjoying any Of- 
fice of Truſt, Civil or Military, but Non- conformity to the Moral Law is 
Rot ſo, as we all know. Non- conformity to the Ceremonies of the Church 
in Marriage, we ſee makes it void; whereas neither wilful Deſertion, nor 


"Adultery, <difſolyes the Marriage Tye in the Judgment of theſe with whom we 


have to do. King Charles the 24, in his Declaration concerning Eccleſiaſtical 


© Affairs, 8ber 25, ano 1660, promiſed, That no Biſhop ſhould ardain or exerciſe 
part of Juriſaiction, pertaining to Eccleſiaſtick Cenſures, without the Counſel 
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and Con, ent of his Presbyters, ,, nor any Chancellour, Commiſſary, or Biſhop's Offis 


cial, as ſuch, ſbou d exerciſe any part of ſpiritual Furiſdiftion, in Caſes of Excome : 
munication, Abſolution, or matters relating to Miniſters, or their Paſtoral Office. 
And had this Declaration been made good, it had been more for the Honour 


and Safety of the eſtabliſh'd Church, but ſeeing it is not very probable, if not 


© morally impoſſible, that we ſhould all agree in all things; for even the eſta- | | 


bliſhed Church hath its own remarkable Diviſions : I could heartily with the 
Advice of that learned and politick Prince King James 1, were obſeryed, Cau- 
ſab. Epiſt. ad Card. perron. His Majeſty thinketh, that for Concord there is no nearer 
way, than diligently to ſeparate things neceſſary from the unueceſſary, and to beſtow 
all our Labour that we may agree iu things neceſſary, and that in things unneceſſary 
there may be Chriſtian Liberty allowed ;, now his ee calls theſe things ſimply ne- 


ceſſary, which the Word of God expreſly commandeth to be believed or done, or which 


the ancient Church did gather from the Word of God by neceſſary Conſequence > but 
thoſe things which by the Conſtitution of Men without the Word of God, were for a 
time received into the Church of God, tho piauſly and prudently introduced, his Ma- 


jeſty conceives they may be changed, mollified, antiquated, and what Pius the 2d 
ſaid of the Celebacy of the Clergy, that being anciently eſtabliſhed by good right, by | 
6 


better it might be nam antiquated; that his Majeſty believes may in the general 
ſaid of moſt Eccleſiaſtical Obſervations, introduced without the Ward of God | 
But whatever others do, we hope ye will not put forth your Hand againſt 
them that be at Peace with you, and whatever Strife may be betwixt the Herd- 
men, let there be no Strife betwixt you and your Brethren, for the Canaanite 
is yet in the Land; therefore let us follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, 
without which none ſhall ſee Goll. | 
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